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^ Israel frees Arab- American suspect 

■ RAMALLAH. West Bank (R) — Israel released on Thursday sa 

■ Arab-Amcrican jailed for six months as an alleged activist of the Islamic 
group of Hamas, Palestinians said. They said Mohammad Jarad. one of 
.three raJcsuman-Americans whose detemion in January prompted a 

■ formal complaint for brad's chief ally Washington over lack of access to 
the °k°. ^wW.he would be deported to the United States in four days. 
Mr. Jarad, of Chicago, was c h arged in March with activism in a hostile 

• and 8 ivcn 3 six-month sentence in a plea bargain that 
included a promise to leave the country. He was released to the family 

• home tn a village in the occupied West Bank, they said. Arab-Ameriean 
. Mohammad Satafa, also jailed since January, has denied charges he 

funded arms purchases and organised West Bank guerrilla operations or 
Hamas, the main target of Israel's December expulsion to South Lebanon 
of 415 Palestinians. A military court in February freed a third Palestinian- 
American detained at the same time. Israeli officials have backed away 
; from a highly public initial campaign to portray Mr. Salah and Mr. Jarad 
, as part of a "Hamas command" in the United States. 
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China says U.S. missile reports fabricated 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Oichen Saturday 
denied U.S. charges that Peking had shipped components for missiles to 
Pakistan. The claims were "without foundation" and “simply fabricated," 
said Mr. Oian. who will hold talks with U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher here Sunday (Sec page ft). Mr. Oian, responding to a question 
at a luncheon hosted by the Foreign Correspondents Club of Singapore, 
said the U.S. allegation would not doud his talks with Mr. Christopher. "I 
hope through this meeting our two sides will give impetus to improvement 
in relations," he said. Mr. Qian is believed to be the most senior Chinese 
official to respond to the U.S. charge that Peking had secretly shipped 
components for M-ll missiles to Pakistan. Washington has said it has 
compelling evidence to back its claim. The missiles with a range of about 
450 kilometres are believed capable of carrying nuclear weapons. Mr. 
Christopher has arrived Saturday for talks with foreign ministers or the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). who are holding their 
annual meeting here. Mr. Oian said be hoped his talks with Mr. 
Christopher would be satisfactory and constructive despite the U.S. 
allegations. 
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King Hussein 
to visit France 

AMMAN (AFP) — King Hussein 
is due in Paris Thursday for a 
four-day visit and talks with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, offi- 
cials said here Saturday. They 
said the talks would focus on 
efforts to jumpstart the Middle 
East peace talks and on bilateral 
issues. In Paris, the president’s 
office confirmed the meeting 
Tfuld fake place Thursday. King 
Hussein, who last travelled to 
Paris in March 1992, is currently 
in London on a private visit which 
began July 9. 

Yemen reports 
oil discovery 

SANAA (AP) — Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu BakT AI Anas’ office 
announced Saturday that the 
French company Total had disco- 
vered commercial quantities of oil 
in southern Yemen. The 
announcement said specifics ab- 
out two finds in a Total conces- 
sion in East Shabwa would be 
announced next month. The 
statement did not indicate initial 
t .grates of 12,000 barrels a day. 
Exports from the site are ex- 
pected to begin next year, prob- 
ably in February, according to 
officials. 

Turkey says 18 
rebels killed 

DIYARBAKTR (AP) — Troops 
killed 18 Kurdish guerrillas in 
southeastern Turkey in a crack- 
down on separatist violence, the 
regional governor’s office 
announced Saturday. The fight- 
ing took place Friday between the 
provinces of Bitiis and Siirt, it 
said. Also Friday, a minibus car- 
rying villagers near the Iraqi bor- 
der hit a mine which was believed 
to be planted by the Kurdish 
guerrillas, killing two passengers, 
the Anatolia news agency re- 
ported. 

Ireland fears secret 
Britain-Unionist deal 

i-UBUN (AFP) — The Irish 
government Saturday voiced 
fears that Britain had reached a 
secret "deal" with Ulster Union- 
ist deputees over the future of 
Northern Ireland in exchange far 
support over a crucial confidence 
vote, a press report said. Irish 
Eoreign Minister Dick Spring told 
the Lnsfh Times that he would be 
‘'very concerned if there was a 
deal struck” which could 
“jeopardise the prospects" for 
multilateral talks on the political 
future of the north, which has 
been wracked by communal strife 
for 25 years. British Premier John 
Major earlier gave assurances 
that “nothing was asked for, no- 
thing was offered and nothing was 
given” in exchange for support 
t^mthe pro-British Unionists for 
fiaeygovemment Thursday and 
Friday on votes on the Maastricht 
soda! chapter and on a motion of 
confidence in the government (see 
page 8). But Dublin’s fears were 
fuelled by Unionist MP Ken 
Maginnis who, following the 
votes, predicted “a better form of 
government for Northern Ire- 
land" within the coming weeks 
and months. * 

Rocket kills four 
Pakistani troops 

PESHAWAR (R) — A rocket 
fired from Afghanistan killed four 
Pakistani paramilitary troops 
Saturday when it bit their border 
post in the northwestern district 
of Chitral, government officials 
said. They said the rocket was 
rlred by a Pakistani fugitive who 
• ws involved m a dispute over the 
ownership of a portion of the 
local forest and had crossed into 
Afghanistan. 

Two Russian MiGs 
collide at air show 

FAIRFORD, England (AP) — 
Two Russian MiG-29 fighters col- 
lided Saturday while flying at an 
air show m western England, but 
police said no injuries were re- 
ported. The civil autation author- 
ity said the aircraft crashed away 
from a crowd estimated at 
250,000 people. Both pilots 
ejected but their condition was 
not- known, the authority said. 
Police said one plane crashed on 
the' base and the other in a field 
nearby. “Two parachutes 
appeared in the sky. There was a 
C3phme of smoke above the 
runway,” said Done Bradner, 
one of thousands of people 
attending the Fairfbrd Interna- 
tional Air Tottoo. 


Arafat calls for Arab 
summit on peace talks 

PLO leader reports U.S. pledge on sick exiles 

Combined agency despatches 


SANAA — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has called for an 
Arab summit to find a way to 
break the deadlock in Middle 
East peace talks. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader, arriving in 
Yemen’s capital Sanaa late Fri- 
day, did not suggest a date for the 
summit but scud it should be held 
to coordinate an Arab stance on 
the peace talks, the Yemeni News 
Agency reported. 

Mr. Arafat, who is expected to 
meet Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, said the U.S.- 
brokered peace talks were at a 
“dead end*’ because of an Amer- 
ican position paper which be said 
was biased towards Israel. 

The U.S. paper was presented 
at the end of the 10th round of 
talks in Washington in June. 

U .S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is due to visit the 
Middle East soon to nudge for- 
ward the talks, which opened in 
Madrid in 1991 and completed 10 
rounds of negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat also said the United 
States had promised the immedi- 
ate return to their homes of 70 
ailing Palestinian expellees in 
South Lebanon. 

He said Palestinians received 
the pledge after talks with Dennis 
Ross, the U.S. coordinator of 
Arab- Israeli peace talks. 

Mr. Ross was in the Middle 
East earlier this month to try to 
get the negotiations back on 
track. 

"Discussions were concluded 
on this subject from all angles and 
we took a promise that ... 70 ill 
deportees would be immediately 
returned," Mr. Arafat was 
noted as saying by the Yemen 

ews Agency. 

“We are waiting for the imple- 
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Yasser Arafat 

mentation of this promise," he 
said. 

On Thursday, 87 ailing Palesti- 
nian expellees drew Israeli tank 
and artillery fire when they mar- 
ched towards Israeli lines from 
their tent camp in South Lebanon 
to demand medical treatment. 

The marchers are among 395 
exiles stuck there since Israel 
expelled them last December. 

The men bad appealed u> the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) last month to 
evacuate 28 of their sick. The 
ICRC says contacts are con- 
tinuing to an-ange an evacuation. 

Hitch in Tunis meeting 

Two Israeli members of parlia- 
ment (MP) who travelled to 
Tunis to meet with Mr. Arafat 
will not see him as planned, due 
to a change in the PLO leader’s 
schedule, one of the legislators 
said Saturday. 

“It’s a shame. I’m a bit dis- 
appointed," said Labour MP 
Yael Dayan, the daughter of for- 
mer Defence Minister Moshe 
Dayan. 


Mr. Arafat left on a tour of 
Asia, Palestinian sources said, a 
few hours prior to Ms. Dayan’s 
arrival Friday along with fellow 
MP Abdul Wahab Darawsheh of 
the Arab Democratic List. 

Mr. Arafat “conveyed his apo- 
logies for this hitch," Ms. Dayan 
said. She dismissed the notion 
that there were political motives 
behiod Mr. Arafat's change in 
plans. 

“The PLO is not only Yasser 
Arafat,” she said. 

The two MPs met Friday with 
Hakam . Balawi, the PLO’s repre- 
sentative in Tunis and a member 
of the Central Committee of 
Fateh, the main group within the 
PLO. 

“We had good discussions,” 
Ms. Dayan said, adding that she 
had conveyed a message from her 
Labour Party colleagues calling 
for a conference in Tunis in 
September grouping members of 
the Israeli Knesset (parliament) 
and PLO representatives. 

Ms. Dayan and Mr. Daraw- 
sheh, an Israeli Arab, want the 
meeting to be sponsored by Tuni- 
sian President Zine AI Abidine 
Ben Ali and hope to meet with 
Foreign Minister Habib Ben 
Yahia before leaving. 

“We’ve already received posi- 
tive signs," Mr. Darawsheh said. 
He met Mr. Ben Yahia in 
Washington recently. 

Ms. Dayan said there was a 
growing sentiment among Knes- 
set members and Israeli govern- 
ment officials in favour of direct 
talks with the PLO. 

“It’s inevitable. We can’t sides- 
tep the PLO,” she said, adding, 
however, that she thought it 
would be “premature" for her 
government to formally recognise 
the Palestinian leadership it has 

(Continned on page 5) 


U.N. camera team 
due in Iraq today 


BAHRAIN .(Agencies) — A 
team of U.N. inspectors will head 
into Iraq Sunday to install moni- 
toring cameras at missile testing 
sites that were at the centre of a 
row that could have ended with a 
U.S. military strike. 

U.N. spokesman Jan Fischer 
said the team of three experts, 
beaded by American William 
Eckert, was expected to arrive in 
Bahrain Saturday night and carry 
on into Baghdad Sunday morn- 
ing. 

What was to have been a 
routine U.N. mission in early 
June blew up into a major inter- 
national confrontation when Iraq 
refused to allow inspectors to 
install cameras at two missile 
testing sites. 

On instructions from U.N. 
headquarters in New York a team 
then tried to seal off the two sites, 
but the Iraqis blocked them de- 
spite warnings from the Security 
Council of “serious consequ- 
ences.” 

On July 29 the U.N. official in 
charge of disarming Iraq, Rolf 
Ekeus, won an agreement that 
the Security Council later 
approved. 

Under the interim accord, the 
surveillance cameras are to be set 
up at two sites south of Baghdad 
but not activated before high- 
level talks in New ^ York on the 
long-term monitoring of Iraq’s 
military potential in late August 
or early September. 

It is this installation that Mr. 


Eckert’s team will undertake. 

Another team of U.N. inspec- 
tors are already in Iraq, largely to 
prepare for the removal of irradi- 
ated fuel that can be used in a 
nuclear programme. 

Because of Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, the United Nations has 
banned nuclear, chemical and 
biological weaponry and long- 
range missiles in Iraq. Short- 
range missiles are allowed but 
need to be monitored to ensure 
their range is not extended. 

Baghdad has said it was pre- 
pared to allow long-term moni- 
toring provided its sovereignty 
was respected and a ban on Iraqi 
oil exports lifted immediately. 

Rebels urge help 

An Iranian-based Iraqi opposi- 
tion group urged international 
organisations Saturday to help 
stop attacks by Baghdad against 
people in the marshes of southern 
Iraq. 

The Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI) said “international si- 
lence” encouraged the Iraqi gov- 
ernment to continue the attacks 
which had sparked an exodus of 
refugees into Iran. 

International organisations and 
human rights groups "should take 
the initiative to solve the worsen- 
ing security and humanitarian 
conditions in southern Iraq,” a 

statement urged. 


Yeltsin 
gets boost 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin got a boost 
Saturday when 11 Russian re- 
gions backed his drive for a new 
constitution. 

Representatives of the north- 
western regions, meeting in the 
city of Pskov, passed a declara- 
tion saying a new constitution 
should be passed this year. Itar- 
Tass news agency reported. 

The meeting, attended by 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, also backed Mr. Yelt- 
sin in his opposition to unilateral 
demands by several regions for an 
upgrading of their status within 
the Russian Federation. 

Its statement warned that a rise 
in regional and national separat- 
ism was dangerously similar to 
the situation which led to the 
disintegration of the Soviet Un- 
ion in 1991. 

Mr. Yeltsin will cut short his 
holiday and return to Moscow 
Sunday following calls for him to 
respond quickly to parliamentary 
attacks on his leadership, his 
spokesman said Saturday. 

As Mr. Yeltsin steeled himself 
for a new phase of the power 
struggle, the Russian people were 
confused and panicky over the 
money in their pockets after a 
shock announcement on Saturday 
that all pre-1993 banknotes would 
become obsolete almost over- 
night. 

People rushed to exchange or 
spend their old roubles before 
they go out of circulation from 
Monday 


2 killed In Somali attack on U.S. troops 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Two Somali gunmen were killed 
Saturday after they and three or 
four others ambushed two U.S- 
armoured cars in the Medina 
district of southern Mogadishu, 
wounding two American soldiers, 
military spokesman said. 

Sergeant-Major Patrick R. Bal- 
logg, 42, and Sergeant Michael 
D. Bower, 28, were in the second 
of a two-car convoy coming from 
die airport and heading for the 
U.N. forces' headquarters. Cap- 
tain Jonathan Dahms said. 

Sgt. Ballogg suffered bullet 
wounds to his shoulder and right 
hand -and Sgt. Bower to his right 
knee. Both were hospitalised but 
their condition was not critical, 


Capt. Dahmas said. 

The armed Somalis who attack- 
ed them fled leaving two of their 
number dead. 

Snipers later opened fire on a 
Pakistani checkpoint in the south 
of Magadishu but there were no 
reports of any casualties. 

U.N. officials say up to 10 U.S. 
servicemen with the multination- 
al peacekeeping force in Somalia 
have been wounded in attacks by 
Somali gunmen in the past week. 

Earlier a U.N. spokesman told 
a news briefing that Friday night 
and Saturday morning had been 
quiet for the first time since June 
5 when 24 Pakistani troops were 
shot dead by Somali gunmen. 

The U.N. has offered a reward 


of 525,000 for the capture of 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, held responsible for the 
killing of the Pakistanis. 

U.S. troops have led the 
counter-attacks against forces 
loyal to the fugitive warlord, and 
U.S. Rapid International Force 
troops carried out a further 
swoop during Friday night for 
hidden arms in southern Moga- 
dishu. 

No significant quantity of arms 
was found this time, but the raid 
helped Mogadishu have “a very 
peaceful night,” according to 
capt. Dahms. 

See pages 2 and 10 for related 
stories 
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FLOODS IN INDIA: Children swim in a Hooded 
street with a partially submerged bus and truck as 
a train goes by overhead in the eastern Bihari 


Colony. Over 500 people have perished throughout 
India due to recent monsoon rains (see page 8) 

AFP photo 


Syria: U.S. 
must make 
Israel 
see sense 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said Saturday U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
should work to help Israel grasp 
the “realities” of the Middle East 
peace process — namely that it 
should trade territory for peace. 

Damascus Radio, which re- 
flects government thinking, said 
in a commentary: 

"The more Christopher suc- 
ceeds in making Israel come to 
the grip of the realities of just and 
comprehensive Middle East set- 
tlement, and give up its illusions, 
the more fruitful bis visit will be." 

Mr. Christopher is due to visit 
the region on July 31 to try to 
breathe new life into the dead- 
locked 20-month-old Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The radio said Arabs were se- 
rious “in achieving peace but this 
seriousness is lacking on Israel's 
part.” 

Israel has over tbe last two 
weeks sent reinforcements across 
the border into its self-dedared 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non, where six of its soldiers have 
been killed since July 8. 

In Damascus, the official Sy- 
rian AI Thawra charged Saturday 
that Israeli attacks on Lebanon 
aimed to hamper Christopher's 
lour. 

The attacks were also designed 
to split the Syrian and Lebanese 
positions in the peace talks with 
Israel and force Beirut to sign a 
separate peace treaty with Israel, 
it said. 


HizboOab vows to continue 
attacks, page 2 


Israelis wound 4 
children in Gaza 

OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) — Israeli troops shot and 
wounded four children, one a girl aged four, in dashes in a 
refugee camp in the occupied Gaza Strip, Palestinians said 
Saturday. 

The children, the oldest of whom was 12, were among a total of 
six Palestinians wounded in the Shati camp during clashes with 
stone-throwing demonstrators late Friday, they added. 

the four-year-old’s father said she was playing in an alley near 
her house when she was wounded in the abdomen. 

Tbe army said it was checking the report. 

The Israeli human rights group Betselem last week launched a 
campaign to stem the rising toll of Palestinian Arab children killed 
by troops. 

It said troops killed as Palestinian children in the last six 
months, double the number of children killed in all of 1992. It 
described the toll as having readied a “magnitude unpre- 
cedented” since the Palestinian revolt began in December, 1987. 

Deputy Defence Minister Mordechai Gur this week dismissed 
as a “blood libel” suggestions that Israeli troops deliberately 
aimed at Palestinian children. 

Unknown assailants wounded an Israeli soldier who was 
standing in front of an army administration building in the Gaza 
Strip Saturday, a military spokesman said. 

The soldier was “moderately” wounded when the assailants 
opened fire at the array’s “civil administration" authority in Gaza 
Q'ty, he said. No other details were immediately available. 

Hamas wins Gaza vote 

The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) has won a key test 
of popular support in the Gaza Strip, defeating a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) list in an election of the Strip’s 
accountants association, Palestinians said. 

They said Hamas beat a combined list of tbe PLO’s mainstream 
Fateh faction and the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) to take control of the group. 

Professional association elections are seen as primary indicators 
of public opinion in tbe Strip. 

Palestinians said the vote Friday of the association’s 1,129 
members reflected discontent over deadlocked Middle East peace 
talks, in which Fateh directs Palestinian delegates. 

It was also a protest at alleged corruption by PLO supporters, 
they said. 

After a wave of guerrilla attacks on Israel, the occupation 
power vowed to break the power of Hamas, the main target of its 
December expulsion to Lebanon of 415 Palestinians. 


OPEC 
in turmoil 
over price 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) was in 
turmoil Saturday over how to 
rescue depressed oil prices. 

As OPEC President Jean Ping 
of Gabon shurtied around the 
Middle East in search of a formu- 
la for how the organisation 
should proceed, top producers 
Iran and Saudi Arabia remained 
at odds. 

The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA said Iranian oil Minister 
Gholaxnreza Aqazadeh told Mr. 
Ping in a meeting in Tehran on 
Saturday that emergency talks 
should be convened immediately 
— something the Saudis dis- 
suaded Mr. Ping from doing two 
days before. 

** Aqazadeh... called for im- 
mediate convening of the OPEC 
emergency meeting, and said 
cooperation of the members and 
their commitment to what has 
been approved by OPEC is a 
determining factor in market sta- 
bilisation," IRNA said. 

Plans for a session next 
Wednesday in Vienna fell 
through amid charges and 
counter-charges by Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, the cartel’s largest pro- 
ducers, over the causes of the oil 
glut that has sent prices turn Ming. 

Tehran Television also quoted 
Mr. Aqazadeh as saying: “The 
present crisis could be overcome 
if OPEC countries abide by then- 
quotas.” 

He said the market had been 
thrown into turmoil by the possi- 
bility of Iraq’s first international 
sale since tne 1991 Guff war, 
Kuwait’s refusal to accept the 
quota 1 assigned at the June OPEC 
meeting, and excess World supp- 
ly - 

He made no mention of Saudi 
Arabia, which was the target of a 
Thursday editorial in the Tehran 
Tiroes calling on the kingdom to 
cut back its output. 

In Saudi Arabia on Saturday, 
the daily AI Riyadh responded 
with an editorial headlined, “Iran 
declares war... on OPEC." 1 

Tbe Saudis believe that unless 
prices deteriorate sharply it 
would be better to wait fora clear 
sign on whether U.N.-Iraqi talks 
on a limited sale of Iraqi oil will 
succeed. 


They also do not want to be 
subjected to demand that they 
reduce their eight nrilKon barrel 
per day (bpd) output — which 
they increrced by 2:5 million after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

The real solution, they think, 
would be to stop cheating on 
quotas. In an unusually blunt 
statement early on Friday. Saudi 
Oil Minister Hishara Nazer said 
this was tbe solution, pointing the 
finger at Iran. Tehran domes 
cheating. 

Mr. Ping was quoted on 
Tehran Radio as saying he was 
looking forward to the success of 
the emergency meeting, though 
be d5d not say when it would be 
held. Before leaving for Iran he 
said it would not be before the 
second week of August. 

“My feeling is that there is a 
strong will to overcome the ex- 
isting crisis," he said. 

From Iran he flew on to Abo 
Dhabi, capital of the United 
Arab Emirates, OPECs fourth 
largest producer. 

See earlier story on page 6 


Street childrens 9 massacre outrages Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
People throughout Brazil were in 
a state of shock Saturday follow- 
ing the slaying of seven street 
children here. 

And many were pointing the 
finger of blame at the govern- 
ment for failing' to curb street 
violence. 

Gunmen shot and killed the 
children, aged between 10 and 
17, outside the Iglesia de Cande- 
laria, Rio’s largest Roman Catho- 
lic church, on Friday. 

Two more children hit by gun- 
fire were in deep comas in a Rio 
hospital Saturday. 

Witnesses said the military 
police carried out the attack and 
late Friday three members of the 
force were arrested. 

One of the arrested policemen 
was identified by a survivor. 

About 50 homeless- children 
were sleeping in front of the 
church, located at the intersec- 
tion of Rio de Janeiro’s two most 
important streets when the gun- 


men dosed in. 

Brazilians' reaction to the mas- 
sacre ranged from horror to sca- 
thing condemnations of the gov- 
ernment. 

Rio Juvenile Court Judge 
Libomi Siqueira said the killings 
were “a direct consequence of the 
widespread neglect of the federal 
authorities and the state and dty 
governments." ■ 

The influential newspaper, Jor- 
nal do Brasil, said: "The mas- 
sacre and the children’s morning 
of terror at the Candelaria church 
is the dearest warning that the 
law-enforcement structure is rot- 
ten." 

The popular O Dia newspaper 
said: “Rio de Janeiro is used to 
violence, but it cannot put up 
with the cruelty of this massacre 
and demands the murderers be 
punished." 

On Friday President Itamar 
Franco said the killings bonified 
him and be ordered an immediate 
investigation into the crimes. 


“Like all Brazilian people I too 
am horrified by the murders," 
Mr. Franco said in a statement 
read by his spokesman. Francis- 
cos Baker. 

Officials say 3$1 children have 
been killed in the state of Rio de 
Janeiro so far this year compared 
with 425 in all of 1992. 

Paulo Meilo, a lawmaker who 
headed a parliamentary investiga- 
tion o( deaths squads last year, 
called Friday for the federal gov- 
ernment to dean up the Rio state 
police. 

Human rights groups have ac- 
cused business owners of hiring 
gunmen, induding off-duty or re- 
tired police officers, to eliminate 
street children suspected of steal- 
ing. 

Mr. Meilo estimates that some 
3,000 minors sleep on the streets 
of Rio, and that some 50,000 live 
off begging and performing odd 
jobs and services. 

The Rio state government cal- 


led on the public to phone a 
government line with “any in- 
formation that could help lead to 
the imprisonment of those cri- 
minals, even in cases in which 
police institutions are involved.” 

The president of the National 
Episcopal Conference of Brazil, 
Ludano Mendes de Almeida, 
urged Rio State Governor Leonel 
Brizola to carry out an urgent 
probe of the crimes to avoid any 
more slayings. 

According to a 14-year-old sur- 
vivor of the shootings, a man got 
out of a car carrying a plate 
pretending that he was going to 
offer them food, but as he drew 
near he pulled a gun from the 
plate and began to shoot. 

Mario Volpi, coordinator of 
the Movement of Street Chil- 
dren. said tbe shooting followed a 
quarrel Friday between the chil- 
dren and police over leaving the 
church, during which one of the 
youngsters threw a rock at offic- 
ers. 
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Hizbollah vows 
continued attacks 


against Israel 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non's pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) has vowed to fire 
rockets into Israel whenever 
Israeli shelling in southern Leba- 
non caused civilian casualties. 

“Our plan is to fight Israel by 
ambushes, by storming its posi- 
tions and by all direct means 
against its soldiers and agents/' 
Sheikh Naim Kassem, Hizbol- 
lah’s deputy secretary general, 
told a news conference in Beirut's 
southern suburbs. 

“But when Israel uses the ugli- 
ness of its aggression to harm our 
beloved people and inflict dead 
and wounded then it is our right 
to use any means we see appropri- 
ate to defend our people and our 
land." 

Guerrillas fired five Katyusha 
rockets into northern Israel Fri- 
day after the fiercest shelling 
from Israeli forces on the south 
this year wounded three civilians, 
security sources said. 

No one was hurt in the pre- 
dawn rocket attacks. 

Hizbollah guerrillas mounted a 
massive offensive on Israel's self- 
styled “security zone" in the 
south Thursday, killing an Israeli 
soldier and wounding another 
and two allied militiamen. 

The attacks sparked the fier- 
cest artillery retaliation this year. 
Security sources said Israeli and 
allied gunners fired more than 
500 shells into Hizbollah-held 
territory. 

Israel brought eight artillery 
guns as well as ammunition trucks 
into the ‘‘security zone" Friday, 
security sources said. 

Israel reinforced the 15- 
kilometres deep zone with 35 big 
guns and 100 soldiers last week 
amid threats that it would hit 
back hard after five Israeli sol- 
diers were killed on July 8 and 9. 

Sheikh Kassem ruled out any 
massive Israeli retaliation, saying 
it would disrupt Middle East 
peace talks which were favouring 
Israel and because the Jewish 
state would suffer human losses 
in an invasion. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Thursday that massive 
retaliatory action would not end 
attacks from Lebanon. 

Sheikh Kassem said the state- ' 
ment was "frank and an admis- 
sion of reality." 

A Hizbollah military comman- 
der, who briefed reporters, said 
two guerrillas were wounded in 
Thursday's assaults. The attacks, 
he added, had been launched to 
prove the Israeli army was “a 
paper tiger" even when it was on 
full alert. 

Israel last week warned Syria 
to curb guerrillas in Lebanon by 
cutting arms supply lines from 


Iran. 

Sheikh Kassem said no Arab 
party asked Hizbollah to restrain 
itself in the south. “If big powers 
want to calm things down, then 
the matter is clean Let Israel pull 
out from the land it occupies." 

Israeli officials Friday accused 
Syria of using the Lebanon-based 
guerrillas to fight a war by proxy ‘ 
against Israel. 

“This is an honour and not an 
accusation," Sheikh Kassem said. 

Flanked by bodyguards armed 
with pistols, the white-turban ed 
cleric denied Hizbollah stepped 
up attacks shortly before or dur- 
ing rounds of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in an bid to sabotage them. 

“We rejected the talks from 
the start and consider resistance 
is the alternative. Attacks esca- 
late or diminish because of prac- 
tical circumstances and are unre- 
lated to the political issue," he 
said. 

Asked what would Hizbollah 
do if Arab states reached a peace 
agreement with Israel, Sheikh Kassem 
said Hizbollah would refuse to 
abide by such a truce “no matter 
what the consequences are." 

A senior Israeli official said 
military initiatives in Lebanon 
would not be increased despite 
the recent escalation in tensions. 
But he warned the policy could 
change at any time. 

“A situation of panic is being 
created here,” Deputy Defence 
Minister Mordechai Gur said, 
warning against premature ac- 
tion. 

Opposition parties have called 
for a stronger military response to 
the increased anti-Israeli activity 
in South Lebanon. 

Ariel Sharon, a former defence 
minister, accused the government 
of indecision. ‘Take an initiative, 
don’t take one day’s rest, we 
don't need large operations, 
small ones will do,” he told Israel 
Radio. 

“The government will make a 
decision based only on the facts 
of the moment,” Mr. Gur said . 

Mr. Rabin has said the solution 
to Israel’s problems on its north- 
ern border lay in negotiations, 
not military .action. 

“1 don't want to delude anyone 
into thinking that we can solve 
the problem by a large opera- 
tion,” he told reporters. “Be- 
cause of that illusion, we paid a 
heavy price, a painftil price of 
hundreds of dead.” 

He was referring to Israel's war 
in Lebanon from 1982 to 1985, 
launched by Mr. Sharon. The 
war, planned as a limited opera- 
tion, forced Mr. Sharon's resigna- 
tion after the deaths of hundreds 
of Israeli soldiers and thousands 
of Lebanese civilians. 


France should play greater 
role in Mideast, PLO says 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — A 
senior Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) representative in 
Europe, Leila Shahid, has urged 
France to play a more active role 
in the Middle East, because the 
peace process is now at a “crucial 
stage.” 

Ms. Shahid, who is due to 
become the PLO’s senior repre- 
sentative in Paris in a week's 
time, told AFP Friday that 
France could “play a greater 
role" in the Middle East and “can' 
and should remind Israel of its 
responsibilities.” 

“France was the country of 
revolution, but today one gets the 
impression that this is being re- 
placed by a realpolitik involving 
concessions with serious consequ- 
ences for us.” she said. 

The peace process launched in 
Madrid in October 1991 was now 
at a “crucial stage,” Ms. Shahid 
said, because time was a danger of “total 
paralysis if we consider the pre- 
sent difficulties to be insurmount- 
able.” 


Ms. Shahid, who was one of 
the first leading Palestinians to 
hold peace talks with Israeli 
politicians, is currently the PLO’s 
representative in the Nether- 
lands. 

Ms. Shahid said that for the 
first time Arabs and Israelis were 
discussing a peace settlement 
which would ensure security for 
all the states in the region, and 
“very important progress has 
been made.” 

“We know the final status of 
Jerusalem cannot be fully re- 
solved now, but clearly we are 
currently negotiating on all the 
occupied territories, including 
East Jerusalem,” Ms. Shahid 
said. 

However, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin was pursuing a 
policy of “one step forward, two 
steps back,” Ms. Shahid said, and 
the Palestinians were experienc- 
ing “much more ferocious repres- 
sion" than under the previous 
administration of Yitzhak 
Shamir. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29, Aqaba 37. Humidity reading: 
Amman 39 per corn. Aqaba 16 per 
cent. 


U.S. team 
reviewing 
Somalia 


mission 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. officials are in Somalia re- 
viewing the effectiveness of the 
U.N. mission there and U.S. in- 
volvement, the State Department 
said Friday. 

“It's a serious interagency 
effort to look at ...all the aspects 
of the work over in Somalia,” 
said spokesman Mike McCurry. 

The six-member team, staffed 
principally by the State Depart- 
ment. the Pentagon and the 
Agency for International De- 
velopment, arrived Tuesday in 
Somalia and is to return next 
Tuesday. Diplomat David Shinn, 
the State Department's coordina- 
tor for Somalia, is leading the 
group. 

Mr. McCurry said that senior 
administration officials derided 
to send the team after concerns, 
were raised by “a variety of 
people.” 

The U.S. delegation is meeting 
with U.N. personnel in Somalia, 
relief organisations and Somalia 
political leaders to gather in- 
formation on the relief and milit- 
ary operations and how they are 
related, Mr. McCurry said. 

“They’re looking at things like 
the progress that's being made for 
political reconstruction, econo- 
mic development. They’re look- 
ing at the security situation in the 
country, both in the countryside 
and in Mogadishu,” he said. 

A primary goal of the mission 
is to determine how much Soma- 
li warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and his forces were dis- 
rupting civilian authority and re- 
lief operations, he added. 

1 The U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions in Somalia has come under 
increasingly harsh criticism from 
aid organisations and U.N. offi- 
cials who object that its military 
actions are undermining the mis- 
sion’s humanitarian goals. 

On Wednesday, Jan Eliasson. 
under-secretary general for 
humanitarian affairs, said that 
“continued military actions in 
Mogadishu can result in the mar- 
ginalisation of the humanitarian 
dimensions of the United Nations 
mission in Somalia.” 

In the past few weeks, 36 inter- 
national peacekeepers have been 
killed and some 120 more have 
been injured in Mogadishu. Milit- 
ary strikes haye been carried out 
against Aideed’s forces, which the 
United Nations holds responsible 
for the deaths of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers killed June 5. 

"The status of the operation in 
UNOSOM (U.N. operation in 
Somalia) is something that is 
under review by the United 
States. We've got a six-person 
interagency team led by former 
Ambassador David Shinn there 
right now,” Mr. McCurry said. 

“The team is conducting an 
on-site assessment of various 
aspects of both the U.N. mission 
there and the U.S. participation. 
They plan to prepare a report for 
senior administration officials 
...that will be used in evaluating 
the status of the mission, the 
operations on the ground in 
Somalia,” he added. 


German minister to visit 


Defence Minister Volker 
Ruehe will fly to Somalia to visit 
troops serving with the United 
Nations in the biggest deploy- 
ment of German land forces out- 
side North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) territory since 
World War II. 

Mr. Ruehe's spokesman said 
Saturday said the minister would 
fly to Somalia Sunday and go to 
Belct Huen, some 300 kilometres 
north of Mogadishu, chosen as 
the base for 1,700 German sol- 
diers because it is relatively 
peaceful. 

Germany this week began a 
month-long airlift of a main con- 
tingent of about 1.500 soldiers to 
Somalia. The mission is con- 
troversial at home for marking an 
end to Bonn's policy of military 
restraint since World War II. 
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Somali policemen armed with wooden sticks try to Wabar Adefa, north of Mogadishu Saturday. It was 
maintain order during a food distribution orga- the first distribution in this area since June 5 (AFP 
nised by the international organisation Care in the photo) 


Somalia secession chief says 


West sympathetic to his cause 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The 
leader of the breakaway Somali- 
land said Saturday he had re- 
ceived a sympathetic hearing 
when he put his case to Western 
donor nations in his first attempt 
to publicise the needs of the 
territory. 

Ibrahim Igal, interim president 
of Somaliland, which is not recog- 
nised internationally, said he had 
met representatives of the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), Canada, 
Britain, Germany, Japan, Italy 
and the United States in Addis 
Ababa in the past week. 

“1 have to say that I believe 
they (representatives) have been 
impressed with what I have to say 
about Somaliland,” Mr. Igal told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The former British Somaliland 
united at independence in 1960 
with the former Italian Somalia to 
create the Somalia republic. 

Mr. Igal said that Somaliland, 
which broke away from Somalia 
in 1991, received no support from 
any country “but I hope that 
these envoys wilL report back the 
existence of Somaliland to their 
respective governments.” 

“Next time they are dispensing 
with aid, they may include the 
name of Somali land in the list,” 
he said. 

Mr. Igal said he had not paid 
his cabinet since he appointed it 


for a two-year interim period in 
May this year. 

“We are bankrupt. No one 
from the president down to the 
janitor receives any salary. The 
only thing we receive is U.N. 
food-for-work grain which we 
are given from time to time.’’ 

He said the government of 
Ethiopian President Meles Zena- 
wi had allowed him to use Addis 
Ababa for “diplomatic visibility.” 

“I have been given the freedom 
of the city. 1 can meet anybody I 
like here, it is a genuine offer,” 
he said. 

But Mr. Igal said he did not 
seek diplomatic recognition of 
Somaliland from Ethiopia or any 
other country at this stage. 

“We will have to establish the 
rule of law ^and meet all the 
criterion needed for statehood 
first. We shall then be entitled to 
a recognition," he added, but did 
not elaborate. 

Mr. Igal repeated his rejection 
of UNOSOM II (United Nations 
Operation in Somalia) plans to 
station up to 10,000 troops in 
Somaliland, which the U.N. calls 
Somalia’s northern sector. 

The UNOSOM 11 troops are 
stationed mainly in southern 
Somalia where they have restored 
a semblance of order. 

Mr. Igal said Somaliland's 
secession from Somalia was 


“permanent and not negotiable." 

“We told them (the U.N.) in a 
forceful manner that if they do 
send troops to Somaliland, we 
shall consider it as an invasion 
and fight against them to the last 
man,” he said. 

“The people of Somaliland are 
enjoying their newly found free- 
dom and are very adamant to 
retain their status." 

“Our split from Somalia is 
based not on animosity but on 
our disenchantment with the 
form of ethics and system of 
governance of the Somali repub- 
lic,” he said. 

Northern Somalia was spared 
much of the anarchy after the 
overthrow of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Barre in 1991 and the 
outbjeak of dan-based violence. 

Kenya expels Somalis 

Kenyan authorities rounded up 
1/136 Somali refugees and pushed 
them across the border into 
Somalia Saturday, a United Na- 
tions High Commission for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) statement said 
in Nairobi. 

The round-up and expulsion of 
theTefugees, most of whom were 
from a refugee site at the border 
town of Mandera, followed the 
hijacking on Friday of a relief 
vehide into Somalia, the state- 
ment said. 


Egypt hardline group assails Clinton 


ASSIUT, Egypt (AFP) —The Al 
Gamaa Al Islamiyeh on Friday 
slammed President Bill Clinton's 
foreign policy and described the 
U.S. leader as “pro-homosexuals 
and pro-prostitutes.” 

The Islamic militants, during 
Friday prayers at the Rahma 
mosque here, also criticised 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak's unopposed nomination for a 
third term, accusing him of not 
applying Cod's law or guiding the 
country to Islamic goals. 

On Thursday, Mr. Mubarak 
vowed he would use his third 
term in office to crush Muslim 
extremists and prevent them from 
wrecking the Egyptian economy. 

One Gamaa member, addres- 
sing Mr. Clinton during a ser- 
mon, said: “Issue human rights 
charters, then let the people of 
■ Bosnia be massacred, use all your 
might to strike at the Somali 
people, deprive Iraqi children of 
food and let their blood be spil- 
led, as you are the ally of 
homosexuals and prostitutes.” 
The verbal assault came as 


U.S. immigration authorities 
were holding Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man, the Gamaa's spiritual lead- 
er, who is wanted in Egypt on 
charges of fomenting rebellion, 
and after the arrest of two more 
people — followers of the blind 
cleric — in connection with an 
alleged plot to bomb New York 
City landmarks. 

Several other of the sheikh's 
alleged supporters have been 
charged in connection with the 
Feb. 26 bombing of New York's 
World Trade Centre that killed 
six people and injured more than 
1,(KX). 


The fundamentalists here re- 
cited the “prayer for the absent” 
in memory of fellow militants 
recently hanged by the author- 
ities and others killed in clashes 
with the authorities. 

Fifteen people have been 
hanged since May following trials 
by military tribunals that hand 
down swifter and harsher punish- 
ments than civilian courts. 

On Monday, the Gamaa 


claimed an attack in downtown 
Cairo that missed its target — the 
chairman of the high military 
court — but killed two militants, 
a policeman and a passerby. 

Under dose police surveill- 
ance, the Gamaa distributed anti- 
American leaflets following the 
Friday prayers, slamming the 
U.S. for its military operations in 
Iraq and Somalia and calling it 
“The Great Satan.” 

Assiut is a Muslim fun- 
damentalist stronghold in Upper 
Egypt. 

The militants, who want to 
install an Iranian-style Islamic 
regime in Egypt, have attacked 
the tourist industry, a vital source 
of foreign revenue. Their battle 
with the security forces has killed 
more than 170 people since 
March 1992, including three tour- 
ists. 


The Gamaa, which has been 
responsible for most of the fun- 
damentalist attacks, has said it 
will kill Mr. Mubarak because of 
the hangings. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Weizman fooled by soldier dressed in drag : 

TEL AVIV (AP) - M- -jyTjStfSi 
woman. In an official to HJ ?L aDO roached an Arab woman 

— a s enc y S3 toTsud 

nut of the West Bank and towns and villages in the area, i L^resing 

tjsirjsz rjsrwm saws. 

do it to evade troops. 

Greece, Israel to expand cooperation . 

ATHENS CAP) — Greece and Israel on Friday agreed to have 
remilar contacts and to cooperate on issues including the economy, 
tourism and culture. Greece also agreed to help lsra ®l^P r ^ l w 
with the European Community. Greek Foreign Afl^_Under- 
Secretary Virginia Tsouderou and her Israeli counterpart, Yossi 
BdS^gned a protocol providing for a joint committee to meet 
twice a yearto dismiss areas of cooperation. ‘In the. last year, a new 
cSSerhre opened in relations between our two countries, said 
SPb JSL the highest Israeli official to vjsit since Greece 
recognised Israel in 1990. “Today we regard Greece . as a ck»e 
friemL though for many years this was not he ^d a n^ 
conference. Greece, which has traditionally dose ties with tbe Ang 
World was the last member of the European Community rffi 
recognise Israel. Now Israel expects Greece to help it improve *ts 
cooperation agreement with the EC after Greece takes over the 
community’s six-month rotating presidency in January. 

Israel and Mozambique to renew ties 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel and Mozambique will establish 
diplomatic relations in the coming weeks, Israel Radio reported 
Friday. The report, which the foreign ministry would not confirm pr 
deny said that Israel’s ambassador the United Nations, Gad 
Yaacori, and his Mozambican counterpart came to the agreement 
this week. Mozambique, which gained independence from Portog&l 
in 1974, followed the policy of its communist allies in not 
recognising Israel. The collapse of the communist bloc since 1989 
and the beginning of peace talks with the Arab World in 1991 fc(as 
led some 40 nations to resume or establish ties with the Jewish 
state. Mozambique was plagued by dvil warfare for 15 years until last 
October, and the economy of the southeast African nation remains 
one of the poorest in the world. By establishing ties with Isragf- 
poor nations gain access to Israel's technical assistance as well 
its arms industry and its close alliance with the United States. 


French premier meets Moroccan King 


RABAT (R) — French Prime Minister Edouard Bahadur discussed 
Morocco’s relations with the European Community and other 
topics in a meeting with King Hassan on Friday, an official French 
source said. The French source said a major topic in talks between 
Mr. Baltadur and King Hassan at the palace in- Rabat was 
Morocco’s relations with the European Community. Exploratory 
talks have been completed prior to negotiating a new partnership 
with the EC.'Bided as the next best thing to full membership of the 
EC, France has promised to support the partnership designed to 
lead eventually to a free trade zone. At a brief news conference at 
the end of a 22-hour offidal visit, Mr. Bahadur said he also 
discussed with the king the situation in the Balkans, the Middle 
East peace process, Lebanon and. the Western Sahara conflict. 


Extremists set fire to Algerian town halls:. 


ALGIERS (AP) — Arsonists hurling firebombs set fire to three 
town halls Friday, while gunmen killed three police officers in a pair 
of attacks. Authorities blamed Islamic extremists. Town halls in 
Medea, south of Algiers, and in the eastern communities of Emir 
Abdul Kader and Ka ous were set alight, officials said. The 
assailants escaped. Details on damages and casualties were not 
available. A police station in the western city of Tlemcen was 
attacked with firebombs and automatic weapons fire. No one was 
injured. Meanwhile, two police officers were killed in an ambush jj£* 
the Algiers neighbourhood of Eucalyptus, and another slaiu&J'y 
gunmen on a bus in Blida, about 50 kilometres south of the capita. 
The deaths brought to 18 the number of police or soldiers trilled 
since July 1 in attacks attributed to Islamic extremists fighting to 
overthrow- the military-backed government. 


2 suspected Sudanese coup plotters freed • X 


KHARTOUM (R) — Two suspects in an alleged coup plot & 
Sudan have been freed by a committee investigating the incident, 'a 
Khartoum newspaper said Saturday. Abdul Rahman Ibrahim, 
head of the committee, was quoted by Al Sudan Al Hadith 
(Modern Sudan) as saying Attallah Ali Karamallah, 49, of Kerirfia 
in northern Sudan, and Mohammad Ali Hamid, 22, from Port 
Sudan, were found not to be involved in the plot. A week ago the 
committee released on bail three other suspects. The government 
said in May it had uncovered a plot to overthrow military, leader 
Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan Al Bashir. It said at the time 
that 13 people had been arrested and had confessed. 


57 dead in 2 road accidents in Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Two road accidents in Turkey early Saturday 
left 57 dead and 34 injured, the Turkish news agency Anatolia aod 
state television channel TRT1 reported. At least 49 people died 
J™ : 33 wer * injured when two coaches collided Saturday at abojrt 
4:30 a.m. (0130 GMT) near A van os, Nevsehir province, 380 
kilometres southeast of the capital Ankara, TRT1 said. The crash 
happened when the driver of a passenger coach tried to overtake a 
vehide on the Kayseri-Ankara road and collided head-on with 
anojer coadi travelling in the opposite direction. In the seamf 
a0 »?-j j 1, pcop'e died and another was injured when a loriy 
£ “ ed J wth * on the Sanliuifr-Mardin road in 

Anatol,a dose *o the Syrian border, AnatoBi 
Tit T paS5 f n 8 ers «*«> d »ed were members of the s*m? 

dnver ™ seriously hurt, the agency saxt 
police statistics, 6.015 people died and 53^73 wfiii 
injured on Turkish roads in 1992. . : ' 


2* Athens (RJ) 

Victim (RJ) 

"■J* — — Rome(RJ) 

Ms w Frankfurt. Geneva (RJ) 


Othwr Rights (Terminal 2): j 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Lairaca(RJ) j 

55 s3 ® Doha, Bahrain (Gtf) ! 


Laraca (CY) 

Aha Dhabi, Bahrain (GF7 

Moscow (SU) 

SS Cairo (MS) 

Bchui (ME) 


*400 Doha, Bahrain 

«=« Moscow 

21:25 Cairo 


market prices 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


JSJ Beirut, Paris (RJ) 

Bonn (RJ) 

Tuna. Ctoblanca (RJ) 

Rook(RJ) 

Vienna ;Rj) 

I2d0 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ j 
Istanbul (RJ) 

5r*5 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

- New Delhi (Rj) 


32 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

52 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

5S 


price m Os per ' 

Banana 680 / 680! 

Banana (Mukammar) 633/620. 

520/350- 

CaW»SC 100/50, 

Carrot 280220' 

Cauliflower 18 tf 100' 

°»«Ty(n5d) 750)800 1 

Cuounbeii (large) 100 / SO - 

Encumbers (small) 170/120! 

3»*ant 170 / 50. 

700 / 500* 

prapci 300200' 

if 0 ®" SBO/jaO: 

Mawowflaifc) — 150/ 100! 

Marrow (small) 250/200. 

Mint __ 50 . 

«so«o : 

Omon(chy) 140/7° 

340000 « 

antfoo! 

ffopcr(hot) 360/300; 

Feppcr (eweet) 3007 22QLj 

23ff ISP 

Tomato , 130/60.' 

2**®* 1 "** 2W1S0 • 

watermelon 1«M0 j 


c\ 


SHome News 

9s* 



JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JULY 25, 1993 3 


Turkish foreign minister to visit Jordan 
after 13-year lull in official visits 


•Royal Court Chief Khaled AI Karakj receives the 

■ iwnbassador of Comoros to Egypt Ibrahim Abdul- 

d l n Out J lah who arrived in Amman from Damascus Satur- 

; 

sect 


day on an official visit to Jordan. Mr. Abdullah is 
carrying a message to His Majesty King Hussein 
from the president of Comoros {Petra photo) 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jofdan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hikniat Cetin arrives 
here today (Sunday) on a three- 
day visit for talks an bilateral 
relations and the Middle East 
peace process, as well as the 
conflict in former Yugoslavia 
among other issues. 

Mr. Cetin. who will be the first 
Turkish foreign minister to pay 
an official visit to Jordan in 13 
years, will discuss “all issues of 
mutual concern and ways and 
means lo expand Jordanian- 
Turkish cooperation,” said the 
Turkish ambassador to Jordan, 
Mehmet Irtemoelik. 

“These will include of course 
the peace process and regional 
developments and the conflict in 
Bosnia- Herzegovina.” he said. 

Jordan and Turkey are in the 
forefront of Islamic countries de- 


manding forceful international 
action to end the war in Bosnia 
pitting Muslims against Serbs and 
Croats in the aftermath of the 
disintegration of Yugoslavia. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Prime Minister Abdul SaJam Al 
Majali, who is also foreign minis- 
ter. Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Tala! Al Hassan and Plan- 
ning Minister Ziad Fariz will be 
holding talks with Mr. Cetin. 
Ambassador Irtemoelik said. 

Mr. Cetin, who retained his 
portfolio in a government change 
in Ankara in mid-June, and sche- 
duled to visit Amman June 22. 
But an upsurge in anti-Turkish 
violence in Europe by Kurdish 
rebels forced him to postpone the 
visit. 

The ambassador said no new 
Jordanian-Turkish agreement 
was expected to be announced 
during Mr. Cetin’s visit. The rrip 


will offer Mr. Cetin an opportun- 
ity “to exchange views with the 
Jordanian leadership on various 
issues — bilateral, regional and 
iniemational." he said. 

“Turkey and Jordan have an 
excellent relationship and we 
share identical views on many 
issues,” Mr. Irtemoelik told the 
Jordan Times. 

The two countries have several 
cooperation agreements, and 
Ankara is “very satisfied with the 
framework of accords, but would 
like to strengthen their imple- 
mentation,” the ambassador said. 

The then Turkish foreign 
minister, visited Jordan in De- 
cember 1980. Since then foreign 
ministers of the two countries 
have paid working visits to each 
other — including attendance at 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence and regional meetings — but 
no official visits have been made 
after Taher Al Masri visired Ank- 


ara in M3y 1991 in his capacity as 
foreign minister of Jordan. 

Jordanian-Turkish trade has 

grown considerably in the past 
few years. 

Jordan imported Turkish pro- 
ducts worth JD 97.4 million in 
1992. Up from JD 57.14 million in 
1991. JD 46.11 million in 1990 
and JD 28.14 million in 1989. 

Turkish imports from Jordan 
totalled JD 13.27 million in 1992, 
JD 13.07 million in 1991. JD 
15.11 million in 1990 and JD 
11.46 million in 1989. 

Mr. Cetin will leave Jordan for 
Israel on Tuesday. He will be the 
first Turkish foreign minister to 
visit the Jewish state. 

His talks in Israel will deal with 
the Middle East peace process 
and Turkish-Israeli relations and 
cooperation in tourism and other 
areas between the two countries, 
according to reports from Ank- 


ara. 

Turkey supports the 21 -month- 
old Arab-Israeli negotiations and 
is a participant in all the working 
groups of the multilateral phase 
of the American-Russian- 
sponsored peace process. 

Ankara tried to host an inter- 
national meeting with focus on 
Middle East water in November 
1991, shortly after the Middle 
East peace process got off in 
Madrid in October, 'but Arab 
objections to sitting down with 
Israel before agreements were 
reached on political issues 
aborted the plans. 

Turkey, which has abundam 
water resources, is expected to 
play a key role in any regional 
water-sharing arrangement. A 
dormant proposal is to build pipe- 
lines to ferry Turkish water down 
to the Gulf states through Syria. 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 
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Educators seek to 
eradicate illiteracy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
and Islamic worlds lack appropri- 
ate and international standards 
programmes for training teachers 
'specialising in adult education 
.and in the eradication of illitera- 
cy, but the Ministry of Education 
-in Jordan is now focusing on such 
'programmes. Minister of Educa- 
tion and Higher Education 
Khaled Al Omari said Saturday. 
JrOur universities have been 
Training school teachers in the 
traditional method, but it is 
hoped proper attention would 
now be directed towards adult 
education, the minister said in an 
address at the opening of a train- 
ling seminar attended by delegates 
.involved in adult education. 

' In the 10-day seminar the parti- 
cipants will discuss the concept 
.and methods of eradicating illi- 
jteracy, Jordan’s own related ex- 
periences and programmes, prob- 
lems encountered in teaching 
.illiterate adults, textbooks for 
.illiterates, adult classes and pre- 
paring educational aids. 


Adult education teachers are in 
need of special skills and training 
enabling them to deal with illiter- 
ates and attain positive results, 
said Dr. Omari. 

This seminar, organised in 
cooperation with the Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) 
falls within the Jordanian educa- 
tional development plans which 
aim at reducing illiteracy in the 
Kingdom to eight per cent by the 
end of the centuty, he added. 

Dr. Omari thanked ISESCO 
for supporting the Kingdom’s 
efforts in dealing with illiteracy. 
ISESCO representative Izzal 
Arab Katani reviewed at the 
opening session the organisa- 
tion's programmes which, be 
said, include training of teachers 
to eradicate illiteracy in the Isla- 
mic world. 

Ministry of Education repre- 
sentative Saoud Mahmoud said 
the rate of illiteracy in Jordan has 
dropped from 67.6 in 1961 to 15.5 
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Participants 


Arab 


a 10-day seminar on eradicating illiteracy (Petra photo) 


Islamic worlds Saturday attend the opening session of 


per cent this year. 

Following the opening addres 
ses. the minister opened an Isla- 
mic world’s children's drawing 
exhibition organised by ISESCO. 

The four-day exhibition dis- 


plays 54 paintings that have 
already been displayed in six Isla- 
mic nations. 

Children with entries at the 
exhibition came from Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Pakistan, 


Bahrain, Bangladesh, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Iraq, Palestine, 
Qata, Kuwait, Libya, the Mal- 
dives. Morocco and Egypt. 

The seminar is being held at 
the Teachers' Club in Amman. 
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.AJLOUN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Ghazi Ben 
liyiohamroad Saturday opened the 
.seventh camp for youth from 
Jordan living abroad, an annual 
qyent aimed at orienting the 
^youngsters on Jordanian cultural 
'\pnd economic development and 
'altering and strengthening their 
fibs with their homeland. 

, m A hundred participants living 
jn 20 Arab an'? foreign countries 
are participating in the camp acti- 
vities organised by the Ministry of 
Youth. 

Prince Ghazi, who deputised at 
■the opening ceremony for His 
JRoyal Highness Crown Prince 
.Hassan, the Regent, toured sec- 
tions of the camp located at 
.Ajloun and listened to the young 
.men’s ideas and views. 

- .. Minister of Youth Abdullah 
.Qweidat, who delivered an 
.address at the ceremony, said 
Jordanians living abroad serve as 
ambassadors for their country, 
reflecting its good image and 
. projecting its aspirations. 

‘)J>. Oweidat said the partid- 
jSfnts in the week-long event will 
^organise seminars and visits to 


places of interest. 

The Ajloun district governor 
and local offidals and individuals 
attended the ceremony at the 
camp. 

Young women’s camp starts 
for 5 days in Dibbin 

Meanwhile, a group of 310 young 
women from Jordan and several 
Arab countriec gathered at the 
permanent scout camp at Dibbin 
new Jerash Saturday to start a 
five-day scouting camp, the 
seventh of its kind to be orga- 
nised in Jordan during the sum- 
mers. 

Coming in the wake of a similar 
camp for young male scouts 
which ended last week, the parti- 
dpants will get training in auto 
mechanics, plumbing, painting, 
handicrafts, music, drawing and 
painting, enter sports and re- 
creational programmes and make 
visits to places of interest includ- 
ing archaeological sites and 
Jordanian development projects. 

The gathering is more like a 
conference of young women in-, 
volved in scouts activities with the 
aim of helping participants in- 


teract in cultural, soda! and other 
activities and benefit from va- 
rious experiences, said Minister 
of Education and Higher Educa- 
tion Khaled AI Omari at a cere- 
mony formally opening the camp. 

The scout movement serves to 
maintain close contacts among 
Arab youth and is considered as 
an integral part of the ongoing 
education process which caters to 
the social, mental and physical 
requirements of a person, the 
minister added. 

The presence of participants 
from Arab and Islamic countries 
in the camp, he added, embodies 
the idea of unity among the na- 
tion. 

Later the minister opened an 
exhibition organised by the parti- 
cipants, displaying paintings, 
photographs, handicrafts, 
embroideries and other items re- 
flecting life in the participating 
countries. 

The Ministry of Education, 
said Dr. Omari later, will con- 
tinue to plan annual camp activi- 
ties which, he said, are of great 
benefit to the youth of Jordan 
and other countries. 





SUDAN-JORDAN TRADE TIES: Minister of 

Trade and Industry Bassam Al Saket Saturday 
receives Sudanese Minister of Industry and Trade 
T*Jh 1 S5rr Mustafa who arrived in Amman at the 
;head of an official delegation. Here on a several-day 


visit, Mr. Mustafa will bold talks with Jordanian , 
officials on means of enhancing cooperation be- 
tween the two countries in economic and commer- 
dal fields. (Petra photo). 





EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition by Syrian artist Sakhr Farzat 
at the Bakka Art Gallery, Fnheis City. 

, * Exhibition of a new coUecthm of art works by 
*. Princess Wtfdan Aii at The Gallery, Hotel 
Jordan InteiContinental. 

■ -A- Exhibition of paintingc and ceramics by AD Al 
Mi'nuur, Hamm Al Zu’bi, Abdul Raouf Sha- 
m'otm and Jala! Ureiqat at Eshbeefia Art 
Gallery, 6th Circle, Amra Shopping Centre. 
Art exhibition by Rana Dia and M oh a mm ad 


Kadoumi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

LECTURE 

& Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Is There Any 
Hope of Settling Arab Disputes, and How?” 
by Dr. Yousef Al Hassan at 630 p.m. at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation. 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

Arabic play entitled “Gdgamesfa” at 8:30 
p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


Workshop on managing 
industry projects to start 


AMMAN (Petra) — Private and 
public sector representatives will 
have an opportunity to share 
experiences and acquire additional 
knowledge on modern manage- 
ment of industrial projects at a 
nine-day regional workshop that 
starts Monday in Amman. 

The workshop will address the 
assessment, management and 
implementation of industrial pro- 
jects and related consultancy ser- 
vices. 

Twenty participants from Arab 
and Islamic countries including 
Jordan are taking part in the 
workshop which will be addres- 
sed by experts from France, Po- 
land and Finland. 

The workshop has been orga- 
nised by the Higher Council for 
Science, Technology and De- 
velopment, an institution estab- 


lished by the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) and 
the United Nations Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation (UN- 
IDO). 

The delegates will deal with 
consultancy services related to: 
industrial projects, market analy- 
sts, gathering and analysing data 
related to market forces, produc- 
tion potentials, management of 
industrial projects, acquisition of 
production technology, elements 
of success in industrial invest- 
ments, marketing operations and 
modem planning for industrial 
investment. 

The participants invited to take 
part in the workshop are senior 
officials representing organisa- 
tions concerned with investments 
in the Arab and Islamic nations. 
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A man enjoys a relaxing moment atop Mount Nebo overlooking thej 
Jordan Valley and the West Bank (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 
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Lebanon, Jordan agree to free 
some commodity restrictions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Lebanon have agreed to “free a 
number of commodities traded 
between them from financial and 
administrative restrictions and 
decided to exempt a list of Jorda- 
nian and Lebanese national pro- 
ducts from customs duty,” Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Bassam 
Al Saket announced Saturday. 

Speaking upon returning from 
Beirut where he held talks on 
trade and economic cooperation 
with the Lebanese government. 
Dr. Saket said the decision was 
made in order to encourage im- 
ports and exports between Jordan 
and Lebanon. 

Agreement was reached on 
organising a Jordanian trade fair 
in Lebanon and a Lebanese fair 
in Jordan, both designed to orient 
the public to each other’s national 
products and further boost trade 
ties, said the minister who was 
accompanied by a team of offi- 
cials. 

During the visit, the minister 
exchanged with his Lebanese 
counterpart instruments of rati- 
fication of a trade agreement 
signed in Amman last October. 

The agreement provides for an 
increase in the volume of ex- 
changed goods between the two 



R gssam Al Sake! 

countries. 

In Beirut, Dr. Saket was re- 
ceived by Lebanon's president, 
Elias Hrawi, held talks with 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, the 
ministers of industry, economy 
.and , trade, as well as withthe 
speaker of Lebanon's parliament. 

Lebanese officials welcomed 
Jordan's drive to re-establish soli- 
darity among Arab countries as 


well as Jordan's efforts for 
achieving trade and industrial in- 
tegration among Arab states, the 
minister reported. 

Dr. Saket said the Lebanese 
government is interested in in- 
creasing the volume of goods 
traded with Jordan rather than 
retaining the present balance of 
trade. 

In light of current trends 
among nations of the world to 
form economic blocs, and in the 
* absence of comprehensive Arab 
agreements on economic and 
trade cooperation, it has become 
necessary for Jordan and Leba- 
non to take steps towards bolster- 
ing their bilateral cooperation 
and removing obstacles to trade, 
noted the minister. 

Meanwhile, a delegation repre- 
senting the St. Joseph University 
of Beirut Saturday met Dr. 
Ahmad Hisban, ministry of high- 
er education secretary general 
here and discussed education 
cooperation. 

Dr. Hisban outlined the minis- 
try's functions and responsibili- 
ties and discussed with the visi- 
tors Jordanian regulations for 
establishing the equivalence of 
certificates and degrees awarded 
by Lebanese universities. 


INTERNATIONAL 
BREAST-FEEDING 
DAY : Jordan will 
observe International 
Breast-feeding Day 
Aug. 1 and is organis- 
ing a series of func- 
tions to promote the 
practice. The Jorda- 
nian Family P lanning 
and Family Protec- 
tion Society, the 
Queen Alia Jordan 
Soda! Welfare Fund 
(QAF) and several 
concerned organisa- 
tions are joining 
hands in in 
pkmenting a series of 
seminars and meet- 
ings In a number of 
regions. Women lead- 
ers win address these 
gatherings and will 
highlight the import- 
ance of breast-feeding 
and its benefits for 
the mother and child. 
QAF said efforts will 
be made to spread 
this information to 
the largest possible 
number of organisa- 
tions concerned with 
mother and child 
health 



HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Ra’d visits Al Bal’awi family Interior minister meets with Qatari envoy 


IRBID (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid Saturday visited the family of the late 
Fawziyya Al Bal’awi whose family donated her 
corneas to Princess Basma Hospital in Irbid. 
Prince Ra’d conveyed to the family of the deceased 
the condolences of His Majesty King Hussein and 
his thanks for their humanitarian gesture. Prince 
Ra’d was accompanied on the visit by Irbid 
Governor Fayez Al Abbadi and director of the 
Irbid Police Department, Brigadier Hashem Al 
Qaisi. 

Duchess of Kent opens archaeology exhibit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Kent Saturday opened at the Royal 
Cultural Centre an exhibition of British archaeolo- 
gical projects in Jordan to celebrate the publication 
of a book entitled “Studies on Roman and Islamic 
Amman” by Alistair Northedge. The duchess 
delivered an address at the opening ceremony 
stressing that the exhibition reflects the continua- 
tion of the British historical interest in Jordan. The 
opening ceremony of the two-week exhibition was 
attended by Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Yana! Hikat, Director General of the Antiquities 
Department Safwan Tell, President of Al al Bait 
University Adnan Al Bakhit, senior officials, the 
director of the British Institute at Amman for 
Archaeology and History and the British ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad received at the ministry Saturday Qatari 
Ambassador to Jordan Nasser Abdul Aziz Al 
Nasser. The two discussed scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Qatar. 

AYF to hold seminar on King Abdullah 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Youth Forum 
(AYF) Sunday will organise a seminar on the late 
King Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, the founder of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Several scholars 
and intellectuals will participate in the seminar and 
will talk about the life, achievements and national 
stands of the late monarch. 

VTC to introduce new 
specialisations 

EIN AL BASHA (Petra) — The Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) has undertaken 
several arrangements to introduce new specialisa- 
tions at the Vocational Training Centre in Ein AI 
Basha to help meet the needs of the local labour 
market and tackling unemployment among Jorda- 
nians. Centre Director Yousef Khanfar said tb? 
new specialisations include electronics, industrial 
knitting, leather works, bakery and confectionary 
works and hair dressing. The number of existing 
vocational specialisations at the centre already 
totals 17. 
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High school, low scorers 


Tfffi FAILURE of over 50 per cent of high school 
sMyfents to pass the General Certificate of Educa- 
tion, tawjihi; final exams Is alarming. On Friday, 
the; Ministry of Education announced that only 
49.2 per cent of the tawjihi students passed the 
exam. Translated into figures that means that out 
of 73,242 students who sat for the exam around 
37,900 students failed and have to either repeat 
the exam or live without a “certificate” and 
without any skill whatsoever. Out of the 35,000 
who passed only around 15,000 will secure a 
university seat at any of the 10 universities here. 
That leaves another 20,000 who, though they have 
‘Ha certificate” will have no skills. They, of 
course, are the ones who scored the lowest among 
those who passed. In all, 55,000 high school 
leavers join the workforce without any skills. 
Many will of course join community colleges, 
vocational tr aining institutes or the army, as 
conscripts, and will subsequently be trained in 
different trades. 


AO these figures are alarming because they 
show how weak the educational system is, on the 
one hand, and because they add to the numbers of 
the unemployed, on the other. Although we have 
been aware of the educational reform process for 
the past 15 years, we fail to see any tangible result. 
It seems that either the educational system is 
unable to achieve more than 50 per cent of its 
goal, as evidenced by the failure rate or students 
are intentionally allowed to fail in order to stem 
the flow of high school graduates and the pressure 
on universities. 


There have been numerous conferences, semi- 
nars, visiting experts, abroad-going officials on 
sdtoiarships; all, it seems, to no avail. The failure 
of 35,000 students to pass the tawjihi is a great loss 
both in terms of time and funds. There must be 
something fundamentally wrong with all of this. 
Whether it is low funding, low paid teachers, the 
wrong curriculum, or an undirected educational , 
process, something drastic must be done to rectify 
2lse situation. We cannot afford to continue to 
inject thousands of young people into the market 
without equipping them with the right education 
that would enable them to positively contribute to 
the future of society. 


IPRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAEL YESTERDAY massed troops- and tanks along the 
border with Lebanon while Premier Yitzhak Rabin issued fresh 


threats against Lebanon and Syria, said A1 Ra’i daily Saturday. 
Mr. Rabin said that the Israeli forces could launch an aggression 
on Lebanon any lime now in retaliation for resistance attacks on 
Israeli positions over the past few weeks, added the daily. But, it 
said, (his time Israel will not And its aggression unanswered since, 
beside the Lebanese and Palestinian resistance forces, it will be 
facing the Lebanese army and suffer heavy losses. Similar to its 
invasions of 1978 and 1982, Israel is bound to face defeat at the 
hands of the resistance forces and the internal turmoil on the 
domestic front, warned the paper. It said that the Lebanese 
armed forces and people will not remain passive and will defend 
their homeland if Israel chooses to wage another aggression on 
their' country. Israel is threatening to wage another war on 
Lebanon not only in defiance of the world community and 


international rules but also in disregard of the peace process, 
continued the daily. By continuously talking about war and 


continued the daily. By continuously talking; about war and 
a gg ression. Israel is showing the world that it is not keen on 
achieving a lasting peace with its Arab neighbours, added the 
paper. It said that by launching a new aggression, Israel is 
endangering the peace of the whole region. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dostonr Saturday criticised the ongoing 
executions in Egypt, noting that violence and violent actions can 
only beget violence and revenge. Experience in "arious countries 
has proved that only through peaceful dialogue and discussion of 
the mic causes of violence can a country live in peace and that 
executions and bloodshed can only draw more bloodshed and acts 
of revenge, said Saleh Ai Qallab. By starting the executions, the 
Egyptian authorities have now opened a door which they will find 
almost impossible to dose, he said. The writer said that the 
Egyptians are not used to executions, and the life sentences 
passed by >he courts on the extremists are bound to backfire and 
stir symp.ii'iy in the hearts of most Egyptians for those conde- 
mned to C .jth. Egypt and the Egyptian people are known to be 
(deram br» religious and it would have been wiser if the Egyptian * 
authorities bad dealt with the underlying causes of violence 
peacefully ■ -.ttcad of dealing with them in violently, the writer 
said. He sa <i that it would be better for the Egyptian authorities 
to try to « .1 with the domestic issues without any foreign 
influence. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked AI Fanek 


Peace dividend — reality or myth 


The peace process was set in motion 22 months ago without 
tangible results, yet the expectations regarding the outcome vary 
a lot. Some observers think that the peace process is going 
nowhere and will fade away and die with time because Israel is not 
interested in real peace. Other observers think that a final 
settlement has already been worked out and that every party is 
trying to get one last bit more in its favour before the signing 
ceremony. 

At best, the final outcome of the several rounds of negotiations 
is still in doubt, and thus peace will not be taken for granted until 
it actually happens. More uncertain are the economic consequ- 
ences of peace if and when it happened. 

Common sense suggests that a major alteration of the Arab- 
Israeli status quo will bring with it risks and rewards, losses and 


established and dependable markets in Europe and the United 
States. Foreign investments will be very slow. Except for 
tourism-related activities, there is very little to expect. 


As far as the Jordanian economy is concerned, much depends 
i the vision and imaeination of the negotiators. The peace 


gains. The problem is that some analysts do not see except the 
risks and losses, while others see only rewards and gains. Both 
parties tend to exaggerate the possible outcome. They predict 
either complete collapse of the Jordanian economy under the 
impact of unfair competition from a heavily subsidised Israeli 
economy or a great prosperity due to a flow of foreign aid and 
investments. • 

So far, intellectuals and politicised activists are, mostly on the 
pessimistic side, while the investors and businessmen in the 
private sector are on the optimistic side. 

The pessimists point out the capacity of the Israeli economy to 
overwhelm the Jordanian market and crowd out most Jordanian 
infant industries, while the speculators in Amman stock -exchange 
pushed prices of shares up beyond reason, on the understanding 
that the forthcoming peace will allow Jordanian companies to 
prosper. 

There are of course no good reasons to back either line of 
thinking. The Israeli industry is not terribly efficient and 
competitive. It will continue to be westward oriented, having its 


on the vision and imagination of the negotiators. The peace 
formula may entail grave risks if it means a free trade zone, a 
customs union, a common market or any other form of 
discrimination in fayour of Israel. While the risks will be minimal, 
if peace converts Israel to an ordinary country with normal trade 
relations in line with those we maintain with other foreign 
countries like Turkey, Cyprus, or Greece. 

The report issued recently by a Harvard University Institute 
was a dangerous sign. Its recommendations would be a prescrip- 
tion for disaster to the Jordanian economy. It tried to give Israel 
much more that it was always after — normalisation of economic 
relations with its Arab neighbours, which we should be ready to 
implement if and when Israel is ready to withdraw from all Arab 
lands occupied in June 1967, and to recognise the Palestinian 
people’s national rights. 

The crucial factor which will determine whether peaceful 
settlement will mean prosperity or disaster is whether the peace 
accords will produce a normal Israel or a dominating and 
favoured Israel. 


The Harvard report should be an eye opener. Our position 
should be very clean Normalisation is possible only after an 
acceptable peaceful settlement is reached and normalisation 
should not mean more than treating Israel as an ordinary Middle 
Eastern country. Israel should not expect privileges over those 
practiced in inter-Arab trade and economic relations, as the 
misguided Harvard report advocated. 

It goes without saying that we are for peace, but not any peace, 
at any price. 



U.S., Europe hit for Bosnian failure 


By Arthur Spiegetman 
Reuter 


NEW YORK — Is the Bosnian 
capital of Sarajevo dose to col- 
lapse, bringing down with it 
hopes of a peaceful new world 
order, and if so, who is to blame 
— small-time Balkan nationalists, 
Europe at large or the world's 
only remaining superpower? 

Grim news have filtered in of 
Serbian advances in the mountain 
battlefield above Sarajevo, put- 
ting peace talks at risk in Geneva 
while the Clinton administration 
hovered on the sidelines, pointing 
fingers at Europe and saying it 
could no longer help the Bos- 
nians. 

The day's events prompted 
such pessimism that U.S. foreign 
policy experts began debating 
just how long Sarajevo could hold 
out — days, weeks or months — 
and renewed the already bitter 
argument of just how -much 
Washington and Europe were to 
blame. 

Experts at one Washington 
think tank, the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies, spent the morning analysing 
what might be the next step — a 
U.N. protected evacuation of 
Sarajevo now in the 16th month 
of a siege. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie 
Weisel, who tried to get warring 
Balkan leaders together last year, 
compared what was happening to 


Britain and France caving in to 
Hitler over his dismemberment of 
Czechoslovakia. 

“If the powers want to save 
Sarajevo, they can... instead, 
Europe is blaming the United 
States, the United States is blam- 
ing Europe and people are dying. 
There is a moral failure some- 
where. Here is a nation being 
qpandoned and sacrificed." 


state publicly washing his hands 
while Sarajevo is about to fall. 
This will be a moral and geo- 
political setback for the West and 
it reflects the failure of leadership 
in Europe in the first instance and 
the United States in the second." 

He added, “I am profoundly 
embarrassed as an American. 
What is happening now makes a 
mockery now of the slogan ‘never 


“If the powers want to save Sarajevo, they 
can.. .instead, Europe is biaming the Un- 
ited States, the United States is blaming 
Europe and people are dying. There is a 
moral failure somewhere. Here is a nation 
being abandoned and sacrificed 


In Washington, President Bill 
Clinton tried on Thursday (o sof- 
ten the sour taste left by com- 
ments made a day earlier by 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, who said there was no- 
thing more the United States 
could do. The president insisted 
the United States was still trying 
to secure a peace. 

But the words rang hollow for 
many experts. 

Former Carter administration 
National Security Adviser Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski said, “2 think 
frankly that it is a shameful 
spectacle to see the secretary of 


again . 

Mr. Brzezinski said it was still 
not too late to lift the embargo on 
arms to the Bosnians and for U.S. 
warplanes to start firing on for- 
ward Serbian positions. But he 
added that it was too late just to 
make threats. 

The Clinton administration 
sounded such threats six weeks 
ago, but it backed away when it 
failed to win European support. 
Since then the Serbian onslaught 
has gathered steam with Croatia 
also making inroads into Bosnian 
territory. 

Michael Palaschak, an analyst 


with the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, says it may 
be only a matter of days before 
the Serbians overrun the Bosnian 
military command headquarters 
on Mount Igman overlooking 
Sarajevo and then make it even 
harder for the Bosnians to fight. 

“What little central coordina- 
tion they have will be lost. Then 
the Serbs will strengthen their 
hold on the southwestern suburbs 
of the city and that may dose this 
chapter of the war because this 
will force the Bosnian Muslims to 
accept a peace plan. They will 
have no choice but surrender,” 
he said. 

He and other experts say the 
Serbs won’t even have to enter 
Sarajevo because their position 
will be so commanding that they 
can wait for winter to do the rest. 

But he warned that a Serb 
victory in Bosnia would only push 
the Serbians to further war in 
Croatia and then Kosovo and 
Macedonia where 300 Americans 
troops have been dispatched. 

“The Serbs will be able to do 
what they want. That is going to 
be :the lesson of Bosnia and that 
is a concern for a lot of people 
because if we don't do something 
in the former Yugoslavia, we will 
be setting a pattern for tensions in 
other parts of the world,” Mr. 
Palaschak said. 


“We could be looking at 20 
years of nationalist wars of libera- 
tion. This is not going to be a bright 
period in world history.” 
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With reference to the news and photograph printed in Saturday's 
edition of the Jordan Times (July 24, 1993), regarding the murder of 
children in Rio de Janeiro, I wish to bring to your attention a 
statement by Mr. Itamar Franco, president of Brazil, regarding that 
most unfortunate incident. In the statement, the president said: 
“As a father, as a citizen, and as the president of the republic, I am 
horrified' by what happened in Rio de Janeiro. 

The minister of justice has been instructed to follow very closely 
the work of the Rio dr Janeiro police, so as to identify and deliver to 
the judiciary the sordid murderers of children.” 

Fernando Silva Alves, 
Ambassador, 

Amman. 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer's full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts . 
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the Western 
approach to Mideast 


By Peter R- Alien-Frost 


ONE VIEWER of CNN who 
followed the Waco Texas saga 
wrote in to the network to state 
that the whole incident snowed 
just how intolerant the United 
States was of religious eccen- 
trics. That was not the only 
such point raised by concerned 
Americans. While one can 
argue as to just when eccentric- 
ity becomes downright danger- 
ous, the Waco Saga started 
some thoughts rolling. 

“It was typically American 
from start to finish,” remarked 
one correspondent for a major 
American news organisation, 
“■jiie Messianic fervour of the 
Waco group, the feeling that 
this threatened the fabric of 
American society.” (While not 
approving of weapons caches 
or child abuse he might well 
have a point). He feels that 
Americans (U.S. residents that 
is) are significantly less toler- 
ant of eccentrics than the non- 
U.S. world might suppose, an 
argument I have heard before 
usually from persons whose 
way of life is not “mainstream 
America" or who are decidely 
not “politically correct." 

“My God, Peter, how can 
you say we we do not tolerate 
eccentrics? I'm from California 
and look at the wackos we 
have there!'* exclaimed 
another U.S. correspondent. 
To which I replied that some 
argument might cynically be 
made that California was: a) 
Not part of the U.S., b) not 
part of the American main- 
stream or c) a place main- 
stream America might like to 
obliterate anyway. 

Which triggered another 
train of thought. 

When America (let's use 
that name even though I mean 
pre-statehood U.S. of A.) was 
in diapers, back when the Pil- 
grim Fathers landed, the Puri- 
tans were propagating their 
own “Myth of Mission". As 
the Waco Davidians believed 
they were chosen by God for a 
mission, so did the Puritans. 
And it is a train of thought 
which has permeated down the 
centuries and is echoed in 
modern American speech, 
thought, custom and politics, 
despite the “melting pot” of 
America (which also seems to 
be a misnomer). The Puritans 
were distinctly intolerant of 
non-Puritans and were not 
above killing them or capturing 
them for sale as slaves, as a 
letter from legendary Cotton 
Mather states quite dearly. It 
is worthwhile reproducing the 
complete letter: 


“You know," the American 
ambassador reportedly said, “you 
'must have a two party system of 
elections." 

“But we are a non-party socie- 
ty “ the president reportedly re- 
minded. “I cannot go out and 
start an opposition party. My own 
standing will be immensely 
weakened!" 

“You want aid, you need an 


opposition, 


the ambassador 


allegedly replied. 

So at the last elections Kenya 
fielded an opposition. It lost. 

The British had a similar 
approach to global politics, they 
insisted that Third World coun- 
tries, to use the non-politicalJy|& • - 
correct term, must have parlia- * ■ 

ments and prime ministers. To * t 

conform to this British peculiar- 
ity, and under British pressure, * ^ 

some local rulers in the British “V ' 

Empire installed parliaments. T 

“Ah,” breathed Britannia, ^ 

“democracy in action.” , 

Really? * 

The belief that the native p'; 

actually understands English but 
stubbornly refuses to speak it and . 

thus has to be shouted at, is ' 

inherent in English speaking col- unur 

onisatron. but such peculiarities 
as the inability to grasp that not 
all the world dances to a civilised ^ 
beat (you define civilised) is the ^ wl 
real White Man’s burden. ln 

Prior to his invasion of Egypfc 
Napoleon Buonaparte procure® raiwn! 

an Arabic language typewriter, <*’ st “ r 

typesetters and Arabic-French in- 
terpreters (Middle Eastern 01 

Christians who happened to be in w;. to 

Rome were “recruited"). Their 'i'® 11 

task was to prepare documents phareef 

for distribution to the Egyptians. to u ' v 
Hie general seemed convinced l: ap 

that once the Egyptians read the 
documents they would accept the bmun 

French with open arms and upon “hen I 


his demand pay taxes to support 
his invasion. The first document 


made a proclamation on bebalf of 
the French Republic, based on 
the principles of liberty and 
equality. 


“It is a train of 
thought which has 
permeated down 
the centuries and is 
echoed in modern 
American speech 
thought , custom* 
and politics , de- 
spite the f ‘melting 
pot **■ of America . 99 


Cotton Mather to John 
Higginson, dated A.D. 1682: 


LInfortunalely for Napoleon, 
There be now a r seas a ship as British scholar Professor Ber- 
called Welcome (an ironic choice nard Lewis said in a lecture two 


of name I would say) which has years ago, Napoleon’s problem 
on board 100 or more of the “was not really one of translating 


heretics and malignants called from one language to another, 
“Quakers” with W. Penn, who is which would have been relatively 


the chief scamp, at the head of simple. It was a problem of trans- 


them. The General Court has la ting 


one culture to 


accordingly given sacred orders another, from modem end-of- 
to Master Malachi Huscott, of the the- 18th-century western Europe 


brig Porpoise, to waylay the said to an Islamic World still' aim' 
Welcome slyly and near the Cape untouched by even the beL 
of Cod as may be, and make nings of westernisation, certainty 
captive the said Penn and his much less in Egypt than in Tur- 


ungodly crew, so that the Lord key, and to use a langua ge — 
may be glorified and not mocked namely Arabic — which bad not 


°f? 0*“ new country previously been called upon to 

with the heathen worship of these express a whole series of notions 
people. Much spoil can be made which, by the time of the French 
by selling the whole lot to Bard- Revolution, were already com- 
bados. where slaves fetch good monplace in French and other 


m . "‘T 1 ^ nd , sug , ar and we languages of western Europe 

f°“ nded on *"* Principles of 


good by punishing the wicked. Liberty and Equality and 
but we shall make great good for Fraternity.” ■ 


H Yo^ n ,?lL an KL^, 0pl 1'^ • , The Egyptians did not rush to 
Cotton Mator ° f ChrBt - 


In another instance, the Pun- 


glories and freedoms of the 
French revolutionaries even 


though Na P° le °n invoked , the 
? ame of Allah and Prophet 
& C co!S P Hn d 0 ^ E^gl^h- Mohammad in his document. 

,?2L. were trough toe inconsis- 


*3. “whosoever jSrt mSToEST-E 

SfcM&SS: S=*- 

IC TTtis w t western world moved 

Are western societies stffloon- 
nons are dependent upon Amer- vinced that all natives realhr do 

-io“ ld ‘TeTo £ d A many T ak SHUTS t 

semens would l.ke to be Amer- shouted at to make them qni> 

A£L«T t rira " approach .o ?f e ^“ yi ^ u y n S& ta,Wt 

Amcan politics was one ton c I Whii~ fi,» dJT™ “ v- 


The American approach to SnriSSSWf, b* 1 * Wf 

African politics was one topic I While- understand. _ v J'omj 


Kenwi Hr* Mamer s intolerance 

try needed some American finan* antv»ar tn prehc. " 


ar 


ambassador to Nairobi hsfd f° St * western 

approached tte pr«!£m ^ a P proach « «° «>e Middle Bn*. 


toil ST hi "° una ™ in '"ms The miter h 3 veteran ' radio, 

fErtLSf w ? s unl,ke| y to be correspondent for ABC -JVfe xbM 

*!** sP&itdising in Midfo EastS* 

system democratic political affairs. He txmiributed this article 
*** ’ fo the Jordan Times. 
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Tutankhamun interred in 
second-hand sarcophagus 


Immigration — an old argument, 
never settled, flares anew 


Vi! 


CW By K€ys 

. ^aNKhA'MUN. the Egyp. 
. tian boy king buried in golden 
splendour, was interred in a 
# scicond-hand •■coffin" intended 
Uic . for his predecessor, research has 
revealed. 

r> party , • ' A study of his last resting place 

- — a four-tonne sarcophagus — 
J fiQn-rw shows that the great stone box 
had been built 10 years before the 
nn °i«o ' toy king’s death. Masons had 
° n panv amended its inscriptions and 

be ' carvings for Tutankhamun's bu- 

N ■ rial. 

lid, lx,,. • Archaeological investigations 

ihe by Marianne Eaton-Krauss, an 

d. n % ■ American egyptologist, suggest 

t eleo' * that the sarcophagus had original- 

] y been made for Nefer- 

had li : ^fimiaten, Turankhamun's older 

,K a i J v half-brother. The research also 
urdSi suggests that Neferneferuaten 

ie •' WdS never buried in it because of 

nu YW ■' political and religious upheaval in 
_ "Wt-*. Egypt in the 14th century B.C. 

t. l*!**^' Dr. Eaton-Krauss concluded 
ntui] p. , ^ai Tutankhamun's sarcophagus 
ft ‘ w “. in effect, a “retread" after 
r \ ,n ifti -she discovered very faint remains 
^ parti* ! of deliberately obliterated hierog- 
Bnij. • lyphic inscriptions on its stone 
action ' . sides. 

Further detailed examination 
that ?he : also found that the beautiful fi- 

■ an * Eii^ gurcs at each comer of the box 
■tttvjspgj had originally been carved with- 
: 'houitd 1 out w «ngs. But in the 70 years 
htfi optjj since Howard Carter and Lord 
inch f«t| Carnarvon discovered Tutankha- 

,0 grasps mun’s tomb, no one had noticed 
ficestojf • cither the faint traces of the 
e civilii* earlier inscriptions or the fact that 
i* burnt, the wings had been added, 
evasion a; In order to obliterate the 

la P*nt J l * hicro 8 | yP hic texls - Egyptian 

•ui^ * 1 masons had removed about 3mm 
Arabic-Fn stone ^ rom most of the sar- 

hddle c cophagus exterior. The contents 

'“■•PpewM of thesc now ,on g- van ished texts 

icruiicf may have convinced the author- 

“oarc *2 - il,cs at the dme dlat tbe ‘ r late 

l r' . pharaoh could not be buried in 

,. J }- his own sarcophagus. 

* It appears that the great stone 
( box was mothballed until Tutank- 

-ouWa: ... hamun’s death in 1322 B.C. — 

■ i jrmi a .. w hen he was aged between 15 

J a * es ^ • and 20 — when it was redesigned 

is- .ir-; is f or lts new ro j e Neferneferuaten 

-liinOiK (often known as Smenkhkare) 

►. . was an elder son of the so-called 

yl ' ;lbc ’ heretic ; pharaoh, Akhenaten. 

Dr. Eaton-Kranss's revelation, 
published by the Griffith Insti- 
tute, which holds all the original 
photographs and records of the 
rrSiC tomb, sheds a new light on the 

u-kjph events which followed the col- 

* lapse of Akhenaten’s heresy. 

ea (If Akhenaten — who ruled Egypt 
in the 14th century B.C. — scrap- 


L el ^i 

■fc’hon. i. , 
A ad a i 


_ wb 

e Aon-p* 


Br »*Bh £ 
R inuTi 

5* 

Bnij. 
action ~ 

that The : 

; *houhm 
10 

rices to af 

e dvilnqi 

buroa 

avasioiitf;.. 


tUSUS lyjit, 

Arabic-Fn 
liddle i 
'“■•ppewin 

icmilef. 

spare do: 

to the Erj 
i'smed r 
gypiOKe 
would at 
n armij 

taxes a 
ie fir-; j- 
■rtion Mi 
?u"la. \ 

v-’t -ib?r 


cRB 
which 
ed dr 




Tutankhamun’s gold mask 
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Overworked elephants find refuge 


By Sutin Wannabovom 

Reuter 

PANG-LA, Thailand — 
Elephants were once revered in 
Thailand, symbols of prosperity 
and good luck. Now they are 
. being drugged, tortured and 
forced to work long hours in an 
. - illegal trade that often leaves 
- . them maimed for life. 

Phae took two hours to trudge 
the two! kilometre to get to this 
;• self-styled elephant hospital and 
rehabilitation centre, her spinal 
- cord cracked from heavy timber 
•' loads she has been forced to drag 
- for illegal loggers, 
v Doie, whose back leg was 
‘iwroken when the logs she was 
■J dragging fell on it, took twice as 
long to make the same trip. 

Phae and Doie are among 20 
elephants at the centre which 

;i Arafat calls 
for Arab 
i: summit 

(Continued from page 1) 


eJ ‘ ffi : outlawed for years. 

* . ° n Wednesday, a top aide to 
n “Tp Mr. Arafat said the PLO and 
. ?%-. ■ Israel were on the verge of direct 

hrt v _ talks and that high-level discus- 
!> w'. a sions between them had already 

i " taken place in Italy and the Un- 
• . ited States. 

1 >5 . Following the lifting of an 

<!• j, .■ Israeli ban on contacts with the 
uJ 2 ‘ PLO in January, “all that remains 

al ^ . is for (Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 

zhak) Rabin to pubtidy lift his 
n ^ ' ban on the senior leadership of 

. . the PLO," said Nabil Shaath. 

Ms. Dayan, who met Mr. Ara- 
‘fat last January shortly after 
“ * Israel lifted the ban, had said she 

"L $ would try to set up a meeting 
between other Israeli members of 
‘ n 5 " parliament and PLO officials to 
; further the peace process. 
n L ( ■ Mr. Rabin said he disapproved 
fl . of the initiative but did nothing to 
•" try to block it, Israeli MPs said. 

Seven Labour Party ministers 
, K and four from Mr. Rabin’s left- 
>,# > wing coalition partner Meretz, 
’* wout of a cabinet of 18 members, 
back direct peace talks with the 
■■ PLO, according to Labour MP 
$ p Hagai Meron. 

& 


have been disabled by overwork 
and mistreatment. Dr. Preecha 
Pongkam, a veterinarian and 
chief of the hospital in Ngoa 
district of Lamping province, says 
many will never recover. 

“We have learned that the 
illegal loggers are torturing the 
animals by drugging them with 
amphetamines and forcing them to 
work too hard,*' said Dr. 
Preecha, who is also chairman of 
the state-run Thai Elephant Con- 
servation Centre. 

"The attitude of the people 
towards elephants has changed," 
said Richard Lair, an American 
working with the Thai Elephant 
Conservation Centre who has re- 
searched the animal for 15 years. 

“In the past the elephant was a 
member of the family of the 
owner, they loved it because it 
brought luck and prosperity to 
their family. But these days many 
investors just buy elephants to 
work illegally. Elephant owners 
are no longer elephant lovers," 
he said. 

The change in attitude appears 
to have followed changes in rules 
regulating the logging of precious 
hardwoods from Thailand’s tro- 
pical forests. In 1989, the govern- 
ment revoked logging conces- 
sions and an illegal trade began to 
flourish. 

This meant working through 


the night to avoid detection. 

A mahout, or elephant tender, 
who was familiar with the illegal 
business estimated about 500 of 
Thailand's 3,000 or so domesti- 
cated elephants are being forced 
to work at night with logging 
syndicates in the northern Thai 
provinces of Lamphang, Chiang 
Rai, Chiang Mai and Tak near 
the Burma and Laos borders. 

The mahout said the loggers 
put amphetamines in the 
elephants' sticky rice or tamarind 
fruit to keep them awake. 

At least 164 elephants confis- 
cated from illegal logging opera- 
tions in the past four years have 
been treated at the jungle rehabi- 
litation centre. One in eight of 
them died. Dr. Preecha said. 

The centre also cares for 80 
elephants who used to work with 
the state-run forest industry orga- 
nisation and are now trained to 
show to tourists, he said. 

“The future of the Thai 
elephant is in danger. We have 
even found that a trend Af 
elephant owners abandoning their 
useless and overworked 
elephants is on the rise," Dr. 
Preecha said. 

“When the animal becomes a 
burden the owners will abandon 
them and this place is the only 
centre in the country to bear their 
future suffering.” 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 


ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO. 23F/93 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 23F/93 

(for the drilling, construction, development 
and pump testing of production water wells 
and observation boreholes in Eshidya area). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Tuesday 17.8. 93, application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
JD 150 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday Aug. 24, 1993. 

Thabet Al Taher 
Managing Director 


The ornate sarcophagus, built 
for Tutankhamun’s predeces- 
sor, Neferneferuaten, who was 
not buried in it because of 
father’s heresy 

ped all but one of his country's 
pagan gods, and established what 
was probably the world's first 
monotheistic religion based on 
the worship of the sun. 

After his death in 1336 B.C., 
his new religion began to decline. 
But Dr. Eaton-Krauss is now 
proposing that the final demise of 
Akhenaten’s monotheistic ex- 
periment look place four years 
later — in 1332 B.C. — when 
Neferneferuaten died. 

She believes that the final coup 
against Akhenaten's monotheis- 
tic heresy took place in the 70-day 
traditional period of mourning 
between Neferneferuaten 's death 
and burial. 

After his death, and ignoring 
his last wishes, the new author- 
ities seem to have intervened to 
prevent him being buried in the 
sarcophagus and with the ritual 
tunerary equipment he had com-, 
missioned — The Independent. 


by Mike Ftinaifber 

Thc Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — America, 
proud of its open door and melt- 
ing pot traditions but wary of 
foreigners and their alien ways, 
has always felt ambivalent about 
immigration. 

The mood was encapsulated in 
the saga of three ships tiying to 
smuggle 659 Chinese into Califor- 
nia this month. It appeared that 
U.5. authorities didn't want the 
Chinese passengers to perish — 
or to enter. 

Even Benjamin Franklin in the 
18th century worried about in- 
vading hordes — Germans, in his 
instance. "Instead of learning our 
language, we must learn theirs, or 
live as in a foreign country," Mr. 
Franklin grumbled. 

The outcry against illegal im- 
migrants — accused of taking 
jobs from the native-born and 
planting bombs in the country's 
landmarks — has become an up- 
roar. 

But even legal immigrants, 
those who qualify for legal resi- 
dence, are running into a less- 
than-cordial welcome. In one 
poll, 49 per cent of Americans 
wanted to slow down immigra- 
tion; another 27 per cent said 
they'd stop it altogether. 

“Americans are very moved by 
immigrants and touched by the 
words on the Statue of Liberty," 
says Senator Alan Simpson, a 
Republican. “Then you ask them 
what about people coming here 
that take Americans' jobs, that 
don't embrace our pluralistic 
society; they vote (in polls) 60 to 
65 per cent against that." 

A study by economist Donald 
Hilddle of Rice University offers 
anti-immigration ammunition. 
He calculates that immigrants 
cost local, state and federal gov- 
ernments $45 billion more last 
year than the taxes they paid. He 
totalled op medical benefits, pub- 
lic and college education costs 
and unemployment aid for work- 
ers who lost their jobs to immig- 
rants. 

Another expert, Elliot Barkan 
of California State University, 
says such estimates ignore the 
contribution made by immig- 
rants. U.S. hospitals could bare- 
ly function without imported Fili- 
pino nurses, he says, fruits and 
vegetables would cost twee as 
much if aliens weren't on hand to 
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CCC (Underwater engineering) SAL 

ft Job Opportunity ft 
Recruitment Of Senior Civil Engineer 

CCC (UE) invite applications for employment from senior 
civil engineers having a degree in civil engineering and 
whose past experience must include at least five years 
spent on site with a major contractor on marine civil 
engineering projects. Applicants must have site experi- 
ence of underwater excavation, pile driving, screeding of 
underwater foundation materials to high tolerances, pre- 
casting and placing of concrete blocks for quay walls, 
placing of tremie concrete, transportation and placing of 
quarried materials by barge etc., etc. Applicants should 
also have varied experienced in the selection and 
operating of the plant required of such activities, together 
with the ability to decide upon the construction methods to 
execute such projects. 

The successful recruit will be based in Abu Dhabi but 
must be prepared to travel throughout the Gulf pursuing 
potential projects and to relocate whenever necessary to 
operation sites to ensure their successful execution. 

Detailed resume with academic experience qualifications/ 
credentials, date of availability, minimum salary expected 
and a recent passport size photograph to be mailed or 
faxed to: 

General Manager 
CCC (UE) SAL 
P.O.Box 224 
Abu Dhabi 
UJLE. 

Fax: 00971-2-553641 


pick them. Would California's 
laid-off aerospace workers take 
those field jobs, he asks, 

Ben Wattenberg. a social com- 
mentator at the Conservative 
American Enterprise Institute, 
argues that immigrants enrich 
America. 

“You bnng in another million 
people and they have to buy lawn 
seed, they go to baseball games, 
i they have their cars repaired," 
says Mr. Wattenberg. "What cre- 
ates jobs? People create jobs." 

Today, the grumbling is echoed 
by the immigration-wary Centre 
for Immigration Studies. "The 
demographic transformation of 
American society,’’ it says, “is 
occurring without the consulta- 
tion or consent of the American 
people.” 

The new wave of hostility is 
easy to explain: Persistent unem- 


ployment, especially in places 
where immigrants flock, and a 
change in the immigration mix 
(fewer people whose skins are 
white; more whose skins are yel- 
low, brown or black) arouse re- 
sentment. 

And outrage is provoked by 
half a dozen notorious events. 
The illegal Pakistani immigrant 
accused of shooting CIA em- 
ployees as they went to work. 
The Arab bombers of New 
York's World Trade Centre. The 
high-paid smugglers who clumped 
300 Chinese immigrants onto 
New York's shores. The Haitians 
who are1>eing made prisoners on 
their own island by a U.S. Navy 
flotilla. 

Immigrant resentment knows 
no borders and is likely to build. 
A United Nations report says 
war, poverty, overcrowding and 


Immigration numbers 

Since the end of World War II, more than 25 million immigrants 
have come to the United States. Immigration from Latin America 
and Asia now accounts for more than 90 per cent of all 
immigration. 

About eight per cent of the people in America are foreign-born 
(or ex-immigrants). In I960, it was six per cent. In 1920, it was 
more than 13 per. cent. 

But they're unevenly distributed. The foreign-bom constitute 
22 per cent of the population of California, 16 per cent of New 
■York's, 15 per cent of Hawaii's, 13 per cent of Florida's and New 
Jersey's, 9 per cent of the people of Texas, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. But in South Dakota, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and Kentucky, only about one person in 100 
came from abroad. 

Most new immigrants settle in six areas — New York City, 
northern New Jersey, the Los Angeles area, Chicago, Miami and 
the border areas of Texas. 

The 1990 census found that 22 per cent of America's immig- 
rants came from Europe. 25 per cent from Asia, 26 per cent from 
Central America (four in five of them from Mexico), four per cent 
from Canada, nine per cent from the Caribbean, five per oent 
from South America, two per cent from Africa. 

Throughout this century, immigrants averaged about 500,000 a 
year, with peaks at the beginning and end of the century and 
valleys in the middle. In the hard times of the.I930s, more people 
emigrated from America than immigrated in. 

In 1990, according to the Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service, the United States received about 61,000 legal immigrants 
from Mexico, 14,000 from Canada, 24,000 from Vietnam. 55,000 
from India, 55,000 from the Philippines, 12,000 from El Salvador, 
18,000 from Korea, 43,000 from the former Soviet Union. 


***** 





erosion are compelling more peo- 
ple to leave their homelands than 
at any time in history, laying the 
ground for what could become 
“the human crisis of ouf age." 

Immigrants are coming to the 
United States at rates 
approaching those of the great 
waves of the European migration 
at the start of the century. But the 
country is four times larger than it 
was in 1900. 

America gets perhaps a million 
newcomers every year. Seven in 
10 are legal. Some of them are 
refugees, some applicants for 
political asylum. And, surprising- 
ly, a government study suggests 
that about three out of 10 immig- 
rants pack up and go home. 

Many Americans don't disting- 
uish between legal and illegal 
immigrants. Most legal immig- 
rants ouietly join the family mem- 
bers already there and take their 
place in American society.' In 
1990 Congress passed legislation 
to make a.piace for 140,000 high- 
ly-skilled workers and their fami- 
lies whose talents were needed by 
U.S. society. 1 -. • 

It is the news made by illegal 
immigrants — from smuggled in- 
dentured servant to Islamic ter- 
rorist — that has generated so 
mud) antagonism. 

Bills introduced in Congress 
would use the army to guard the 
border, tie immigration levels to 
the unemployment rate, amend 
the constitution to deny automa- 
tic citizenship to anyone born in 
this country and cut off federal 
benefits to localities which shelter 
illegal aliens. 

Officially, the government still 
sees legal immigration as a plus. 

The Labour Department said a 
few years ago, in determining 
how many people to admit, that 
policymakers “should proceed 
from the knowledge that... The 
U.S. has done well by doing 
good," former President George 
Bush's economic advisers found 
that immigration increased ‘The 
aggregate income of the native- 
born population." 

But those assumptions are 
under challenge. 
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the american language center 

Is pleased to announce its 
August 14 — September 30 session 

- Adult, afternoon and evening courses 

General English skills, ] 

Advanced TOEFL, 

Conversation I, j 

Business English, 

- Two weeks of morning conversation classes for women. 

September 4 - September 15 

Placement tests: 

New students should take a placement test: 

July 28 or August 3. 

10:00 ajm. to 12:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 pan. 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more information. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Jordan Investment Corporation 

Project: Potassium Sulphate 
fr Dicalcium Phosphate Plant 

Jordan Investment Corporation of Amman, Jordan, together with other industrial & 
financial Jordanian firms intend to implement a chemical complex to produce dicalcium 
phosphate (DCP) & potassium’ sulphate (SOP) in Jordan. The first phase of the required 
work will be to conduct a detailed techno-economic feasibility study for the production of 
both (DCP & SOP) in one complex at Aqaba. Jordan, at a capacity of (75) thousand tonne 
SOP fertiliser grade .& (50) thousand tonnes of DCP; and to recommend an implementation 
scheme of the project based on the selected technology, since a techno-feasibility study 
was recently prepared based on chisso (Modified Manheim) process, and to be tied in 
with (DCP) plant. The work required shall cover the following: 

Phase I- Techno-economic feasibility study as follows:- 

Phase II- Prepare tender documents for contractors based on the results of phase I! 
Applicants wishing to be pre-qualified and invited to the above mentioned tender may 
collect pre-qualification document & scope of work for both phases, which contains 
further information until the closing date which is the 15th of August 1993. 

-Jordan Investment Corporation 
P.O.Box 3294 
Amman - Jordan 
Fax No.: 962 6 816915 
F.A.D.: Eng. M. Saudi 
Projects Manager 
Jordan Investment Corporation 
Act Managing Director 
Eng. M. Batfeneh 

N.B.:lnterested local contractors are requested to submit their Jordanian authorities 
registration documents. 
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Arab 

debt put 
at over 
$200b 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
steep decline in oil revenues 
has forced several Arab states 
to borrow more from abroad 
and this has pushed the total 
Arab debt to more than $200 
billion, a study showed Friday. 

While debts in developing 
nations grew by 24 per cent 
during the second half of the 
1980s, Arab debts increased by 
26 per cent, said the study, 
which was published by tbe 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
daily A1 Khaleej. 

‘The debt problem has be- 
come one of the worst prob- 
lems facing the Arab econo- 
mies as available figures show 
such debts have exceeded $200 
-billion, which also include a 
■ large burden of debt servic- 
ing,” it said. 

It said the problem was com- 
plicated by a sharp decline in 
the revenues of Arab oil pro- 
ducers, tbe main source of 
income for poor Arab states as 
a large part of aid and remitt- 
ances had come from the oil 
countries. 

Gulf states, the biggest oil 
producers, provided nearly $70 
billion in aid to other Arab 
nations over the past two de- 
cades but most of the funds 
were extended in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s when revenues 
were high. 

According to official Arab 
figures, oil earnings of the Gulf. 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. 
Qatar and the UAE — 
plunged to $75 billion in 1992 
from more than $180 billion in 
1981, when crude prices were 
as high as $30. 

The study, prepared by the 
Tunis-based League of Arab 
Centres for Economic and So- 
da! Development, also blamed 
the growing Arab food import 
bill, which it expected to reach 
$120 billion by the year 2000. 

“If they give priority to de- 
velopment, then it will be diffi- 
cult for them to honour their 
world finandal obligations. If 
they give priority to repaying 
debts, then they have to make 
great sacrifices in terms of de- 
velopment,” the study pointed 
out. 

A breakdown showed Egypt 
was the biggest debtor, saddled 
with $46 billion while the debt 
in Algeria and Morocco stood 
at around $25 billion each, at 
$9.5 billion in Sudan, $8 billion 
in Tunisia and about $7 billion 
in Syria. 

The study said debt servidng 
accounted for around 45 per 
cent of Egypt's exports, 25 per 
cent of the exports of Algeria, 
Syria, Tunisia, and Morocco, 
and as high as 100 per cent in 
Sudan. 


Draconian money reform shocks Russians 


MOSCOW (R) — News of dras- 
tic money reforms infuriated 
ordinary Russians Saturday, sent 
shock waves through Moscow's 
bustling street trade and triggered 
a wave of buying in shops. 

“They (the authorities) do to 
us exactly what they please." said 
assistant hotel manager Marina 
Fedotova, 30. “It's just crazy.” 

In a radical reform of the 
monetary system, Russia's cen- 
tral bank unexpectedly 
announced that all pre-1993 
banknotes would go out of cir- 
culation from Monday. 

Muscovites were quick to re- 
member the chaos that erupted in 
1991 when Soviet Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov withdrew all 
high-denomination notes to 
thwart what he called a Western 
plot to flood the country with 
roubles and undermine the eco- 
nomy. 

That move forced ordinary 
citizens to spend long hours in 
queues to change their bank- 
notes. 

“That’s a version of Pavlov’s 
trick,” said Sergei Nikolayev, a 


navy officer. Ms. Fedotova 
echoed: “This is stil the Soviet 
Union." 

“It's right for the country’s 
economy, but for ordinary 
citizens this is lawlessness,” Mr. 
Nikolayev added. 

The government moved to 
reassure anxious Russians that 
they would not suffer from the 
change and central bank officials 
urged people not to panic. 

Russian citizens, or people 
with Russian residence permits, 
have until Aug. 7 to swap their 
old roubles for new Ones at 
banks, but only up to a total of 
35,000 roubles (about $35). 

Any cash over that limit must 
be placed on six-month deposit 
with the state savings bank. 

But Mr. Nikolayev was quick 
to realise that the money placed 
forcibly in saving accounts offer- 
ing 40 to 100 per cent interest 
would be devalued by high infla- 
tion. Prices are currently rising at 
the rate of 750 per cent a year. 

Private street traders, who 
have flooded Moscow as Russia 
lurches towards a market eco- 


nomy, were quickly vanishing 
from the streets, unwilling to sell 
their goods for old roubles. 

“Oh, God. I have just accepted 
invalid roubles,” said a shocked 
elderly man selling flowers, look- 
ing sadly at a thick wad of money 
in bis hand. 

Most hard currency exchange 
offices stopped selling dollars and 
were only buying diem. Some 
cashiers tried to hand over old- 
style banknotes to customers and 
appeared irritated when asked for 
1993 money. 

Traders in street kiosks 
appeared stunned. They get 
goods from individual suppliers. 
Many kiosks in Moscow and the 
second Russia's city of St. Peters- 
burg were dosed — a strange 
sight for a Saturday. 

Others put out notes saying old 
money was not accepted. 

But one vendor dedded to take 
a risk. An unshaven trader told 
Reuters: “We have dedded to 
accept all types of money. We 
will offer it to our suppliers and if 
they reject it, it’s their problem. 
But, God, this makes me un- 


easy." 

Trade soared, however, in big 
state or commercial shops, which 
were accepting the outgoing 
money on Saturday. Many people 
rushed to the shops in a clear 
attempt to dump tbe old money 
to avoid problems with changing 
or depositing it. 

Everything, from matches to 
television sets appeared to be in 
demand. 

‘ Many elderly people were, 
-panicky. They bombarded sav- 
ings bank assistants with ques- 
tions on how to change their 
money. Two out of four branches 
visited by Reuters were closed, 
with staff saying they had not 
received the necessary instruc- 
tions. 

An old woman outside one 
closed branch, learning that only 
her 1993 banknotes would now be 
valid, waved her arms in despair 
and exclaimed: “My God, how 
am I supposed to tell them 
apart?" 

“We will start changing money 
on Monday if we get supplies of 
the new banknotes.” said a bank 
assistant. 


Ping says 
exists to 


strong will 
solve oil crisis 


TEHRAN (R) — OPEC Presi- 
dent Jean Ping, on a tour of oil 
producing countries in the Gulf,, 
said Saturday there was a strong 
will to solve the current crisis in 
the oil market. 

Mr. Ping, speaking in an inter- 
view on Tehran radio, also said 
he was looking forward to the 
success of the extraordinary 
meeting of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

He did not say when the meet- 
ing would be held. 

“My feeling is that there is a 
strong will to overcome the ex- 
isting crisis,” Mr. Ping said. “I 
am looking forward to the success 
of the extraordinary meeting of 
OPEC.” 

Mr. Ping held talks Friday 
night and on Saturday in Tehran 
as part of his tour to try to boost 
sagging oil prices and prepare a 
way for an emergency meeting of 
OPEC ministers. 

Asked whether he bad ideas on 
how to settle the oil crisis, Mr. 
Ping said: “We should discuss it 
after my consultative trip." 

Mr. Ping has already held talks 
in Saudi Arabia, where he said 
that he agreed with Saudi Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer on the 
need to delay the OPEC meeting 
until after the first week of Au- 
gust. 

“OPEC has always had similar 
problems but because of the sig- 
nificance of oil for OPEC mem- 
bers. Then OPEC is bound to 
find a proper solution to end the 
present crisis,” Mr. Ping said. 

Mr. Ping said that the prospe- 
cats of an Iraqi resumption of oil 
sales, Kuwait's refusal to accept 
an OPEC assigned production 
quota and overproduction in the 
market were behind the crisis. 

An Iranian oil ministry source 
said Mr. Ping left Iran Saturday 
afternoon after holding talks with 
Oil Minister Ghoiamreza 
Aqazadeh. 

Mr. Ping had said before arriv- 
ing in Tehran that he planned to 


head to Abu Dhabi after Iran. It 
was not immediately clear 
whether there would be any 
changes in his plans. 

As Mr. Ping held his talks in 
Iran. Saudi Arabian newspapers 
escalated bitter exchanges be- 
tween the two big oil producers. 

Editorials in the kingdom’s 
three largest newspapers blamed 
Iran for recent falls in oil prices. 
Parts of the editorials were car- 
ried by the official Saudi Press 
Agency. 

A 1 Riyadh newspaper said Iran 
was launching a war against the 
interests of the OPEC members, 
grouping 10 other countries be- 
sides Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

“OPEC's interests cannot be 
separated except if Iran is trying 
to launch a one-sided war on 
OPEC, which will harm it (Iran) 
more than anybody else.” A1 
Riyadh said. 

Okaz newspaper said: “We 
don’t understand how Iran is 
keen to be an active member of 
OPEC... and at the same time 
does not abide by OPECs deci- 
sions... Iran floods the market 
with excess (oil) knowing the 
effects of that on prices.” 

“Iran has a long history of 
violating agreements by OPEC 
(members) thinking consumers 
and producers could be con- 
vinced that Iran did not commit 
any violations,” A1 Yawm daily 
said. 

The newspaper echoed similar 
accusations against Iran made by 
Sheikh Nazer who said Friday 
that Iran was violating its OPEC 
production quota and blamed it 
for the foil in prices. 

Sheikh Nazer’s statement re- 
sponded to comments by Mr. 
Aqazadeh, directed primarily at 
Saudi Arabia, that countries 
which produced more during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis should be 
ready to cut output to accommo- 
date Iraq when it returns to the 
market. 

A Kuwaiti economic consultan- 
cy said Kuwait is unlikely to bend 


to OPEC pressure for major 
curbs on its rising oil output to 
support weak world prices. 

Oil Minister Ali Ahmad A) 
Baghli's plan to increase output 
by almost a third in the July- 
September quarter had the sup- 
port of the government, parlia- 
ment and public opinion, a week- 
ly commentary by the indepen- 
dent Al Shall Consultancy said. 

“Kawait wants to reach higher 
output levels and wants to pre- 
sent OPEC with an accomplished 
fact, so that OPEC will not put 
pressure on Kuwait like it did last 
February. We doubt that Kuwait 
would now respond to any such 
pressure,” it said. 

A1 Shall is run by economist 
Jassem A1 Saadoun, an adviser to 
parliament's finance and econo- 
mic affairs committee. 

Kuwait in February agreed to 
stop producing at will and reenter 
OPEC's quota structure for the 
first time since Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion. OPEC, then as now trying 
to support sagging prices, set 
Kuwait’s second quarter produc- 
tion limit at 1.6 million barrels 

per day (b/d). - - - ■ - 

. But Kuwait has opted out of 
the third-quarter quota structure, 
saying OPEC refused to honour a 
pledge in February that it be 
granted a July-September quota 
in parity with those of OPEC 
members of similar production 
caparit — in effect 2:16 million 
b/d. 

Sheikh Baghli has said Kuwait 
will raise its output to 1.9 million 
b/d some time during July, to 2.0 
million b/d some time during 
August and to 2.16 million b/d 
some time during September. 

“Kuwait's minister of oil is 
getting political support or his 
stance from the government and 
the national assembly and the 
local public opinion,” A1 Shall 
commented. 

It says forefeited oil sales and oil 
sector reconstruction costs may 
amount to $75 billion. 
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Iraq says 
return to 
oil market 
harmless to 
OPEC 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
newspaper said Friday that mem- 
bers of the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) had nothing to fear from 
the return of Iraqi crude to the 
international oil market. 

Ai Iraq, which is published by 
pro-government Kurdish fac- 
tions, said they shoud worry in- 
stead about Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait who through over- 
production “are flooding the in- 
ternational markets with crude 
oil.” 

“It is strange that those parties 
(some OPEC members) are 
speaking of the problem of allow- 
ing Iraq to export oil.” Al Iraq 
said in an editorial. 

The paper, which adheres strict- 
ly to the official line, said the 
decline in oil prices was attri- 
buted to quota busting and not to 
the ‘imminent” return to the 
marketplace of Iraqi crude. 

It described as^“short-sighted” 
expressions of -fear by some 
OPEC members over the possi- 
bility of an agreement between 
Iraq and the United Nations to 
permit limited Iraqi exports to 
finance basic needs. 

Al Iraq said Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait were to blame because 
“both are fulfilling American 
plans... that led to the failure of 
several OPEC meeting to treaty 
(the price) issue.” 

“The current problem emanat- 
ing from a decline in oil prices is 
because the markets are glutted 
with Saudi oil,” it said. 

The newspaper reminded oil 
producers that Iraq was a founder 
of OPEC and before U.N. sanc- 
tions over its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait was “ producing a 
known share m balance with its 
export capabilities and huge 
strategic reserves." 


Egypt, IMF reachinitial 

accord on economic reform 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
International Monetary Fund 
( IMF) have reached an agree- 
ment in principle on a new econo- 


mitted to the executive board on 
Sept. 17 for ratification, he toid 
Reuters. 

He said the six-man IMF team 


form programme. 


which ended in 


May, was successful in attaining 

financial stability. 

The budget deficit was reduced 

mic roform ‘programme which left for ’ Summits «r^m 1 ^ y^he^d. Sffo- ^ 
would win Cairo over 3 billion of TJ*e Hberalisa- tion had dropped by hal f and 

Western debt forgiveness, offices Egyptj^ ' Sing balance of payment was in azable - 


said Friday. 

Abdul Shakour Shaalan, repre- 
senting Egypt on the IMF execu- 
tive board, said both sides agreed 
Thursday on a letter of intent for 
the programme after a week of 
negotiations in Cairo between 
Egyptian officials and an IMF 
delegation. 

“We completed last night the 
agreement between the Egyptian 
government and the IMF mis- 
sion. The agreement still needs to 
be approved by the IMF manag- 
ing director. It will then be sub- 

Copper 

prices 

firming 

LONDON (R) — Copper prices 
are finning on the London Metal 
Exchange (LME) as rising pre- 
miums for September-delivery 
metal suggest a squeeze on sup- 
plies is in the offing. 

“Every time it drifts off, people 
come and buy it in waves in an 
operation to keep it above 
$1,900. Ultimately it will foil, bat 
it might go up before it does,” 
one trader said. 

Prices are around $1,910 a ton- 
ne, having recovered from 5Vz 
year lows of $1,705 in May but 
without any perceptible change in 
fundamentals, which, if anything, 
have worsened. 

Heavy buying of cash metal 
Thursday afternoon kept up the 
pressure, with the backwardation 
(premium) for September/ 
October metal widening to 
around $12 from around $6 
week ago. 

LME authorities are aware of 
the current situation, and have 
recently notified members of the 
board’s concern over the back- 
wardation, LME chief executive 
David King said. 

“We watch all of the markets 
all of tbe time, but inevirably if a 
backwardation appearlfSve do 
keep an eye on those -markets 
more than would otherwie • be 
tbe case.’’ he said. ] 

Although prices have risen 
since April the supply/demand 
situation has become more elas- 
tic, with metal inventories on the 
LME rising to a 15-year high of 
462,975 tonnes this week from 
around 400,000 tonnes in April. 

Meanwhile, physical demand 
for copper is slack, as is usual in 
the summer. Further ahead, the 
overall economic outlook for in- 
dustrial metals, such as copper, is 
not particularly bright, due to 
stuttering economic recoveries, 
analysts said. 

But this is playing little part in 
tbe current copper market which, 
apart from a price collapse in 
Marcb/April, has effectively 
ridden-out the recession and held 
well above marginal costs of pro- 
duction. 



“Everything I ever wished for has 
come true. I guess I should have 
made better wishes!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble mese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CUHDY 
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| GA 

NGI j 
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SAYMI 
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^ J 



LAMTEL 


LE 

□ 

□ 

□ 


WHAT the hand- 
some EXERCISE 
INSTRUCTOR WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: CURRY CHAMP 


(Answers tomorrow) 
WIDEST BASKET 


A “HACK" W| 


rare cab 
WRITER 


reforms and control of its budget 
deficit. It also offers a boost to 
business confidence. 

Mr. Shaalan said the IMF de- 
legation took into account the 
decline in foreign currency in- 
come in tbe -tourism industry 
which has been devastated by a 
wave of Muslim militant attacks. 

The new programme, when 
signed, would write off 15 per 
cent of Egypt’s $25 billion debt to 
the Paris Club. Officials said the 
15 per cent debt was worth be- 
tween $3 and $4 billion. 

A first tranche of 15 per cent 
was forgiven when Egypt signed a 


surplus after many years of de- 
ficits, he added. 

Western economists said the 
new programme would focus on 
speeding up the privatisation pro- 

Egypt carried out IMF fiscal 
and monetary reforms almost 
painlessly but has dithered over 
the World Bank’s programme of 
public sector reforms, which 
threaten to make thousands of 
public employees jobless. 

“The privatisation is not an 
easy process. Privatisation all 
over the world takes longer than 
expected and Egypt is not diffe- 


free-market economic program- rent. If is a difficult area and it 
me with the IMF and the World has political and social considera- 
Bank in 1991. tions,” Mr. Shaalan said. 

Mr. Shaalan said Egypt would Egypt has a thriving and mod- 
become eligible for the last 20 per era private sector but its huge and 
cent in 1994, after a review by the largely inefficient public sector 
IMF of its perfromance under the still dominates the economy as a 
new reforms. whole, a legacy of 30 years of 

He said the first economic re- socialist-style economics. 


British industry reduces 
takeover activity 

LONDON (AFP) — British industrialists made the fewest takeovers 
and mergers in 1992-93 for 25 years, a report by experts in the city 
said. Industrial companies made 88 takeovers compared with 142 in 
1991-92. 

The annual report bv the Takeover Panel, the orgamsauon which 
supervises industrial takeovers, said that the busiest year was 1971-72 ^ 
when 436 takeovers were carried out. The average was 225 a year, it ^ 
said. 

In 1992-93. the panel was consulted on 141 planned takeovers 
which were never actually put into practice. This was an increase 
from 116 the previous year. 

The increase suggested that companies were becoming more 
cautious in their operations and less wiling to take risks, the panel 
said. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Mer- 
cury goes direct today so get ready 
to move forward with projects that 
have been on hold. Make this a day 
for mediation and the ; absorption 
I of finer philosophical’ ideas that 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 25, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


'Wilh.pdit yon in time:-— = -* 


overly critical or demanding of 
your mate or dose companion and 
if you do it could cause an unex- 
pected estrangement. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) An impulsive acting associate 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
You are fiery and discontented and 
want new outlets which would not 
be right for you now so avoid 
making those drastic changes that 
attract you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You really want to break out from 
under some conditions which you 
fed are not in your best interests or 
that you are tired of but stop, look 
and listen. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have had some desires for some- 
time past and you suddenly have 
the desire to change them to an 
entirely different set of circumst- 
ances which would be unwise. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You would be wise to keep 
out of the public lime-light today 
and tonight for some situations 
could arise that could cause poor 
judgment on your pan. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the moment when you would be 
wise not to travel or make any 
changes in your present activities 
or you can make a very unfortun- 
ate mistake. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are ail too likely to be 


^Y^^paa expect from you more than you 


are able or willing to do but be 
tactful and diplomatic about it or a 
dispute could ensue. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) There are some duties to 
do or services to rc nder others that 
you balk at doing today and 
tonight so absent yourself and 
don’t argue about them. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to JfcT 
December 21) You want a change 
of recreations but you need to be 
very careful you do not get in- 
volved in that which is too rich for 
your blood so be restrained. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your home could be a 
regular donnybrook today and 
tonight if you in anyway show a 
discontent you feel so rise above 
indignant personal annoyances, 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Driving or walking 
carelessly could cause some unfor- 
tunate injury or accident so make 
sure you do nothing reckless and 
avoid o there' mistakes. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A day to make sure you do 
nothing to commit yourself to any 
heavy obligation or that could lead 
to a loss of any of your assets or 
possessions. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Electrical units 
5 Choir member 
9 Like some 
ffoss*> 

14 Encounter 
15S&L 
transaction 
16 Improper 
iTLanctwster 

18 Traditional 
knowledge 

19 TaR tale tellers 

20 Country singer 

23 Abby's twin 
sister 

24 Celebrate 
another bmhday 

25 Befceved 

29 “To — Is 
human..." 

30 — ol day 

32 Seer km 

33 Pop vocalist 

37 unclothed 

38 Doctoral exams 
3S Hockey great 

40 Washed 

41 Nothing, in 
Granada 

42 "Can we tatkT' 
comedienne 

44 Western Indian 

45 Vend 
46"— 

Wednesday" 

47 100 lawmakers 

49 Moreover 

50 Rotten 

53 Actress of ow 

57 Emulate Blondie 

60 Come out in 
The — 

61 Gumbo 

$2 Idolize 
' 63 Author Gardner 

64 Vegas light 

65 Siivertieeta' role 

66 Fabric worker 
B7 Sea eagle 

DOWN 

1 The end 

2 Musical Reddy 

3 Atomic particle 

4 -—crossed 
(unlucky] 



5 Fiedler’s ■‘fast" 

6 "Any Which 
Way But — " 

7 Sour 

8 Lulu 

9 Performer 
Prowse 

10 Bring together 

11 Ms Luplno 

12 Mongrel 

13 Affirmative 

21 Hart end 
Burgnoff 

22 MkJeast guff 
26 PurpUsh color 
27 -- statesman 

28 Legal 

documents 

29 A Fitzgerald 

30 Wig 

31 Merh 

33 Salary 
sweetener 

34 incensed 

35 Afflicted 

36 Hand Luke" 

37 "McHaie’s — ■■ 


_1 Yesterday’s Puzzle Salved; 
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BP3KH nonn 



40 — Efierbee 

42 Taunt 

43 Cattleman 

*5 Sound system 

48 Prevent 

49 Passageway 
60 Holmes* — 

Street 


51 Ohio city 

52 Diplomat SU 

54 Was In debt 

55 Not one 

56 Solitary 

57 Tabby “ 

58 Fuss 

59 Coal measui 
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Economy 

Switzerland blames 
colour copiers for rise in 
counterfeit money 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland has said the number of counterfeit 
banknotes seized by its police rose sharply in 1992. partly due to the 
ease with which notes can be forged with colour photocopiers. 

The justice ministry said in a statement police last year uncovered 
7,797 forged Swiss franc banknotes worth some 6.8 million francs 
(£ 4-53 million). In 1991, 847 banknotes were seized. Notes forged by 
the use of colour copiers made up around 19 per cent of the 1992 
total, the ministry added. 

The problem of forging through colour copiers has attracted the 
attention of banking authorities worldwide. Japan said last month it 
would issue new bank-notes using special luminous ink and ultra- 
small characters to prevent counterfeiting. 

Central bank governors from the Group of 10 industrial nations 
said last September legislation might be needed to prevent colour 
photocopiers being used to counterfeit banknotes if manufacturers 
were unwilling to fit security devices. 


AKKJMJ riNAHCXM. HAMXBT 

HOUSING BANK CENTER JLRKU - SIMTISMi! (fljfflSjs] 

TCLEPHOHE. e«170 / <>6.1:73 VxSw 

mmbjito kwb sham nisei list nsp srtukrx M/ivswjxjucfi/ 


OCMMNY-8 NAME 


ARAB SAHA 

JORDJUI NATIONAL UNA 
CXI BO NOUN £AH 
BANK or JOROAH 
KIDDLE CAST INVESTMENT DART . 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE KOOSISe DANA 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT RANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC RANK 
DEION BANK roil SAVING l INVEST 
BUSINESS BANK 
BEIT ELKAL SAVJJCCS INVESTMENT ran HOUSIIK 
AMMAN BANK TOH INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORKmAT 106/ JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
jo rdm jnemmct 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

JORDAN rUNCN CRSUSANCE 

miVEPSAL INSURANCE 

ARAN Lir* S ACCIDENT USLKAlfOt 

JORDAN CULT INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELRCTMC POHER 

IMID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERMIT I OKAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM 4 SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN COLT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA ENTRPRISE5 A EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTOMAnOWU. TRASINO CENTER 

KACHINAEX EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

JORDAN PRESS t KULISHIOG /AS -D 3 STOUR 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST A CMMDMI HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 

JORDAN TOBACCO S CIGARETTES 

ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL HAlAirhCTUHIIIC 

“HE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM M7IUM 

JORDAN TANNING 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL S RGB I CULTURAL 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAJRX 

JORDAN rpINTIlN A PACKING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN PAPER t CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
THE PUBLIC MINING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING S WEAVING 

RA/IA INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CLAES INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB IHVE5TMEBT A IBBRNATIOHAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING L TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORAL I DM 

RATI DUAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-GHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JOBDAH ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDDSTRZES A KATCH/JIMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN UOOO INDUSTRIES / JWICO 
NATIONAL CABLE S WIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SDLPHO-CHV4ICALS 
ARAB CENTER FDR PMARH. A CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. rat ACfil . A FOOD PROD. 
KAWTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODEM INDUSTRIES 
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New GATT chief warns 
of world protectionism 


WASHINGTON (R) — The new 
outspoken chief of the interna- 
tional trade body GATT has 
warned that the world faces a 
“crucial moment of derision" — 
either strike a global trade deal or 
risk all-out protectionism. 

Peter Sutherland issued the 
ultimatum at the end of his first 
trip to the United States since 
becoming director general of the 
Geneva-based Genera! Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

“Some would say this is the 
hardiest job in the world.*' he said 
in an interview. “They’re not far 
off — but I personally believe it's 
worth doing.” 

The Irish banker-lawyer — on a 
crusade to finish by year-end the 
so-called Uruguay Round of talks 
meant to reform world trade — 
also said he is now sure that 
President Clinton shares his mis- 
sion. 

“The trip that I have had con- 
vinces me that the administration 
is determined to get a multilateral 
package through." said Mr. 
Sutherland, who assumed his post 


July 1. 

But despite all the recent talk 
of a tariff-cutting deal among 
major world trading partners, 
aimed at paving the way for a 
broader trade reform deal this 
year, Mr. Sutherland conceded 
the hard work lies ahead. 

“AH the easy issues (that had 
help up progress) are already in 
the past,” he said. “Nobody 
could possibly believe that it's 
feasible to expect the round to 
conclude without painful deci- 
sions.” 

Such painful decisions include 
deep cuts in agricultural sub- 
sidies, tariff reductions on politi- 
cally sensitive industries or new 
rules for the lucrative services 
market. 

“Compromise is an essential 
element to consensus," said Mr. 
Sutherland. “Nobody is all right 
about every issue.” 

Fears are strong overseas that 
local interests, concern over the 
U.S. economy and a general 
backlash against politicians could 
unleash a new wave of protec- 
tionism on Capitol Hill. But Mr. 


Sutherland said the risks of turn- 
ing inward were too great. 

“Congress reflects a myriad of 
different opinions and views, but 
there’s an overriding understand- 
ing that it would be a catastrophic 
political, as well as economic, 
decision to reject the multilateral 
process." be said. 

Nor is he overly worried, yet, 
about the rising enthusiasm for 
regional trade blocs, be it treaties 
binding North American consum- 
ers with their neighbours or 
efforts to close economic ranks 
around the Pacific. 

“Regional trading blocks, 
properly constructed, are not 
merely compatible but are a posi- 
tive dement in multilateralism,” 
said Mr. Sutherland. 

“However, they have the 
potential also to turn inward- 
looking and protectionist. And 
we are at that crucial moment of 
decision if the Uruguay Round 
fails, that's the sort of scenario I 
fear." 

The round was due to end to 
1990, rewriting the rules for trade 
in services, textiles and farm pro- 



Peter Sutherland 

duce and lowering barriers for 
manufactured goods. But the 
talks repeatedly stalled and now 
face a make-or-break Dec. 15 
deadline. 

The benefits of rewriting the 
world's trade rules — and thereby 
injecting new deals, new jobs and 
new money into moribund global 
economies — outweigh all the 
hard choices, he said. 

“It has been said that politi- 
cians act wisely after exhausting 
all other alternatives,” said Mr". 
Sutherland. “The world has ex- 
hausted all other alternatives — 
multilateralism is the only one 
left.” 
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Tunisia’s central 
bank report says 
economy still frai 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisians central bank said in its annua] report .the 
country's economy is still frail despite strong growth last year. 

"ITie positive results should not let us ignore the economy’s 
frailties which we should remedy to safeguard the gains of the last 
five years and guarantee a sustained and durable growth," central 
bank governor Beji Hamda said in his report, a copy of which was 
obtained by Reuters. 

Mr. Hamda said the exceptionally high 8.1 per cent growth rate in 
1992 was essentially made possible by a good harvest and a recovery 
in the tourism sector after a steep drop caused by the 1991 Gulf crisis. 

And he noted that Tunisia's trade balance deficit widened in 1992 
to S2.1 billion, with exports increasing only by 4.4 per cent compared 
to 1991, and imports rising by 18.8 per" cent. 

According to official figures, the dinar's value dropped by eight per 
cent against the U.S. dollar between March 1992 and March 1993, 
and declined by 9.5 per cent against the French franc and the mark 
during the same period. 

Economy Minister Sadok Rabeh said that as a result. Tunisia’s 
exports rose by 11.8 per cent during the six first months of 1993 from 
less than one per cent in the same period in 1992. while imports rose 
only by 10.8 per cent from 19.7 per cent. 

Mr. Hamda warned that the policy of letting the dinar’s value float 
“although... necessary to safeguard our competitiveness on the 
external markets, has its limits. It feeds inflation and makes the 
external resources more expensive." 

The inflation rate was 5.5 per cent : n 1992. 


Arab Gulf states in major gas projects boom to meet demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are investing more 
than $20 billion in major gas 
projects to meet a steady growth 
in world demand and offset sharp 
fluctuations in their oil revenues. 

Although gas projects are more 
expensive than oil ventures. Gulf 
officials believe gas remains more 
profitable in the long run as oil 
continues to lose ground to gas as 
a cleaner source of energy. 

"The future is for gas. It seems 
there is a war against oil,” an 


Omani oil ministry official told 
AFP by telephone from Muscat. 
“Oil will also be the main victim 
of the carbon tax proposed by the 
European Community." 

Oman alone is investing 
around $14 billion to build a gas 
liquefaction plant as well as a 
pipeline to transport 50 million 
cubic metre of natural gas per day 
to India. 

The $9 billion plant will pro- 
duce around nine million tonnes 
annually when it is completed by 


2000. With domestic gas con- 
sumption being met, almost all 
the output will be exported to 
Japan. 

According to the oil ministry, 
the projects would boost gas re- 
venues to nearly 15 per cent of 
the total income from five per 
cent currently. In 1992. gas re- 
venues stood at around S180 mil- 
lion. 

Qatar is to spent about $5 
billion on a liquefaction plant to 
tap its North Field, one of the 


biggesr gas fields in the world. 
The planr will produce four ton- 
nes annually, to be raised to six 
tonnes. 

Production will also be ex- 
ported to Japan, already the top 
importer of Gulf crude and gas, 
South Korea. Taiwan and Hong 
Kong. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has earmarked SI. 2 bil- 
lion to double the production 
capacity of its two gas liquefac- 
tion plants on Das Island to about 


five million tonnes bv the end of 
1994. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have 
yet to exploit their huge gas 
reserves. Instead they have fo- 
cused on refining and petroche- 
micals. 

“I think more gas projects will 
be carried out in Gulf states in 
future as domestic and external 
consumption continues to grow at 
the expense of oil and it is time 
for them to exploit their gas 
reserves," an industry source 


said. “Another thing is that gas 
reserves, unlike oil, are more 
evenly distributed in the world 
and this makes gas more secure 
and tempting for consumers." 

Gulf Arab states control more 
than 40 per cent of the world oil 
reserves but their nearly 17 tril- 
lion cubic metre of gas reserves 
account for less than 20 per cent 
of the world’s. 

The biggest reserves were 
based in the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 
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THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

. TEL. 504676 604696 ^ 
PO.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 



r 



0 


w 

I CROWN INTL EST. | 

1 Packing, shipping 1 
5 Forwarding, storage 5 

E worldwide Removals M 

fie 

Air Qaa flnrl I anH 




MARKET PUCE 



Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Addis J.n. 7.000 Children 4.000 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Chib 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
BuJding . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUMOHAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 

sm 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823S9I 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 



We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 


THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN 

Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Ouigomg Tours - 
& Hotel reservations at 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7> nighls 
☆ Istanbul $800 H/B’ & tours 
i- Antalya $ 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

.* All in 5 Star iNT'L HTLS 
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International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

O^n daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

K * : 3U - Midnight y 


The Bc\t Oriental Food in Town 


SS =? « JT 

. CluJI jUda# 

W 120 

\ 1 ✓ Authentic 

^ 'j Chinese dishes. 
•VV- from all great re- 

gionai cuisine 
■ styles ol China 

Prepared by our 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
pu.fjA Tike away KrvkB 

UnlPiH jatoai Al Hussein 

HOUSE Minsiry Ot Trade 

— . , S Industrial Rd 

Restaurant t«i.s93oo4 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|< yvn )j .ai- ; :*< s i»«-rr Aiii>] 

Take away is available 

vi'acfi 

nej- *W-' 

|TeI. 661922, Amman) 

tree lasted y yf- 

Always Lci/ed 
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IRANI. 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

i st Circle Jaoai Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway is available 

Open ddily 12 : 0 ( 1 - 3 : 1(1 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63896$ 



'r)l RESTAURANT 



£ ,**- 


Chinese, Thai, Philllplno, Indon is ian, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

' Live Band ~6" nights a week | 

World wide programs VIA satellite | 

Take aways & delivery Available ■ 
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MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX1TZ 



. rrjd/st ff 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

BilTdWgffliBlf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T1. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every rohmJl 
Satellite T.V. Reception' 



Amman * Tel 66S193 
■POBox 9403 - Fax 6K43 
Telex 23886 DAR0TL 

Ideal Residence 
Expatriates an 
Businessmen 
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Warring parties in Bosnia 
agree to halt offensives 


SARAJEVO (R) - The three 
warring parties in Bosnia's 16- 
month civil war were reported 
-.Saturday to have agreed to halt 
* their offensives from Sunday, 
.’Opening the way for a possible 
--resumption of peace talks next 
week. 

. The new commander of U.N. 
.-peacekeeping forces in Bosnia, 
•..General Francis Briquemont, 

- told a news conference that Serb 
.■forces besieging Sarajevo and 
--Goat troops fighting Muslim-led 
-.government troops elsewhere had 

agreed to halt their actions from 
. 10 a.m. (0800 GMT) Sunday. 

Gen. Briquemont declined to 
-..-describe the accord as a ceasefire 
— calling it rather a “cease offen- 
sives” — because he could not 
guarantee that regional armed 
. factions would not break it, as has 

- happened frequently in the past. 

However he said he had re- 
' .■ceived pledges from rival Serb, 

1 ; Muslim and Croat commanders 
. i .to halt formal offensives in the 
• . »former Yugoslav republic. 

‘ : ’ “From Sunday at 10 a.m. (0800 
*' GMT) all parties have accepted 
‘to cease all offensive operations." 

' | 'the Belgian officer said. “It is 
impossible to control the action 
-’of all soldiers everywhere so the 
1 'term ‘cease offensives' is a better 
term than ‘ceasefire'.*’ 


The agreement was announced 
after Serb gunners perched in 
mountains overlooking Sarajevo 
shelled parts of the beleaguered 
city for the third day running. 
The bombardment has so far 
killed 16 people and injured near- 
ly 90. 

The accord appeared to pave 
the way for the resumption of 
peace talks in Geneva next Tues- 
day, which Bosnia's Muslim Pres- 
ident Alija Lzetbegovic had re- 
fused to attend while Sarajevo 
and Muslim areas were under 
attack. 

Mr. lzetbegovic had twice 
asked for postponements in the 
talks, originally scheduled for last 
Friday. 

On Saturday international 
mediatois agreed to postpone the 
talks until Tuesday, which 
according to government- 
controlled Bosnian radio had 
been requested by Mr. Izetbego- 
vic to enable water and other 
services to be restored and block- 
ed aid convoys to be released. 

A spokesman for the mediators 
said in Geneva: “We have a very 
specific agreement from Presi- 
dent lzetbegovic that talks should 
begin Tuesday morning and that 
he himself plans to leave Sarajevo 
on Monday afternoon.” 

Gen. Briquemont said he bro- 
kered the accord in meetings with 


rebel Serb commander General 
Ratko Mladic Friday, Mr. Izetbe- 
govic early Saturday, and top 
Croat officers. 

Mr. lzetbegovic had asked that 
the U.N. Protection Force super- 
vise implementation of the agree- 
ment in Sarajevo and other major 
battle zones like Mostar, Brcko 
and Maglaj. 

Gen. Briquemont said he 
would also immediately request 
about 2,000 more peacekeeping 
troops to provide unhindered ac- 
cess for U.N. relief convoys to 
more than l.S million displaced 
people. 

In Brcko itself, which is in 
northern Bosnia, Bosnian radio 
reported that fierce fighting was 
going on. 

Earlier in the day a U.N. heli- 
copter ferrying two wounded 
Canadian U.N. soldiers to hospit- 
al came under fire as it was 
landing at Visoko, just outside 
Sarajevo, but was not hit, a U.N. 
spokesman in Zagreb said. 

The Canadians were injured 
when their observation post out- 
side the Muslim town of Srebreni- 
ca, a U.N.-designated “safe 
area", was hit by mortar fire 
Friday. The soldiers were injured 
in the legs, one seriously. 

In Geneva the spokesman for 
mediators Lord Owen and Thor- 


vald Stoltenberg, John Mills, said 
that both Mr. lzetbegovic and 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic had agreed that talks 
involving all parties in the war 
should begin Tuesday. 

This appeared to make a 
change of heart for Mr. Karadzic, 
who only the previous day had 
written to the mediators advising 
that early peace talks would be 
pointless since Mr. lzetbegovic 
had ruled out a Serb-Croat plan 
for three-way partition of Bosnia 
along ethnic lines. 

In a letter to Lord Owen and 
Mr. Stoltenberg, Mr. Karadzic 
said the meeting could be “prem- 
ature and counter-productive.” 

The talks would “unavoidably 
encourage greater military activ- 
ity on ail sides", said Mr. Karad- 
zic, whose forces control 70 per 
cent of Bosnia. 

“Mr. lzetbegovic ias no inten- 
tion of reaching settlement 
acceptable to Serbs and Croats,” 
Mr. Karadzic said, adding that 
anything that the Muslim presi- 
dent signed would be overruled 
when he returned to Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian Serb leader prop- 
osed that the mediators organise 
a well-prepared summit meeting 
in several months' time instead of 
what he called a “pseudo sum- 
mit” in Geneva. 


Major 
bloodied 
in victory; 
leadership 
questioned 

■ 'LONDON <R) — Opponents of 
‘John Major said Saturday the 
'-British prime minister's authority 
was denied and his leadership in 
; question despite victory in a con- 
"-fidence vote and parliament’s 
' "approval of the Maastricht Trea- 

. «y- 

■ Mr. Major brought anti- 
; Europe rebels in his Conservative 
" Party to heel Friday by threaten- 
ing to call an election if his goal of 
; closer ties with Europe was de- 
•" nied, but critics S3id this dramatic 
move showed the precariousness 
;of his position. 

‘'Major's victory fails to end 
leadership doubts” — said a 
‘headline in the authoritative 
’ Financial Times. The best-selling 
daily Sun tabloid headlined its 
“editorial: “A nice guy but he’s got 
-to go.” 

• But Mr. Major's success in 
lancing the boil' over Europe 
‘delighted his cabinet, which said 
’ the acrimonious debate had been 
won. allowing the government to 
‘ move on to a domestic political 
‘ agenda designed to sustain eco- 
’ nomic reoovery. 

“I've actually read with some 
astonishment this morning sug- 
.gestions that John Major's lead- 
ership will be challenged,” John 
MacGregor, transport secretary, 
told BBC Radio Saturday. “I 
think John Major has come 
through with flying colours." 

Mr. Major, the most unpopular 
premier since opinion polls be- 
— gan, is likely to see his 18-vote 
parliamentary majority shrink 
further next week at a by-election 
called after the death of a mem- 
ber of parliament. 

A random poll for a local 
newspaper published Saturday 
showed the Liberal Democrat 
•Party with an 18 per cent lead 
over the conservatives and on 
target to win the Christchurch 
seat in southern England. 

Opposition leaders insisted 
rifts in the ruling party caused by 
Maastricht could not be papered 
over and that Mr. Major, in ) 
charge since November 1990, was 
damaged beyond repair. 

Lord Healey, a former labour 
minister, said Saturday: “He was 
only able to win the vote yester- 
day by threatening to blow up 
himself and the government and 
the Tory (Conservative) MPs by a 
sort of doomsday machine. 

"He cannot do that every 
month and every time he is in 
trouble because it is not possible 
to appease the rebels, they won't 
go away.” 

Despite a 40-vote win in Fri- 
day's vote on the European Com- 
munity's treaty on political, eco- 
nomic and monetary union, the 
row rumbled on. 

Former Premier Sir Edward 
Heath attacked the 40 rebels who 
had voted against or abstained in 
debates on the treaty. An inabil- 
ity to push through die bill ratify- 
‘ ihg the treaty signed in December 
_ 1991 has crippled the govern- 
’ ment. 

“You can never appease these 
right-wingers, never, never, nev- 
er,” Mr. Heath told the BBC, 
adding the majority view of the 
party on Europe must now be 
forcibly carried out. 

■ But Conservative Euro-rebel 
James Cran warned: “If nobody 
listens to us we are going to have 
to make them listen to us but I 
think they don't want that... they 
want it done peaceably- " 



Azeris seek Iran’s he.J to end fighting 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Azerbaija s acting President Geidar Aliyev 
called Saturday for Iranian i.elp in ending the battle with 
Armenian forces around the Azeri town of Agdam. Tehran Radio 
said. Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, in a telephone 
conversation with Mr. Aliyev, condemned “the occupation of 
Agdam and the continued Armenian aggression.” against Azer- 
baijan. Armenian forces from the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh 
Friday seized Agdam. headquarters of Azeri forces fighting 
Armenian separatists in the Armenian-majority enclave. “These 
conflicts are not in the interest of either country and reaching a 
real and stable peace would only be possible through negotiation 
and regional cooperation,” Mr. Velayati said, quoted by the 
state-run radio. The United States condemned the capture of 
Armenian forces of the city of Agdam. “The United States 
government strongly condemns this action, which cannot be 
justified on the grounds of legitimate self-defence,” said State 
Department spokesman Michael McCuny. “We call on the 
Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians to cease their hostile military 
actions and withdraw completely and unconditionally from 
Agdam,” Mr. Curry said. 

New Pakistani cabinet sworn in 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Acti ng -President WasimSajjad swore in a 
six-member caretaker cabinet to run Pakistan until national 
elections set for Oct. 6, the Pakistani news agency said. The 
ministers were named as Syed Baber Ali. Mohammad Shafique, 
Ahmad Farooq, Fateh Khan Bandial. Nisar Memon and Abdus 
Sattar, a retired senior diplomat who was expected to take chaige 
of foreign affairs. Their offices would be announced later, the 
agency said. All the ministers are reported to be retired 
bureaucrats or army officers, chosen as political neutrals who 
would not try to influence the election results. They will serve 
with caretaker Prime Minister Moeen Qureshi. a former World 
Bank vice president. 

Cholefa sweeps through southern CIS 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A cholera epidemic appeared to be 
sweeping across southern parts of the former Soviet Union with 
outbreaks reported in Azerbaijan and the Russian Caucasus and 
three deaths in Tajikistan, ITAR-TASS said Saturday. Tajik 
doctors said the border town of Piandj, home to a large Russian 
Border Guard base, had been placed under quarantine in a bid to 
isolate those infected there, the agency said. The epidemic in the 
troubled former Russian republic had been caused by the return 
of Tajik refugees from Afghanistan where many fled after 
pro-Communists ousted an alliance of Muslims and self-styled 
democrats from power. The fresh cholera reports came the day 
after the Brussels-based medical charity Mededns Sans Frontieres 
(MSF, Doctors Without Frontiers), said two cholera epidemics 
had hit the Tajik- Afghan border region in Central Asia. 

Nigerian leader calls for unity 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's military President Ibrahim Babangida 
Friday appealed to elect- senators to help resolve the political 
impasse following the : ilment of last month's presidential 

election. “There is a co> lling need to save our country from 

the verge of partisan di ion," General Babangida said in a 
speech to members of the 9l-strong Senate in the capital Abuja. 
“As leaders of your respective parties. I call on you to prevail on 
your parties to tread the path of unity and stability of our country. 
As representatives of our people, I urged you to present faithfully 
our genuine concern to ensure a successful handover of power to a 
civilian president," he said in a speech faxed to Reuters in Lagos. 

8 killed in S. African attacks 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Eight people were killed in attacks 
Friday night in a black township and squatter camp east of 
Johannesburg, police said Saturday. Police spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dave Bruce said six people were shot dead 
and two were seriously wounded when two men. one armed with 
an AK-47 assault rifle, fired on patrons in a bar in Daveyton 
township. In a nearby squatter camp, named for slain blade 
activist Chris Hani, two charred bodies were found in a 
burned-out shack after an attack in which six others were 
wounded. Among these, three children, a man and a woman had 
gunshot wounds, while another man had been hacked and 
stabbed. Col. Bruce said police patrols in the area had been 
attacked six times during the night by people armed with 
automatic rifles and other weapons, induding petrol bombs. No 
one was hurt. 

‘Man who saved London’ dies 

PARIS (AFP) — Michel Hollard, "the man who saved London” 
by locating the launching pads from which German forces rained 
V-l rockets on the British capital, died earlier this month, aged 
95, his family announced. In 1943 Mr. Hollard broadcast 
information out of occupied France that enabled the British Air 
Force to destroy the launching pads that were posing a serious 
threat to allied morale. A veteran of the 1914-18 war, Mr. Hollard 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Order, an honour rarely 
accorded to non-British nationals. A book about him published in 
1960 was entitled The Man Who Saved London, and his efforts to 
locate the V-l launching pads in the Normandy region was made 
the subject of a television play two years later. Hollard. who died 
on July 16 in the Herault department, in southern France, was- 
buried earlier this week at a village in the Cevennes, his son 
Florian Hollard said. 


Japan 
opposition 
boosts 
chances 
of ruling 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s opposi- 
tion parties Saturday improved 
their chances of forming a broad- 
based coalition government after 
maverick reformist Morihiro 
Hosokawa signalled support for 
their cause. 

Mr. Hosokawa's centrist, anti- 
graft Japan New Party (JNP) will 
hold the crucial swing votes when 
parliament meets in August to 
choose a prime minister to re- 
place lame duck Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa. 

The conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), which 
has governed Japan since 1955, 
lost its majority in Sunday's 
general election but remains the 
largest party. 

Before the election, five 
opposition parties had already 
pieced to form an alternative 
coalition excluding the scandal- 
tam is bed LDP. 

The daily Yomiuri Shimbun 
said Mr. Hosokawa. an out- 
spoken anti-corruption campaig- 
ner, pledged to back an opposi- 
tion alliance in a meeting with 
Ichiro Ozawa, the “shadow sho- 
gun" of the five-party group. 

If the alliance between JNP 
and its smaller parliamentary 
allay, the Harbinger New Party, 
swings its 49 votes to the group. 
Japan will have a non-LDP gov- 
ernment for the first time in 
nearly four decades. 

The five opposition pa tries — 
the Socialists, the Buddhist- 
backed Komeito, the Renewals, 
the centrist Democratic Socialists 
and the tiny Socialist Democratic 
Federation — had long urged Mr. 
Hosokawa to join them and 
guarantee a parliamentary major- 
ity- 

After hastily arranged talks 
Saturday, executives of the five 
parties agreed to accept a set of 
conditions for joining any coali- 
tion put forward jointly by the 
JNP and the Harbinger New Par- 
ty- 
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With their belongings afloat on a large inner tube, two men walk through die flooded areas in India 
(AFP photo) 

South Asian flood toll passes 2,000 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepali 
officials said Saturday 1,100 peo- 
ple have been killed in floods and 
landslides, taking the total death 
toll in floods devastating wide 
areas of north India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh to more than 2,000. 

The officials said the final toll 
in Nepal could double when re- 
ports come in from isolated areas 
of the impoverished and moun- 
tainous country, where com- 
munications are poor. 

“Tbe figures are changing 
almost every hour,” said Bhoj 
Raj Pokharel of tbe Home (In- 
terior) Ministry. 

He said an estimated 100,000 
families had been badly affected 
by the floods, most of them in the 
southern lowlands near the Indi- 
an border. 

Around 750 people were killed 
in north India over the past week 
as near incessant rain sent rivers 
spilling over their banks to flood 
huge areas and make some 6.6 
million homeless, according to 
police, officials and domestic 
news agencies. 

In Bangladesh, officials said 
nearly 150 people had died in 


floods which inundated at least 
350 villages. 

Officials said 25 of the coun- 
try's 64 administrative districts 
were under water. More than 
100,000 people had been evacu- 
ated to safety but up to three 
million were marooned. 

All three countries launched 
relief operations to rescue as 
many people as they could and 
drop food to those who could not 
be brought to safety. 

Helicopters plucked hundreds 
from rooftops and areas of higher 
ground where villagers had fled 
encroaching flood waters. 

In India, the air force has 
carried out round-the-clock relief 
flights to drop food, medicines 
and water-purifying tablets to 
people marooned by water pol- 
luted by rotting carcasses of lives- 
tock. 

On Saturday , however, the 
rains stopped over much of the 
region and weather forecasters 
said there should be a clear 
period of about 48 hours before 
more arrived. 

In Punjab, the worst-hit region 
in north India where more than 
three million people were forced 


to abandon their homes, flood 
waters began to recede, officials 
said. 

Punjab, India's breadbasket, 
has been ravaged by the floods 
and the receding waters are ex- 
pected to reveal huge losses of 
crops and livestock. 

Senior Punjab ■ officials put 
their initial estimate of crop los- 
ses at $700 million. 

In Nepal, Home Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deupa said damage to 
crops, houses and cattle was near- 
ly $200 million and probably 
higher. 

“This is a very pr Jiminary 
estimate and figures are likely to 
go up," he said. 

Flooding spread in Bihar, the 
north Indian state on the Nepali 
border. 

The United News of India 
quoted Bihar officials as saying 
1 .6 million people in the state had 
been affected by the floods and 
that the situation was grim. 

It said at least 135 people had 
died in West Bengal, which bor- 
ders Bangladesh, and quoted un- 
official sources as saying the toll 
was probably more than 200. 


More people die in U.S. floods 


ST. LOUIS, Missouri (R) — 
Fresh downpours, which claimed 
more lives Friday, threatened to 
raise river levels again in the 
Midwest and experts said it may 
take months for the floodwaters 
of the Mississippi and its tributar- 
ies to subside. 

Three boys and a counsellor 
became the latest flood victims 
Friday when a flash flood near St. 
Louis ripped through a cave 
where they had taken shelter. 

The search for three others in 
the cave — two boys and a 
21-year-old counsellor — was to 
resume Saturday. 

Tbe floods, which began six 
weeks ago, have Idiled at least 37 
people, displaced 31,000 others 
and caused at least $10 billion in 
damage. 

Up to four inches (six cm) of 
rain fell within an hour Friday as 
thipderstorms raked the flood- 
stricken region. Flash flood warn- 


ings were issued throughout the 
Midwest. 

“We are dealing with some- 
thing at least into September. It 
could go beyond that,” said Jim 
Brown, a spokesman for tbe 
Army Corps of Engineers’ St. 
Louis District: • 

He said it takes weeks for tbe 
Mississippi to drop below flood 
level when it is as high as it has 
been, and that this year the river 
was higher and moving slower 
than -in 1973, when the last 
deluge hit. 

The Mississippi is expected to 
crest at 47 feet (14 metres) at St. 
Louis, but meteorologists said 
with more rain Friday in the 
Upper Mississippi Valley that 
crest may increase. 

In Hardin. Illinois, roughly 80 
kilometres north of St. Louis, 
residents were trying to hold back 
floodwaters from two swollen riv- 
ers — the Mississippi and the 


Illinois. 

Located on a peninsula be- 
tween the two waterways and 
accessiebie primarily by helicop- 
ter, the. town of 1,100 has set up a 
makeshift food respository full of 
donated supplies, plus a bank and 
1 a post office-in a school. ■' - 

TheU.S. Attorney in St. Louis, 
Stephen Higgins, set up a flood 
crime task force to prevent price- 
gouging by people seeking to 
exploit shortages of food and 
supplies. 

“In the wake of the floods, we 
could see a devastation of a diffe- 
rent sort,” he said. “We want to 
send a message to scam artists 
who would further victimise peo- 
ple.” 

Federal aid in the form of a $3 
billion relief bill has been held up 
in Congress but President Bill 
Clinton said Friday he expected 
congressional action next week. 


Crash shows Chinese air safety falling behind 


PEKING (R) — An air crash that 
killed at least 59 passengers in a 
remote but popular tourism spot 
has fuelled worries that Chinese 
air safety is falling behind the 
furious growth of civil aviation, 
analysts said Saturday. 

China Northwest Airlines 
Flight 2119 bound for Peking 
crashed on takeoff in the Ningxia 
province capital of Yinchuan Fri- 
day, killing at least 59 of its 1 13 
passengers and crew, the Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

The dead were mostly Chinese 
but included at least one fore- 
igner, a British woman, according 
to the British embassy in Peking. 


One Hong Kong resident was 
missing and feared dead, an 
embassy official said. Their 
names were not disclosed. 

At least two other foreigners, 
one said to be French, were 


marsh just beyond the runway, 
where it broke apart. 

“Much of the plane was shat- 
tered into pieces and the wreck- 
age was mired in marsh waters 
about a metre deep, making res- 


believed to be among survivors cue efforts even more difficult 
but their condition was not the official Guanemine Dailv re- 

u «=--•- ported from the crash scene. 

The cause of the crash was not 
known," it said. 

Hundreds of troops and police 

• **■•*^*1 " 1 r - a * 


known, officials said. 

The crash was the first reported 
this year, following four air disas- 
ters in four months last year that 


killed at least 276, induding many joined the rescue in Yinchuan a 
foreign tourists. dty near the Great Wall that 

Sketchy reports on Friday’s dis- attracts large numbers of tourists 
aster said the British Aerospace seeking adventure in China's rue- 
146 faltered in a second takeoff ged and sparsely-populated 
attempt and slammed into a northwest. 


Seoul may help North convert nuclear reactors 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea, Geneva talks last Monday to 
keen to end the nuclear threat reopen talks with the nuclear 
posed by the North, dangled an watchdog, the International Ato- 
offer Saturday to help Pyongyang mic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
convert its reactors into safer, The United States responded 
civilian types. by offering to help the North 

But the offer rested on the obtain the light water reactors if it 
condition that the North stopped permitted inspections, 
dragging its feet and opened its But North Korea, which denies 
nuclear facilities to both interna- it is developing a nuclear arsenal, 
tional and South Korean inspec- 
tors, the South's Unification 
Minister, Han Wan-Sang, said. 

In an interview with the domes- 
tic Yonhap News Agency, Mr. 

Han said the South could provide 


the 


appeared to reinterpret 
agreement Friday. 

In a statement on the official 
Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) North Korea’s Foreign 
Ministry said it would not permit 
financial and technological aid. IAEA inspections until it re- 


needed to transform North 
Korea’s nuclear reactors into 
light water-cooled versions that 
do not produce the fissionable 
materia] that can be used to 
produce atomic weapons. 

“North Korea asked the Un- 
ited States at talks in Geneva on 
July 19 to help it introduce light 
water-moderated reactors be- 
cause it wanted not only to solve 
its serious energy crisis but also 
prove its nudear programme is 
for peaceful use only," Mr. Han 
told Yonhap. 

South Korea was encouraged 
by the North's pledge at the 


ceived help for the transition. 

If help with the reactors was 
avoided or delayed “under the 
pretext of legal and financial 
reasons, it cannot be regarded as 
a stance for resolving Die prob- 
lem", the report said. 

The demand was totally- con- 
trary to the agreement with the 
United States, a South Korean 
government official said. 

The agreement was clear that 
inspections must occur first. 

Yonhap said the North had 
proposed the South help finance 
the transition to light water reac- 
tors in talks last July. But tbe 


South dedined. 

Inter-Korean dialogue col- 
lapsed in January and relations 
have grown increasingly strained. 

The South hopes the break- 
through at the Geneva talks will 
lead to a resumption of talks 
between the two enemies, still 
technically at war 40 years to the 
month after an armistice halted 
the Korean War, but insists the 
nudear stand-off must be settled 
first. 

North Korea meanwhile, has 
accused South Korean troops of 
shooting at one of its posts on 
their tense border in what the 
state news agency called a grave 
military provocation. 

A report by the KCNA, seen in 
Tokyo, said the incident took 
place Friday in the central section 
of the demilitarised zone (DMZ). 

According to Radio Pyon- 

O , monitored by the British 
[casting Corporation, South 
Korean troops “secretly dragged 
a 12.7-mm large-cafibre 
machinegun into the area within 
the DMZ south of Mount Osong 
in the central frontline, and fired 
it at the outpost of our side's dvil 


police..." 

KCNA said the safety of 
policemen carrying out normal 
duties was threatened. 

“The reckless military provoca- 
tion of the South Korean puppets 
is a premeditated move to inrite 
North-South confrontation and 
aggravate the situation artificial- 
ly.” the agency added. 

In a separate development. 
South Korean soldiers have be- 
gan removing some of the 
barbed-wire barriers on east coast 
beaches put up to prevent infiltra- 
tion by North Korean frogmen, a 
Defence Ministry spokesman said 
Saturday. 

“This is for the convenience of 
beachgoers.” he said. 

He dedined to comment on 
whether the threat of North Ko- 
rean commando raids had les- 
sened. The government has de- 
signated 1994 as visit Korea year 

A 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew on 
e^st coast beaches will be lifted at 
certain areas. Tbe spokesman 
said. 

The Korea Herald newspaper 
said 32 kilometres of the 230-km- 
toiig (370 mile) tangle of barbed 
wire on the east coast would be 
removed. 


Thieves snatch 
Roman relics from 
British Museum 

LONDON (R) — nrieves broke 
into the British Museum, Horne of 
one of the world’s greatest anti^ 
nuities collections, and made off 
lith Roman jewellery and corns 
worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, police said. A !"W«™ 
spokesman said the haul included 
eight engraved or carved semi- 
precious stones, a gold ring, a 
necklace and a number of silver 
coins. “We know precisely wba^j £ 
they are and their details will be 
distributed. We hope they will be 
recovered,” the spokesman said. 
Police said the items were worth 
£250,000 ($375,000). The 
museum houses some of the most 
precious pieces of Roman trea- 
sure in the world. The spokesman 
said it was possible the thieves 
had been “stealing to order”, as 
would they find difficult to sell 
the exhibits on the open market 
and had ignored rarer items. 

1 in 3 U.K. women 
are sexually 
harassed 

LONDON (R) — One in three 
British women have been sexual- 
ly harassed at work and over half ^ 
of them said nothing about it, a , 
television survey revealed. The 
Mori poll conducted for British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
Television revealed that 24 per 
cent suffered from sexual com- 
ments and jokes, the most com- 
mon form of harassment. “One in 
seven women (15 per cent) have 
been stared or leered ai by men 
and one in eight (12 per cent) say 
that they have been touched or 
brushed against,” the BBC said 
in a statement. The poll showed 
that over half of the harassed 
women found it upsetting, while 
18 per cent were “very upset or j 
angry" and 35 per cent were 
“fairly upset or angry.” "This 
survey demonstrates a real neet^jL- 
among working women for in-V^ 
formation and advice on how to 
tackle sexual harassment,” said 
Alan Rogers, BBC head of con- 
tinuing education and training. 
Fifty-one per cent of the women 
who had been harassed had not 
spoken ro anyone about it. 26 per 
cent said they confided in a friend 
or relative and 14 per cent talked 
to their boss. Mori questioned 
686 full and part-time working 
women aged 15 years and older 
for the survey. Tne findings will 
be included in a BBC television 
series and radio documentary. 

China’s biggest 
meteor shower 
predicted for August 

HONG KONG (AP) — Astro- 
nomers are predicting that the 
biggest meteor shower seen in 
China for more than 100 years 
will grace the eastern skies next 
month. The Nanjing Observatory 
in eastern Jiangsu province fore- 
cast that the skies will sparkle just 4 
before dawn on Aug. 12. whe***’ 
more than 700 meteors per hou?^ 
are expected. Hong Kong's Wen 
Wei Po newspaper reported. “It 
will be like the goddess of the sky 
scattering flowers," it said. 

Vanessa Paradis 
cancels tour 

PARIS ( AFP) — Pop star Vanes- 
sa Paradis has cancelled a tour of 
Japan and the United States after 
doctors told her she needed rest, 
her recording company said. The 
20-year-old singer was to have 
flown to Japan for a series of 
concerts beginning July 29, and 
was also to have performed in 
Los Angeles and New York. Pa- . 
radis was understood to have 
worn herself out by giving 7j 
concerts since March 3 to proifl 
ote her third and latest album, 
Vanessa Paradis, which the re- 
cording company said had 
already sold a million copies 
worldwide. 

Beatles’ 
manuscripts 
to be auctioned 

LONDON (R) - The manu- 
scripts of the lyrics for Beatles 

n?T*. A T»P e Walms ^ Fool 
Un The Hill are to be auctioned 

next week at a rock and roll 
nremorahd'a M !e, auctioneers 

s yS Sa * d - . An archive of 
5,000 never-published photo- 

§2*! °, f Beatles, with nega- 
? v *f an . d copynght, will also be 
foatured at the auction next 
Thursday. Photographer Terry , 
Spencer is selling the black and^V 

which he shot on 5 ' 
commission for Life magazine. 

The photographs show intimate 
scenes of the “fab four” in wS 
and 1964, including scenes of 
them in their dressing room play- 
ing with model trains and JcSL 

SCreaming fcns andfper- 
forming on stage. Audiences 

by th e surreal refer! 
CMKHl WsdlB 8 , which Was Mn 
ned by Beatle John Len™ 
was murdered in 1980. “Th^ 
gjnal manuscript - its 
almost slapdash aDDea^Sf^’ 

typical oHL " 

?™ me, y val “aM<= exam profits 
form, and one made all the mo™ 
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Opera House wins 
Ascot showpiece 
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ASCOT, England (R) — Dual 
derby winner Commander - In 
Chief lost his unbeaten record 
Saturday when he was beaten by 
Opera Home in the King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth Di- 
■ amond Stakes, one of the high- 
lights of the British horse racing 
season. 

Opera House, a five-year-old 
ridden by champion Jockey 
Michael Roberts, took up the 
running with 300 metres to go and 
held on to win the valuable group 
prize for owner Sheikh Moham- 
mad. 

Commander In Chief, winner 
of the English and Irish Derbys, 
was involved in a protracted 
struggle with White Muzzle, win- 
ner of the Italian Derby, and was 
just run out of it into third place 
in the final stride. 

Opera House, winner of his 
third successive Group One race 
following victories in the Corona- 
tion Cup at Epsom and the 
Eclipse Stakes at Sandown, 
finished I-V 2 lengths ahead. 

A short head separated White 
Muzzle, ridden by John Ried, and 
Commander (n Chief, mount of 
Pat Eddery. 

The result was some compensa- 
tion for South African jockey 
Roberts who starts a 10-day sus- 
pension next week imposed by 
Stewards at Newbury last Satur- 
day for causing international in- 
terference — a ruling hotly dis- 
puted by Roberts. 

Opera House provided Sheikh 
Mohammad with his second win 
in the prestigious race, following 
Belmez in 1990. 

The son of Sadler's Wells 
stayed towards the rear of the 
lO^sirong field in the early stages 
as User Friendly made the run- 
ning for jockey George Duffield, 
attended by Ascot Gold Cup 
winner Drum Taps. 

Turning into, the 500 metres 
straight. User Friendly still led 
but Commander In Chief looked 
threatening with Opera House 
and White Muzzle just behind. 

User Friendly finally yielded as 


Commander In Chief took com- 
mand but very swiftly Opera 
House pounced and asserted his 
authority. 

Commander in Chief, owned 
by Prince Khalid Abdullah and 
trained at Newmarket by Henry 
Cedi, started 7-4 favourite after 
winning ail five races in his brief 
career. But on the day there was 
no denying that Opera House, an 
8-1 chance, bad the greater ex- 
perience and ability to deal with 
his younger challenger. 

White Muzzle, at 9-1. ran su- 
perbly in by far the hardest task of 
his career. 

One of the big disappointments 
was Commander In Chiefs stable 
mate Tenby, also owned by 
Prince Khaled, who could only 
finish eighth. 

A failure when hot favourite 
for the Epsom Derby in June, 
Tenby had redeemed himself to a 
certain degree when finishing 
third to Opera House in the 
Eclipse Stakes. But on this occa- 
sion it was difficult lo see the 
glittering future once predicted 
for the colt. 

“Roberts said: “It's a great 
result after the trauma of the last 
week." 

"It’s not my first Group One 
winner for Sheikh Mohammad 
but I believe the King George is 
the greatest race for older horses 
in Europe.” 

Trainer Michael Stoute, who 
also won the race with Shergar in 
1981. said: "You are not entitled 
to be confident in such a high 
class race, but I Iukw he wouldn't 
be out of the frame (first three). 

"He'll be trained for the Prix 
De L’Arc DeTriomphe, but what 
route we take in the build-up will 
have to be decided. He is the 
perfect athlete to train.'* 

A pastern (small leg bone) 
injury as a three-year-old held up 
bis career, but Stoute said: ‘if he 
had been a Group One winner 
earlier he might have gone to stud 
and wouldn't be racing today. 
The injury prevented him show- 
ing his talents earlier." 


Rominger puts Indurain 
in the shade in time trial 


MONTLHERY, France (AFP) 
— Miguel Indurain is heading for 
his third Tour De France victory 
in a row Sunday — but all the talk 
was of his Swiss rival Tony 
Rominger Saturday. 

Rominger received a huge con- 
fidence boost by sensationally 
bearing Indurain in the penulti- 
mate 48km rime trial, a discipline 
in which the Spaniard has long 
been regarded as. unbeatable. 

It took the gutsy Swiss rider to 
second place overall and was his 
Ifcthird success in this year's Tour, 
after he won two stages 
The result proved that the 32- 
year-old, winner of the Tour of 
Spain for the last two years, can 
mount a serious challenge to In- 
durain 's supremacy next year. 

Rominger's performance 
throughout this year’s event has 
saved the Tour from turning into 


a profession. 

He continually harassed the 
world number one rider in the 
key mountain stages, while the 
other big favourites, Italians 
Gianni Bugno and Claudio 
Chiappucci and Alex Zuile of 
Switzerland, all disappointed. 

Had Rominger not been so 
unlucky in the early stages — he 
lost two teammates through 
crashes, was penalised a minute 
in the team time trial and punc- 
tured in both individual solo 
rides, including Saturday's stage 
win between Bretigny-Sur-Orge 
and Montibery — be might have 
worried Indurain even more. 

He beat a tired Indurain by 
42secs Saturday and now trails 
the yellow jersey by 4min 59sec 
overall, with Zen non Jaskula of 
Poland in third, 5:4Smin behind 
Indurain. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 Q 2 
A 9 8 6 4 
Q42 

* A Q 7 

WEST EAST 

f J106 4 3 4K675 

2 7 K 10 

•'/ J.3 7 v 10 9 6 3 

49632 * K J 5 

SOUTH 

* A 9 

'? Q J 7 5 3 
OAKS 

* 10 8 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 ■:> Pass 3 

4 V Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jade of 4 
There are those who look no fur- 
ther than a finesse fora way to fulfill 
a contract- Seventh heaven h when 
there is more than one finesse 
available. 

The auction was routine, albeit 
old- fashioned. Playing forcing jump 
raises. North’s response to partner’s 
one heart opening bid was clear-cut 
and, with a minimum, South had no 
ambitions beyond game. 

West led the jack of spades, cov- 
ered by the queen and king and tak- 
en by the ace. Declarer ran the 
queen of hearts for the first of sever- 


al finesses. That lost to the king. 
East returned a spade and West, on 
lead with the ten, shifted lo a dub. 
South ejected lo run it to the ten. 
That lust to East's jack, and the 
defender exited safely with a trump. 
Declarer won in band to try the last 
finesse available— the queen of 
clubs. When it too lost, the debacle 
was complete. 

Let’s see how an expert would 
tackle the hand. First, it costa noth- 
ing to cover the opening lead with 
the queen— players nave been 
known to lead Lhe jack from K J 10. 
But after winning the ace of spades 
at trick nne declarer does not have 
to take another finesse! , 

At trick two South should cash 
the ace of hearts — with 10 trumps in 
the combined holding, chances of 
finding a singleton king are good 
and, if it drops, the contract is safe. 
When nothing good happens, de- 
clarer should dear three rounds of 
diamond*, then exit with a spade. 

Should East win that trick, an 
endplay has already been sprung. 
When, in fact. West gai n s the lead, 
the only safe return is a club and 
declarer simply covers any card 
West leads. East can win and cash 
the king of hearts, but is again en- 
meshed in declarer's web and any 
return concedes the contract. Try it- 



French Formula One driver Alain Prosl (right) speaks to a mechanic 
during a pause in the second official practice session Saturday for 
Sunday’s German Grand Prix (AFP photo) 

Prost takes pole position 
for German Grand Prix 


HOCKENHEIM. Germany (R) 
— Frenchman Alain Prost secured 
pole position for Sunday's Ger- 
man Grand Prix with another fine 
performance in his Williams in 
final qualifying Saturday. 

Prost, driving a car equipped 
with the controversial active sus- 
pension and traction control driv- 
er aids, docked a fastest rime of 
one minute 38.748 seconds 
around the high-speed 6.815-km 
Hockenheim track. 

His time, an improvement of 
three-tenths of. a second on his 
effort Friday, ensured he will line 
up for the 29th pole of his career 
in Sunday's 45-lap race and his 
ninth pole in 10 races this year. 

Briton Damon Hiil ; Prost 's 
Williams teammate, made a bold 
effort to snatch pole position but 
had to be satisfied with the 
second quickest time and a share 
of th&.front row oLthe grid. 

German Michael Schumacher 
was third fastest after produdng a 
remarkable lap in the final 
seconds of the hour-long qual- 
ifying session. 

He clocked 1:39.580 in his Be- 
netton to get the edge over Brazi- 
lian Ayrton Senna in a McLaren. 

The British Ligier pairing of 
Mark Blundell and Martin Brun- 
dle took fifth and sixth places on 
a day when several drivers strug- 
gled to improve their opening 
qualifying times. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger 
crashed at the third chicane in his 
Ferrari but escaped unhurt. The 
car was badly damaged. 

“I came into the chicane too 
quickly went over the kerb and 
lost control. That was it," said 
Berger. 


Schumacher's late lap was the 
most exciting of the day and 
prompted a flag-waving display of 
patriotic fervour from the big 
crowd. 

He had been unable to improve 
his time earlier on and was on old 
tyres when he made his lust bid. 

“I really went for it," said 
Schumacher. "I was over the 
edge at times but I got the time in 
the end.” 

* Prost is seeking to add to his 
record 50 Grand Prix wins Sun- 
day and increase his 20-point lead 
over Senna in the title nice. 

"It is always important to be on 
pole and especially at a circuit 
like rhis where it is bumpy and 
difficult to pass with 200 litres of 
fuel on board," said Prost. 

"So I am pleased, but 1 know 
that it will be necessary to make a 
good start. I had big over steer 
into the first cQjrier and the car is 
not perfect. 

"1 think 1 will have to do 
something different tomorrow on 
full tanks. Before we came here 
we thought Hockenheim 'would 
be one of the best circuits for our 
car but that is not the case. It is a 
race where you cannot predict 
anything at all." 

Hill said: "It’s going to be a 
pretty interesting race and I think 
it will be pretty close between the 
top four cars. I am glad to be on 
the front row here — it is going to 
a bit of a cracker." 

Schumacher was disappointed 
to hear McLaren were using the 
same Ford V8 engine powering 
his Benetton. 

"I was very surprised to hear 
about that. I thought we were the 
factory team," he said. 


Olympics Festival opens 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The 
12th U.S. Olympic Festival began 
with high expectations and even 
higher temperatures. Neither was 
expected to abate. 

Organisers had sold nearly S2 
million wortfh of tickets as of 
midnight Thursday. About 
60,000 attended Friday night’s 
opening ceremonies at the new 
Alamodome , with record-setting 
crowds anticipated for Figure 
skating and filled seats expected 
at venues across the city. 

"This is a day this city’s been 
waiting on for about six ysais,” 
said Bob Coleman, chairman of 
the local organising committee. 

We feel San Antonio has gone 
from a city not capable of holding 
this event in 1987 to one of the 
Lop sports dries in the United 
States. 

‘We fed after these 10 days 
that we will have emerged.” 
Not to mention baked. 
Temperatures were in the mid to 
upper 90s (35C) in San Antonio 
Friday, as they have been for the 
past several days. 

The National Weather Service 
said there was no change in sight 
for the next several days, which 
should come as no real surprise to 
the locals. It hasn't rained in San 
Antonio since June 26. 

Some cydists beat some of the 
heat Friday, getting out early in 
the morning to determine the first 


medal winners of the festival. 

In the women's 33-mile (53 
kilometres) team time trials, the 
team of Carol Ann Bostick of 
Corrales, N.M., Linda Brenne- 
man of Mission Viejo, Calif., 
Dede Demei of Milwaukee and 
Sally Zack of boulder, Colo., 
won the gold in I hour, 17 mi- 
nutes, 3.03 seconds. 

The men’s 4914-mile (79- 
kilomerre) team trial was held 
after it had warmed up to 97. The 
team of Johnson of Brier, Wash., 
Andrew Lewis of Old Green- 
wich, Conn., Scott Meroer of 
Boulder, Colo., and Eric Zaltas 
of Oakland, Calif., won the gold 
medal in 1:47:04. 

"It was very hot," said Chris 
Carlson of Dallas, whose team 
finished third. “One of my team- 
mates said he felt like he was 
riding in front of a hair dryer on 
hot." 

The only other events held 
Friday were preliminaries in team 
handrail and synchronised swim- 
ming. The festival was expected 
to pick up considerably Saturday 
with competition in 20 sports,' 
including figure skating, basket- 
ball and swimming. 

About 4,200 athletes will com- 
pete in 37 sports. The list includes 
about 125 Olympians in 22 sports, 
as well as the No. 1 pick in the 
Major League draft, shortstop 
Alex Rodriguez, 


Olympic champion Young finally 
beaten at London Grand Prix 


LONDON (R) — Kevin Young, 
the Olympic 400 metres hurdles 
champion unbeaten in 26 succes- 
sive races, sensationally lost to 
world champion Samuel Malete 
at the London Grand Prix. 

The American world record 
holder looked to have the edge 
on the Zambian until he stuttered 
approaching the last hurdle, lost 
his rythm and was beaten on the 
line in a photo-finish. 

Matete, winner of the 1991 
world title in Tokyo, clocked 
48.85 seconds, just 0.01 ahead of 
the American. 

Young had controlled the race 
completely and led from the start. 

He said: "You can never take 
the hurdles lightly and maybe it 
was a little lost concentration or 
fatigue. But if you are to be 
beaten it's best to lose to some- 
one tike Matete." 

Olympic 100 metres champion 
Linford Christie was given the 
perfect boost for his showdown 
race with world record-holder 
Carl Lewis next week when he 
convincingly beat Leroy Burrell. 

The American made a false 
start in a repeat of the Barcelona 
final which former world record- 
holder and world silver medallist 
Burrell had been favourite to 
win. 

American Jon Drummond 
made a flying start second time 
around and Christie had to work 
hard to run him down to maintain 
his season's unbeaten record. 

The Briton, who meets Lewis 
in Gateshead, northern England 


next Friday for a fee reported to 
be $100,000 each, won in a re- 
latively slow 10.27. 

Burrell was second in 10.33, 
the same time as Drummond. 

European 1 10 metres hurdles 
champion Colin Jackson also 
kept intact his unbeaten record 
this season and inflicted two de- 
moralising defeats on Olympic 
silver medallist Tony Dees. 

Jackson beat the American in 
the first heat and then outran 
Dees from the gun in the final as 
he posted the fourth-fast esi time 
of the year, 13.20. 

Jackson, who beat Olympic 
champion Mark. McKoy of Cana- 
da for the second time in Nice 
Wednesday, also defeated fellow- 
Briton and Olympic bronze 
medallist Tony Jarrett in the fin- 
al. 

Dees clocked 13.34 and Jarrett 
13.64. 

Olympic high jump champion 
and world record-holder Javier 
Sotomayor of Cuba leapt 2.40 
metres to equal his own best 
mark for the season. 

He set a British all-comers' 
record and comprehensively des- 
troyed the classy field. 

Sotomayor made one attempt 
at a world record 2.45. 

Olympic 400 metres hurdles 
champion Sally Gunnell pro- 
duced another storming run in an 
unbeaten season, posting the 
second fastest time of the year. 

Gunnell, who beat an average 
field in Nice Wednesday, des- 


troyed a better one including 
American Kim Batten, third fas- 
test in the world this year, and 
Russian Vera Ordina, fifth in the 
Olympics* to confirm herself as 
favourite for the world -title next 
month. 

Gunnell, already credited with 
the fastest time this year, won in 
53.85 with Deon Hemmings of 
Jamaica second in 54.98. 

Olympic champion and world 
record-holder Jan Zelezny of the 
Czech Republic won the javelin 
with a. throw of 86.28, but may 
have a fight to win the world title 
as Steve Backley finished second 
with 85.10 in his first competitive 
appearance since the Olympics 
where he won bronze. 

Backley, out since last August 
with a shoulder injury, threw just 
three times, reaching the World 
Championship qualifying stan- 
dard. 

The British former world re- 
cord holder withdrew early from 
the competition, saying he 
wanted ter rest his shoulder. 

Meanwhile British athletics 
officials denied accusations of in- 
competence directed at them by 
world pole vault champion Sergei 
Bubka who failed to get a visa for 
Friday's meeting at v Crystal 
Palace. 

Bubka criticised the British 
Athletics Federation (BAF) 
when he left Nice Thursday night, 
saying they had failed to get him 
and nine other former Soviet 
athletes visas for the London 


meeting. 

But BAF promoter Andy nor- 
man rejected the accusation, and 
blamed the athletes' managers for 
not applying for British visas as 
advised. 

Bubka, a star attraction at the 
Nice Grand Prix Wednesday 
where be was attempting to set 
his 35th world record, said: "The 
British Federation were sleeping. 
They should have sorted the visa 
arrangements out. It's typical of 
them." 

The Ukrainian and Belarus 
javelin thrower Vladimir Sasima- 
vitch were the biggest missing 
names on Friday's card, together 
with several second string women 
middle distance runners. 

Norman said, however, the 
British federation was in no way 
to blame. 

*‘We sent them invitations with 
forms for visa applications and 
sent a copy of the invitation to the 
embassies. But the athletes' two 
managers never sent an applica- 
tion form to the embassy," be 
said. 

"There are lots of former 
Soviet athletes competing here 
tonight, it's just two groups rep- 
resented by these managers who 
are missing." 

He said Bubka had tried this 
week to obtain a last-minute visa 
from British consulate officials in 
Berlin where he now lives, but 
was told it was only available in 
Dusseldorf, and by then it was 
too late to make the trip. 


Spain reach Federation Cup final 


FRANKFURT (R) — Conchita 
Martinez defied stubborn French 
resistance from Julie Halard as 
Spain reached the final of the 
Federation Cup women's team 
tennis tournament for the fourth 
time in five years Saturday. 

Martinez needed to battle hard 
for more than two hours under a 
hot sun to stop a spirited Halard 
comeback in a 6-1 3-6 6-3 victory 


in the opening singles' rubber. 

The victory paved the way for 
former French Open champion 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario to 
clinch the Spaniards a 2-0 winning 
lead over the French with a 6-1 
64 victory over Nathalie Tauziat 
in the second singles. 

Spain won the most prestigious 
prize in women's team tennis in 
1991 and were beaten finalists last 


Brazil face altitude 
ordeal in World Cup 


LA PAZ (R) — Brazil’s worried 
soccer team continue their bid to 
qualify for the World Cup Sunday 
more concerned about the alti- 
tude than the opposition. 

Nearly all the talk among the 
Brazilian squad this week has 
been on the possible effects of 
playing at 3,700 metres (12,000 
feet) above sea level Bolivia's 
capital La Paz. 

Opponents Bolivia have 
scarcely been given a mention, 
despite their 7-1 demolition of 
Venezuela away in the opening 
South American Group B match 
last Sunday. 

Brazil drew their first game in 
Ecuador 0-0 last week and defeat 
against Bolivia would put them in 
a difficult position in the five- 
team group, from which two 
countries go through to the 
World Cup finals. 

Brazil have controversially de- 
cided to arrive in La Paz just 
three hours before kick off. 

"The best way to adapt is to 
arrive 21 days before, but this was 
impossible because of our fixture 


list," said assistant coach Mario 
Zagalo. 

“Failing that, it is scientifically 
proven that the second best 
alternative is to arrive immediate- 
ly before the game." 

But newspapers have been full 
of interviews with doctors saying 
Brazil have got it all wrong and 
warning that some players could 
go down with altitude sickness — 
which produces dizziness, vomit- 
ing and nose bleeds — within 
minutes of arriving. 

Australia, who were expected 
to start packing their bags for 
home after the first round, 
reached the final of the Federa- 
tion Cup for the first time for nine 
years after clinching the deciding 
doubles rubber against Argentina 
Saturday. 

Veteran campaigner Elizabeth 
Smylie, a member of the Austra- 
lian team which lost to Czechos- 
lovakia in their last appearance in 
the final in 1984, teamed up with 
Rennae Stubbs to beat Ines Gor- 
rochategui and Patricia Tarabini 
4-6 6-2 6-3. 


NOTICE !!! 

We hand wash/clean 
carpets & rugs 
☆ Wool ☆ silk ☆ all sizes 

House of Antiques, Abdoun 
Omar Al Mohtaseb Centre 
Tel.: 824698 

Open 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. except Friday 


NEEDED FOR RENT 

A long established company needs to rent a 
purpose built office 200 sq.m, or villa 
300-400 sq. m. in west Amman with 
telephone lines available for use as en- 
gineering offices. 

Please call tel. 696464/696465 
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


year and in 1989. The Spaniards, 
who revel in the slow day courts, 
were expected to go through 
against the French who have nev- 
er reached the final of the 31- 
year-old event. 

But the tie might have taken on 
a completely different perspec- 
tive if Halard, who battled back 
from one-set down against Mar- 
tinez, had managed to turn her 
fighting spirit into a victory after 
an exciting third set which could 
have gone either way. 

After both players had broken 
service three times in the first 
seven games of the final set. 
Halard double-faulted in the 
eighth game to give Martinez the 
crucial break to lead 5-3. The 
Spaniard then served out for the 
match. 

It was a tough end for the 
diminutive Halard who always 
looked capable of pulling off an 
upset with her strong backhand 
and incessant scurrying about the 
court. 

Sanchez was always expected 
to beat Tauziat. But a Halard 
upset could have forced an in- 
teresting deciding doubles. In 
Sunday's final, the Spanish will 
meet the winners of Saturday’s 


other semifinal between Argenti- 
na and Australia. 

The two teams were level 1-1 
after the first two singles. Ines 
Gorrochategui put Argentina 
ahead with a 64 6-2 win over 
Michelle Jaggard-Lai in the open- 
ing rubber before Nicole Provis 
came back from behind to beat 
Florenda Labat 1-6 6-2 6-3 in the 
second singles. 

“I always have tough matches 
against Julie." Martinez said. 
"She hits the ball very aggressive- 
ly and it is always difficult." 

Sanchez did not have things all 
her own way against Tauziat who 
upset Wimbledon finalist Jana 
Novotna when the French put out 
third seeds Czechoslovakia in Fri- 
day’s quarterfinals. 

After taking the first set and 
leading 3-0 in the second, San- 
chez almost let Tauziat bade into 
the match when she allowed the 
French player to break her ser- 
vice in the fifth game and level to 
3-3 in the next game. 

But Sanchez ran for everything 
and made the crucial break im the 
10th game to seal the match. 
Tauziat, down 040. saved three 
match points but then hit a fore- 
hand over the baseline to give 
Sanchez victory. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

With Danish furniture, the flat is 200 square metres in area, with a 
70 square metre salon, three bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 
Location: Shmeisani, near the Libyan Embassy. 

Tel.: 675836 


cna» Al AH) 

Two apartments, 160m 2 each, two bedrooms, kitch- 
en, living room, dining room. 

Please contact Mr. Al Mousa. Tel. No. 605789 
Gardens St - Alfaris Building Tla* Al AIL 


VACANCY AVAILABLE 

A leading company has a position available 
for a senior secretary, with the required 
qualifications: 

1 Minimum S years experience 

2 Good command of Arabic & English 
( written & spoken ). 

3 Computer skills essential ( windows 
environment ). 

Interested applicants should send their CV.. 
copies of certificates and references if 
available to the following address: 

Att: Personnel Officer 
P.O.Box 582 Amman - Jordan 
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[Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


A 

T 


THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 12-JO, 3J0, 6:15. 8J0. 10J0 p.m. 


u 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed Al ShaghaB 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3 JO, 6:00, 8:30 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


AK Pacino — in 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:15. 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 6755711 

MabB Al MmOM That n j 

‘‘For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination off Hanthalafe 
by artist 8asad Bltsr 

Ami Mfrifcy Md Sam**, Jwm 4 mi t Midi pjfc 
Flawe book ante la adraact 


Nabll & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


i 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 
The theatre will be dosed in preparation 
for “Ahian Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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The U.S. government displays a wanted poster at die UjS. State 

- Department Friday, offering a $2 million reward for the arrest of 

- Raimi Ahmad Yousef, one of the main suspects in the World Trade 
Centre bombing (AFP photo) 


U.S. announces $2m 


reward for suspect 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States is offering a $2 
million reward for information 
.leading to the arrest of a suspect 
in New York's World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing. 

- .“Effective immediately the De- 
partment of State is offering a 
reward of up to $2 million for 
information that leads to the 
arrest, anywhere in the world, of 
Ramzi Ahmad Yousef,'* State 
•Department spokesman Mike 
McCurry told reporters. 

He said Yousef “should be 
considered armed and extremely 
dangerous.'* 

■■ Mr. Yousef, one of six suspects 
charged in the Feb. 26 attack on 
■the World Trade Centre that 
killed six people and injured 
more than 1,000, fled the United 
States using an Iraqi passport and 
is now probably in the Middle 
East, Mr. McCurry said. 

“Yousef has demonstrated... 
willingness and ability to under- 
take acts of international terror- 
ism and is likely to engage in such 
acts in the future unless he is 
brought into custody," Mr. 
McCurry added. 

A senior official said the U.S. 
government has information on 
which country Mr. Yousef has 
fled to but he refused to provide 
details. 

The New York Times reported 
Friday that the administration's 
plan to offer the reward has been 
stymied by a dispute over which 
agency should put up the money. 

Unidentified officials told the 
Times that the dispute between 
the State Department and the 
FBI may have cost the United 
States a chance of catch Mr. 
Yousef before he vanished in the 
Middle East. 

The State Department has 
issued a composite picture of the 
suspect and described him as 
white, two metre tall, of medium 
build, with brown eyes and olive 
complexion. 

The announcement followed 
the arrests late Thursday of two 
more people in connection with a 
foiled plot to bomb New York 
Gty landmarks. 

The latest two arrests, made in 
a beachfront hotel in North Wild- 
wood, New Jersey, brought the 
number of detained suspects in 
The alleged ring to 12. 

the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) identified the two 


new suspects as Matarawi 
Mohammad Saleh, 37, and 
Ashraf Mohammad, 31. 

Mr. Mohammad was arrested 
for harbouring Mr. Saleh, who 
has been on the run since he was 
charged in the bombing conspira- 

cy- 

The 12 suspects are accused of 
involvement in an alleged plot to 
bomb the United Nations build- 
ing, two road tunnels connecting 
New York Gty to New Jersey 
and other targets. 


Mr. Salkeh “was not the one 
driving them from point A to 
point B. He was a player," a law 
enforcement source said. 

After monitoring the plot 
through an informer, the FBI 
arrested eight people June 24, 
allegedly catching some of the 
suspects red-handed making 
bombs. 

A ninth suspect was arrested 
six days later. 

On July 14, the 10th suspect, 
Ibrahim Elgabrowny, was taken 
from a list of seven men charged 
in connection with the bombing 
the trade centre. 

Mr. Saleh appeared Friday be- 
fore a federal magistrate and 
waived his right to a hearing on 
whether he could be taken to 
New York to face bombing con- 
spiracy and attempted bombing 
charges. 


He was arrested Thursday 
night with Mr. Mohammed at the 
Sea Wolf apartments, a motel on 
New Jersey’s southern shore ab- 
out 200 kilometres from New 
York. Witnesses said Mr. Saleh 
was in the middle of a cookout 
with his five-year-old son and 
friends. 

Mr. Mohammad was charged 
with harbouring a federal fugi- 
tive. 

Federal marshals were to take 
Mr. Saleh to New York City, 
where he will face arraignment 
next week. Mr. Mohammad was 
being held pending a Tuesday 
bail hearing. 

If convicted, Mr. Saleh faces 
up to 15 years in prison , author- 
ities said. Mr. Mohammad could 
face up to five years in prison and 
$5,000 fine. 

Authorities say the men en- 
tered the United States in the 
1980s. Mr. Saleh’s lawyer said he 
believed the two are legal U.S. 
residents. 


Gardini suicide gives no 


let-up for Italian probe 


MILAN (Agencies) — Italy's 
corruption probe pressed on re- 
lentlessly Saturday as the country 
reeled bom the suicide of Raul 
Gardini, the second scandal- 
tainted executive to take his own 
life in three days. 

■ “The suicide of a man as strong 
as . Gardini is a sign of tragic 
darity: “It's the hour of reckon- 
ing for everybody, even those 
who seemed untouchable," said 
the top-selling La Repubblica 
newspaper. 

"Mr. Gardini, a former chair- 
man of the crisis-tom Femizzi 
company, was found dead in his 
Milan apartment on Friday morn- 
ing with a bullet through the head 
and still clutching an automatic 
pistol. 

- Legal sources said police had 
been about to arrest him for 
alleged involvement in the brib- 
ery scandal rocking Italy. 

• The result of an autopsy was 
expected to confirm Mr. Gardi- 
ni's death as suicide. He will be 
buried in the Adriatic town of 
Ravenna Monday. 

. Carlo Sama, former chief ex- 
ecutive officer of Ferruzzi's main 
company Montedison, was being 


held in a Milan jail pending ques- 
tioning by magistrates for alleged 
false accounting. 

Mr. Sama, who like Mr. Gardi- 
ni married into the Femizzi fami- 
ly, was arrested with two other 
Femizzi executives Jate Friday. 

- One of these, Vittorio Giuliani 
Ricd. married to another daugh- 
ter of Ferruzzi’s founder, was 
later granted house arrest. 

A fourth man, Giusseppe Ber- 
lin!, a Femizzi family financial 
adviser in Switzerland, gave him- 
self up to Milan magistrates on 
Saturday. A warrant had also 
been issued for his arrest. 

Femizzi, buckling under $20 
billion of debts, is being investi- 
gated by Milan stock exchange 
authorities after' it restated huge 
losses on its 1992 balance sheet. 

The death of Mr. Gardini, the 
12th person to die after implica- 
tion in Italy's massive graft and 
corruption scandal, has sparked a 
fierce debate over the methods 
used by examining magistrates in 
the ever-widening corruption 
probe. 

Hie string of deaths also occu- 
pied the front pages of the na- 
tion’s newspapers. 


ASEAN ministers endorse security forum 


Combined agency despatches 


SINGAPORE — Foreign minis- 
ters of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Saturday approved a proposal to 
set up an 18-member forum to 
tackle thorny political and secur- 
ity issues in the region. 

A joint communique issued at 
the end of a two-day meeting said 
the ministers endorsed the prop- 
osal for an ASEAN regional 
forum “to promote consultations 
on regional political and security 
issues." 

Last week officials from the six 
ASEAN countries — Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand — 
proposed the creation of the 
forum to aid regional stability. 

The forum members are 
ASEAN, its seven main trading 
partners — the United States, 
Japan, Canada, the European 
Community, South Korea, Au- 
stralia and New Zealand, plus 
Russia, China, Vietnam, Laos 
and Papua New Guinea. 

All the members are participat- 
ing in talks this week and next in 
Singapore. 

The communique said the 


forum would gather in Bangkok 
next year at the time of the next 
ASEAN foreign ministers meet- 
ing. 

ASEAN, a 26-year old group, 
added political and economic 
issues to its agenda last year amid 
worries of an increasingly strong 
China, an unstable Cambodia, a 
regional arms build-up and a 
post-cold war withdrawal from 
the area of U.S. forces. 

China Friday sought to assure 
the ASEAN nations that it does 
not seek dominance in the region 
and will not use force to settle 
disputes.' 

“China is fully committed to 
peace and stability in this region. 
China will not become a potential 
or real threat." Wu Jianmin, 
spokesman for China’s Foreign 
Ministry, quoted Foreign Minis- 
ter Oian Qichen as telling his 
ASEAN counterparts. 

The ASEAN communique Fri- 
day called on the U.N. Security 
Council to act to halt Serbian 
aggression in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The communique expressed 
“serious concern ov*r the desper- 


ate situation in the republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 

They called on the Security 
Council to “act decisively to halt 
the Serbian aggression'’ and “ful- 
ly restore the sovereignty, unity 
and territorial integrity of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina." 

The association failed to reach 
a consensus on a proposal by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton for a 
meeting of Pacific leaders later 
this year, according to officials 
here. 

“There was no ASEAN com- 
mon stand which means members 
will make their own decisions (on 
whether to go)," Malaysia's Fore- 
ign Minister Abdullah Badawi 
told reporters. 

Russia told ASEAN it is ready 
to supply South East Asia with 
sophisticated weapons but will 
not break any international arms 
embargoes. 

Malaysia recently announced it 
was buying 18 advanced MiG-29 
fighters in what was regarded as a 
breakthrough sale by Russia in a 
region that normally buys its arms 
from the West. 

Russia was prepared to provide 
* "sophisticated means of self- 
defence to our partners in the 


ASEAN region." Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev told the 
ASEAN ministers. 


But Russia would ensure that 
such weapons were not used to 
heighten tensions in the region, 
contribute to regional instability 
“or aid or abet international ter- 
rorism,” Mr. Kozyrev said. 


problems,” including nuclear 
non-proliferation, relations with 
North Korea and Cambodia, hu- 
man rights and the smuggling of 
Chinese migrants, said the offi- 
cial. 


OS. sees new dialogue 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s meetings with his 
Chinese and Russian counter- 
parts here could be the start of a 
new dialogue on security in the 
Pacific rim, a senior U.S. official 
said Saturday. 

“You could be seeing a pivotal 
point here where you're begin- 
ning to draw Russia and China ... 
into a direct discussion dialogue 
on security issues,'' said the offi- 
cial, who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 


The foreign ministers’ com- 
munique urged die international 
community to finance and speed 
up resettlement of Vietnamese 
boat people and welcomed a 
commitment by Vietnam to their 
repatriation. 

They agreed to consider setting 
up “a regional mechanism” on 
human rights but said the issue 
should not be linked to foreign 
aid and required a balanced 
approach. 

It asked for “strong political 
commitment by all parties" to 
resolve stalled world trade talks 
under the General Ag reem ent on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) by the 
end of 1993. 


Mr. Christopher is scheduled 
to meet with China’s Qian and 
separately Russia’s Kozyrev Sun- 
day in discussions surrounding 
the ASEAN meetings. 

The meeting with Mr. Qian will 
focus on “significant issues and 


They backed a “smooth and 
swift implementation” of the 
ASEAN Free Trade Area 
(AFT A), an effort to create a 
free trade zone through tariff 
cuts, but recommended no mea- 
sures to hasten the slower-than- 
expected scheme, which began in 
January. 


4 feeding 
centres • 


reopened in 
Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Relief workers delivered food 
Saturday to four Mogadishu feed- 
ing centres that had been dosed 
since Somali gunmen ambushed 
Pakistani peacekeepers on June. 
5. 

The international aid agency 
Care delivered 10 tonnes of 
wheat, maize and sorghum to 
each centre without a United 
Nations military escort. 

U.N. sources said no protec- 
tion had been provided because 
the centres, serving about 25,000 
needy Somalis, were located in a 
dangerous area where soldiers 
could easily ambushed. 

The four sites were among 13 
that had received no food since 
June 5, when 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers were killed in a 
series of attacks that the U.N. has 
blamed on renegade warlord 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed. 

Some of the Pakistanis died 
while supervising a food distribu- 
tion. 

Sources speaking on condition 
of anonymity said the military 
considered the four sites too 
dangerous. 

The unescorted deliveries 
pointed to the growing difference 
between those charged with per- 
forming the U.N.'s humanitarian 
functions here and those running 
the military operation. 

Only 22 of south Mogadishu’s 
35 feeding centres remained open 
after the June 5 dashes, feeding 
about half of the estimated 
200.000 Somalis dependent on 
food aid here, said Care spokes- 
man Simon Israel. 

Care has continued to deliver 
food under military escort to the 
22 sites, he said. “We will deliver 
food to the four sites again on 
Sunday," Mr. Israel told AFP. 

Care obtained the agreement 
of elders of General Aideed's 
Haber Gedir clan before sending 
food trucks to the sites. 

An upsurge of violence that has 
killed 36 U.N. troops since June 5 
has seriously disrupted relief op- 
erations in south Mogadishu. 

Militiamen loyal to Gen. 
Aideed, wanted for attacks on 
U.N. forces, have stepped up 
attacks in the past week. Eight 
U.N. soldiers have been wound- 
ed, mostly in Mogadishu. 

Before Saturday's distribution 
began, U.N. spokesman Farouk 
Malawi described the unescorted 
deliveries as an experiment by the 
United Nations to see if food 
could be distributed safely with- 
out military guards. 

But he also said he did not 
know about the unescorted de- 
liveries. 

Mr. Israel said the deliveries 
were the result of Care's initia- 
tive. 

“I suppose it was an experi- 
ment in a way. in that we were 
not 100 per cent sure (of the 
safety),” Mr. Israel said. “But we 
did so much groundwork that we 
were 99 per cent sure everything 
would work.” 

Mr. Israel said Care had work- 
ed for days to get assurances from 
Somali elders in the affected 
neighbourhoods that the deliver- 
ies could be made without in- 
terference. 

Meanwhile, 250 German sol- 
diers who arrived this week to' 
reinforce the U.N. peacekeeping 
force drove out of Mogadishu for 
the western town of Belet Huen 
in a convoy escorted by Italian 
troops on the ground with air 
cover from U.S. helicopters. 

U.N. forces in this embattled 
capital continued an aims sweep 
through several south Mogadishu 
neighbourhood, but “no signifi- 
cant amount of arms was found," 
said U-N. spokesman Captain 
Jonathan Dahms. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moroccan bride escapes after abduction 


BORDEAUX (AFP) — A Moroccan taking his daughter out of 
France to force her into a marriage back home was foiled when the 
23-year-old drama teacher managed to contact police, the para- 
military police said here. The father apparently forced his daughter 
Thursday into the back of his car, where she was trapped by 
child-security door locks. However, after feigning the need to go to 
the toilet, the young woman convinced a woman in a highway 
restroom that she was being abducted. The woman phoned the 
police, supplying an accurate description of the car. Paramilitary 
police in Bayonne stopped the car just before the Spanish border, 
and found the young woman had written SOS on a dip of paper, 
intending to hold it against the window as soon as people came 
near. The young woman was allowed to return to Bordeaux and the 
father drove our of the country. Police said the woman knew that 
her father was planning to take her to Morocco for the marriage 
but had expected him to act later. She believed he had abducted 
her this week because he feared she would flee. 


Police charge suspect with second gay murder 


LONDON (R) — Police investigating the deaths of five homosex- 
ual men in London Friday charged a suspect arrested earlier this 
week with a second murder. They said Colin Ireland, 39, who 
already stands accused of the murder of Care worker Andrew 
Collier, had also been charged with killing Maltese-born oook 
Emanuel Spiteri. Police launched a hunt for a suspected serial 
killer of gays in the capital after the deaths of Spiteri, Collier and 
three other men, some of whom were HIV-positive, the virus 
which leads to AIDS. The victims are thought to have been 
strangled or suffocated, some apparently after sado-masochistic sex 
at their homes. Ireland was arrested on Tuesday. 


Eritrea denies Israeli military presence 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Eritrean President Iv> , , M.-worki has 
strongly denied the existence of an Israeli mil. -n Eritrean 

territory, the Vode of the Broad Masses ol i . . reported 

in a broadcast monitored here. The radio quoted Mr. jeworki as 
saying that such allegations were an attempt to damage relations 
between Eritrea and Arab countries. “The rumoi heard from 
some quarters which claims that Israel has a military u- • in Eritrea 
is totally false and is aimed at creating confusion with the intention 
of spoiling relations between Eritrea and Arab countries," it 
quoted Mr. Afeworki as telling journalists during a visit to Saudi 
Arabia. “The Eritrean people had paid a great^ sacrifice for their 
land over the past 30 years and would not give an inch of their 
territory to a foreigner,” Mr. Afeworki added. The president came 
under fire from the Arab World after visiting Israel earlier this year 
for medical treatment, amid fears he was preparing to offer Israel a 
military base on its Red Sea coast. 


Kuwaiti jailed for Filipina’s death 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti and his Lebanese wife were sentenced 
to seven years’ imprisonment with hard labour on Saturday for 
causing the death of a 23-year-old Filipina maid through ill- 
treatment, a prosecution lawyer said. University graduate Sonia 
Panama, who had been in Kuwait for several months, died in 
hospital March 8 after being admitted in a coma and suffering 
severe bums and other injuries. Prosecution lawyer Mariam Marafi 
said by telephone that the two had been convicted of causing the 
death of Ms. Panama unintentionally and had not been charged 
with murder. The Lebanese woman, identified on court only as I. 
Issa would be deported after she had completed her sentence, Ms. 
Marafi added. She said it was not immediately known if the 
Kuwaiti man, identified in court only as F. Faiah, and his wife 
would appeal against the verdict and sentence. 


250 fundamentalists to go on trial in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian court is to try 250 Islamic 
fundamentalists, including Palestinians and women, in one of the 
largest trials in the country's history, legal sources said Saturday. 
They said the prosecution would officially announce the charges in 
early August and the trial would follow in a Cairo military court. 
The fundamentalists are accused of setting up an illegal organisa- 
tion. ‘Talaeh A! Fateh” (vanguard of conquest), and possession of 
arms with the aim of overthrowing the government. The sources 
said some of the group would be charged wiht killing two civilians 
in Cairo and the attempted murder of three policemen in 1990. 
They could face the death penalty or life terms of hard labour. 


Police bulldoze 'miracle’ house in central Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Security forces bulldozed a house whose 
owner said it had healing powers after the dwelling touched off a 
riot which led to dozens of injuries and 500 arrests, a newspaper 
reported Saturday. The house in the town of Mobarakeh, 390 
kilometres south of Tehran, attracted pilgrims from around the 
country after its owner claimed it had special healing powers, the 
Salam newspaper said. Soghra Iran pur, a woman aged around 60, 
drew a cult following after claiming to have seen a "shining object” 
emerge from her oven on July l, the anniversary of the death of 
Imam Hussein and one of Shi'ite Islam's holy days. Hundreds of 
pilgrims set up guard posts to protect the house, prompting 
high-ranking Muslim clergymen from nearby Esfahan to go on 
televirion and denounce “elements who seek to weaken legitimate, 
religious beliefs." 


Shuttle launch aborted 19 seconds before blast-off 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AFP) — The launch of the space shuttle 
Discovery was aborted Saturday just 19 seconds before lift-off. 
Computers shut down the main engine after detecting a suspected 
booster problem, the National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion's (NASA) said. A turbine in the right rocket booster reached 
foil speed, but then apparently faded, a NASA spokesman said. 
NASA crews quickly secured the folly-fuelled shuttle and evacu- 
ated the five astronauts. 


U.S. shifts policy on 
Khmer role in ruling 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — The Un- 
ited States, in the face of accusa- 
tions it was interfering in Cambo- 
dia’s affairs, backed down Satur- 
day on earlier threats to cut off 
aid if the Khmer Rouge won a 
place in the government. 

A U.S. official travelling with 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, stating that “our position 
is not that air-tight," said the 
United States would accept parti- 
cipation by the radical guerrilla 
group and not stand in the way of 
assistance to Cambodia, but 
under certain conditions. 

Mr. Christopher arrived here 
Saturday for broad-ranging con- 
sultations on regional issues, in- 
cluding Cambodia, with his coun- 
terparts in the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

And the remarks by the U.S. 
official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity . came after minis- 
ters of ASfcAN — Brunei, ’In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand — 
gathered here for their annual 
meeting, had called on the Un- 
ited States not to interfere in 
efforts by Cambodian leaders to 
strike a deal giving the radical 
Khmer Rouge a role in national 
politics. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen, also here for talks with 
the ASEAN ministers, concur- 
red, voicing opposition to moves 
to “impose sanctions" in a bid to 
influence Cambodia's political fu- 
ture. 

If the Khmer Rouge rejoined 


the peace process, then aid could 
be forthcoming if a government 
were formed with its participa- 
tion, the U.S. official said. 

“It will depend on the native of 
their participation,’’ he said, a 
possible reference to calls for 
Khmer Rouge inclusion in an 
adrvsory but not executive capac- 
ity. 

“We will not give aid, in any 
event, directly to the Khmer 
Rouge," he said. 

Last week, Cambodian head of 
state Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
who has campaigned for Khmer 
Rouge participation, expressed 
“exasperation" at Washington's 
earlier warnings that there would 
be no U.S. aid for Cambodia if 
the group joined the government. 

Mr. Qian, for his part, laun- 
ched China's most dearcut critic- 
ism to date against the Khmer 
Rouge, saying it had misgivings 
about the faction's polities and 
would not supply it with any 
military assistance to fight the 
Phnom Penh government. 

Asked during a press confer- 
ence whether China would pro- 
vide the Khmer Rouge with milit- 
ary aid as it did in the past, he 
replied: “We are opposed to any- 
faction — or any proposal — that 
will use military means and will 
instigate a civil war in that coun- 
try (Cambodia)." 

Mb’. Qian said China had mis- 
givings about the polities of the 
Khmer Rouge, which under the 
leadership of Pol Pot subjected 
Cambodia to a reign of terror in 
the late 1970s. 


U.S, seeks to buy back 
Stingers given to Afghans 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — The 
U.S. administration wants $55 
million to keep Stinger missiles 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) gave to Afghan rebels 
from falling into the wrong 
hands, a newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 

Officials are concerned that the 
anti-aircraft missiles they pro- 
vided to help drive Soviet forces 
from Afghanistan in the 1980s 
could be bought up by extremists 
and used against Western airlin- 
ers, according to the Los Angeles 
Times. 

The shoulder- fired missiles, 
which originally sold for between 
$25,000 and $30,000, can now 
fetch as much as $100,000 apiece 
on the black market, according to 
the report. 

The CIA made an unsuccessful 


attempt to recover the arms 
through a secret deal with Pakis- 
tan and then failed to swap huma- 
nitarian supplies for them, 
according to the Times. 

"Whatever we pay to get them 
is a small price, given the almost 
insoluble threat to civil aviation 
that Stingers in the hands of 
terrorists pose,” said Bruce Hoff- 
man with the Rand Corporation, 
a private research group. 

The Times said that former 
President George Bush provided 
$10 million to the CIA after the 
Soviets were driven from Afgha- 
nistan in 1992 but that even then 
the missiles were prohibitively 
expensive. 

The Stinger, light, shoulder- 
tarried, is a highly accurate mis- 
sile considered the best weapon 
of its kind. 


Damascus to ration water, 
faces electricity shortage 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria, an- 
xious to eke out diminishing wa- 
ter supplies, is to start six-months 
of rationing in the capital Damas- 
cus next month. 

Adib Zein Al Abidin, director 
genera] of the Damascus Water 
and Drainage Authority, told 
Reuters the capital's residents 
would have their supplies cut for 
six hours every night. 

The cuts will be increased to 
nine hours a night in November, 
when experts predict that the 
shortage will be at its most acute. 

With people expected to rely' 
more on water from artesian 
wells and other underground 
sources, the ministers of health 
and housing have, meanwhile, 
urged special care to prevent any 
contamination 

Damascus residents, who num- 
ber more than 1.5 million, experi- 
enced several months of rationing 
in 1990 and 1991 but escaped 
restrictions last year following a 
wet winter. 

Mr- Abidin said the main ’Ain 
Al Fegy spring which provides 


Damascus with its drinking water 
had a capacity of 619,000 cubic 
metres a day in July while the 
estimated daily needs of the city 
were 700,000 cubic metres per 
day. 

With summer temperatures hit- 
ting 41 Celsius (106 degrees 
Fahrenheit), the capital's daily 
needs are expected to hit 726,000 
cubic metres a day in August. 

But at the same time the natu- 
ral discharge from the spring is 
expected to drop to around 
530,000 cubic metres a day. 
Rationing of six hours a day, 
Mr. Abidin said, was needed to 
make up the shortfall. 

Mr. Abidin, quoting a study by 
the authority, said that the 
spring’s capacity would drop as 
the months went by and the 
shortfall would peak in Novem- 
ber at 232,000 cubic metres a day. 

The nightly cut then, he added 
would be extended to nine hours’ 
The capital’s water authority 
meanwhile, says that electricity 
shortages could make, life even 
more difficult. 


Indonesian gets 

Magsaysay 

Award 


MANILA <R) I - An 
scholar who heads South East 
Asia's largest Muslim oigawsa- 
tion has been chosen to revive 
the Ramon Magsaysay Award for 

Community Leadership, the 
award foundation sard. AMur- 
rahrnan Wahid. <^rman of In- 
donesia's Nahdlatul U ama 
(NU), the Council of .Islamic 
Scholars, is being recognised for 
guiding the Muslim organisation 
“as a force for religious toler- 
ance, fair economic development 
and democracy in Indonesia.” 
Born in East Java m 1940. Mr. 
Wahid received his formal educa- 
tion in Indonesia, Egypt and 
Iraq. As the grandson of the 
NUs founding chairman, he is~ 
steeped in the Nahdlatul Ulama 
tradition, but his approach has 
been anything but traditional, the 
Magsaysay Award Foundation 
said in a statement. To improve 
education, working conditions, 
nutrition and health in NU vil- 
lages, Mr. Wahid initiated com- 
munity development projects. 
And launched a rural banking 
system to give farmers and small 
businesses access to credit. The 
Magsaysay Award is named after 
a Philippine president who died* 
in a plane crash in 1957. 
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Princess Diana 
cancels visits 


LONDON (AP) — Princess Di- 
ana, suffering from a stomach flu, 
cancelled a visit to northeast Eng- - 
land. Princess Diana had been 
scheduled to visit a tennis centre 
in Newcastle, 441 kilometres 
north of London, before watch-: 
mg 750 people with organ trans- 
plants take part in a series of 
games. After being ordered by 
doctors to stay at home, the 
princess sent regrets to organisers 
of the Great North British Trans- 
port Games. 


British army 
pays out £8,500 
to racism victim 


Hugies Gall to head 
Paris Opera 


AIX-EN-PROVENCE, France 
(AFP) — Hugues Gall, director 
general of the Grand-Theatre in 
Geneva, will replace Pierre Beige . 
as head of the Paris Opera in 
1995, Culture Minister Jacques 
Toubon said here. Mr. Gall will 
take over in August 1995, when 
nis contract in Geneva expires, - 
Mr. Toubon said during a visit to 
the international arts festival 
here. Mr. Gall, 53, was secretary 
genera] and then joint adminis- 
trator of the Paris Opera between 
1969 and 1980. Mr. Berge, 62, 
was appointed head of the Paris 
Opera in 1988 with the special 
task of launching the new opera 
whicb opened 

m 2990. He began his term with a . 
celebrated clash with the Israeli 
conductor and pianist Daniel 
Barenboim, who was sacked from 

r artistic director in" 

Januaiy 1989. 


S. African surgeon 
becomes greek 
citizen 


ATHENS, Greece (Al 
S-nnsttan N. Barnard, the 
Afncan surgeon who perfi 
the world's first hunuTn 
pJant, Friday took an oath 
«ng him a Greek citizen. “I 

SS* t0 the fs *h«lanc 
S**?? to constitu 

he aid m a specia! cejc^ 

we Intenor Ministry. “Yoi 
bavefoe rights and obligati 
a Greek citizen. You belc 
Greek family from tc 
said Intenor Minister ^ 

aJIrJl yaa - ais ' Barnard 
awarded citizenship by the 

cabinet on June 24; after re 

X£L ,na if^^wasfo 
Africa at the time. He has s 

'Wjl retain his South A 

PO'med out th 
visited G/eece many times ■ 

anri pa £ en,s » both in G 
and m (South Afrjca 


LONDON (AFP) — The British 
army- agreed to pay £8.500 
($13,000) in compensation to a 
black, former soldier, the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality 
(CRE) said. Anthony Evans, 25, 
the grand-son of an American 
GI, joined the army in 1985 but 
left in 1991 after suffering six 
yeans of serious racial harassment 
from bis colleagues and super- , 
iors. Th® CRE, the government . y 
body who supported Mr. Evans’ f } 
compensation battle, said a milit- 
ary inquiry established that Mr. 
Evans was “tried" twice by a 
kangaroo court of fellow soldiers, - 
wearing blankets over their heads 
who found him guilty of being 
black. The punishment for this 
“crime” was being thrown in a 
bath hill of bleach and urine and 
scrubbed in an attempt to whited 
his skin. . _ - 
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